March 19,1936

Dr, W. B. Obetz

The Industrial Commlssion
Columbus

Chis

Dear Dr. Cbetz:

I am enclosing herewith a series of

reportes and extracts of reports of examinations made on
James Hemblin, who has been under my observation for a
pericd of several months, The 1llneas of Mr.
hag been an unusual one and it Is not easy to determine
its procise nature. By recason of my Interest in the problenm
presented, and alsc becaguse I have wished to clarify the
diasnosls and to do scmething for this man, I have recomzended
hospitalization and consultabion advice. Butbt for his hsving
been sent to me, the case would certainly have been diagnosed
finally as lead uaison*ng, and he would have besn cumpensated
on‘uhat basis, Accordingly I have considerable hesltancy in

2t an opinipnwhich may have the effect of depriving
£ compensatlon. I may alsc point ocut that the
‘hogpit and medical expense would have been borns by the
Commission if it had been incurred after thelr acceptance
of ‘the case as one of lead intoxication. Since this would
have occurrad but for my intervention, so to speak, 1t is my
feeling that this man should be glven the benefit of any doubt
which may exist in the minds of the Comission. Moreover; 1t
would a@ne&r that the hospital bill and the consultation fees
¢o s,ltute an equitable charge for services rendered to the
Cunuf. ir tﬂey can be 8llowed legally. ‘In suggesbing
the alldmance of such awards, I mugt disclaim any interest
in. cowpehsaticn either for myself or for the services rendered
by this, 1qboratony, pea what we have done has been in the
line of our investi ive interests. The hospital expense,
on the ctzer hand, which was incurred on my recommondation,
and which was neqesgary in arriving at a conclusion from the
point of view of lead absorpt&on, 1s a matter of some diffi-
culty.

Very truly yours,

RAKels Robert A, Kshoe, #.D.

KE 0016650
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Patlont became 111 on October 218t,1935, and was sent to '
hosplial Qctober Z2nd, at nilshi, remalning there until Gotover 25th,
¥aas gseen at KetLering Lab@rrt@wg Tovenber éﬁh at which time the
examination as desoribed 1n the azpended shedte was made,

' fle was sesn egalin on on Hovember 16¢h, at which time the

clinlcal pleture was essentlelly unchanged, Some improvement began

to take place shortly efter %ﬁis, snd he was seen {reguently in varying
statos of slow improvement over o aaginé of weeks until he was sent o
the Good Samariten Hospltal for further study on December 28th, 1935.
During this amhalatérg pexripd pnd daninb the subseguent stay in the
hospital, the lsad exoretion was watched, both under ncrmal conditions
and u varicus ﬁyaas of *“er y deelz ﬁ@d to promote lesd exersbion.
ITn all 31 urins samples and 16 f‘ﬁai‘s&mg&&s zmere examined. A% no tinm
were abnormal ﬁganuiulas of lgad found in the excreta or bloocd.

warigus‘eanau&taﬁts have reéendered cpinions end have preseribed
treatment, as noted on the appended reporta. :

- In order to form a judgment as to the guuential magnlitude of the
lsad ezmposure experienced by, the patisnt, the plant in which he wes
working at Lﬁe onset of hile illness ves vibited and subjected to detailod
examinatlcn. kmqa the portinent factg establishod by %the oxaniration,
the Pallbwing are of crestost imparionce. (1} The men engeped 1n the
seme work as n&mhlih,‘had besn amployed as long or longer than he, and
had axpsr&anead no gymptons,: and geve no clinical evidence of signiflcant
lead abgorption, {a}‘ﬁn air line mesk ventillating sysbtom used by this
croup of ren was in o @ﬁ'aarkia, ‘rdar @mnd wae gso deslgned as Lo prevens
the aas§ﬂhili&y of aignifiﬁaﬁt“a‘ﬁﬁ&mﬁn&%ﬂsﬁ of the ailr ocupply with leag
dusto. ‘K } The ﬂenaralfhsg‘ nie %anu&t&ans of the plant were suchas to
sgfeguard the men ag gt the G sovers types of load exposure. (U

cutiae b 1od exomly .ung on ‘ ng Cheeked in this laboratory, falled
Indicats the ész]“”””‘f 84 cant load emposure.

Diseussion of Case

The asympiomatology abt the onped,; and the ﬁ&yaioel findings at the
initial eoxaminetion were not convincing evidence of lead intoxlcablone
In the abssnee of bleocd changes, ond wlth the scute onseb and the neurce :
logical fladlings, 1t waa necessary Lo poustulate the abaarptiaﬂ of counsiderable
guantities of lead, if the latter were the causabive factor, The lack of
evidence of siznificant exposure, and the fallure to find an abnormal lead
~axcretion, dianruve the ovecurrence of any conslderable lead absorption.
{Attontion i3 called to the fact that the blosd and urinary lsad wera
analyzed on Hovembep Lith only 2 weeks after the onset of 1liness and the
cesgablaen of the axposure. In our experiscuce the blood and urine lsvels
romain elevated for weeks or menths after the cessatlion of suvereE§xpesurai
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Cm the other hanﬁ the patlent malntalned an elevabed
uew;aeratnre over a pertod of wesks, ond gave other evidences of an
mi‘cc‘bimm mmaeua in #he upper ros ;ﬁmtary)ﬁ mng. .“‘ha miatmma

Robert A. Kehoo, H.D.

KE 0016603




