
January  6 , 1938

Mr. J* P* Adoue .
S h e ll Petro leum  C orpo ration  
S h e ll B u ild ing  
H ouston, Texas.

Dear Mr. Adoue:-

I  have your l e t t e r  of
January  3rd  and I  see no p rese n t reaso n  why I  
should no t be ab le  to  be .in Houston on Sunday,
January  30 th . I  w i l l  l e t  you know l a t e r  j u s t  when 
I  s h a l l  a r r i v e .  I  ag ree w ith  you th a t  i t  would be 
w ise to  d isc u ss  some o f th e  d e ta i l s  of th i s  case in  
advance o f the  c o u r t p roced u re .

I  am sending you under
se p a ra te  cover a book in  which you w i l l  f in d  most 
of th e  im po rtan t in v e s t ig a t io n s  as c a r r ie d  ou t in  
th is  la b o ra to ry  in  r e la t io n  to  the problem of lead  
ab so rp tio n  th rough exposure to  lead ed  g a s o l in e .
I  have on ly  a few cop ies of th is  book l e f t  so th a t  
I  can on ly  loan  i t  to  you f o r  th is  o ccas io n . T h er-fo re  
w hether o r not i t  could be done le g a l l y  in your s t at e ,  
th is  book may n o t be put in  ev idence or allow ed to  ge t 
out o f my p o sse ss io n . You w i l l  n o te  in  i t  re fe re n c e s  
to  v a r io u s  re p o r ts  made by o f f i c i a l  agencies in  th is  
cou n try  and in  G reat B r i ta in .  I  s h a l l  b r in g  cop ies of 
th ese  re p o r ts  a long w ith  me fo r  your exam ination .
T he ir c h ie f  v a lu e  to  you re s id e s  in  the f a c t  th a t  they  
re p re s e n t o f f i c i a l  con firm ation  of th e  work done in 
our la b o ra to ry , and they a ls o  r e p r e s e n t  o f f i c i a l  s ta tem en ts  
to  the  e f f e c t  th a t  the exposure to  lead  a s so c ia te d  w ith  
the h an d lin g  of leaded  g aso lin e  does n o t c o n s t i tu te] a  
le ad  hazard  In the accep ted  sense of th e  w ord. I  thin k  
I t  should  be c lear, from our work, and from th a t :o f these  
government agenc ies th a t  th e re  i s  no p o s s ib i l i t y  of the 
occu rrence of a case o f acu te le a d  po ison ing  as th e r e s u l t  
o f c o n ta c t w ith  leaded  g a s o l in e , o r exposure to  i t s v a p o rs . 
As a m a tte r  of f a c t ,  th e  w o rst s i tu a t io n  th a t  was ever 
fe a re d  by anybody in  connection  w ith  th is  type o f exposure 
was th a t  as the r e s u l t  o f long  con tinued  s l i g h t  exposure , 
ch ro n ic  cases  o f lead  po ison ing  m ight o cc u r. Even th is  
p o s s ib i l i t y  has been excluded by the o b se rv a tio n s and 
ex p eriences of th e  p a s t th i r te e n  y ears so th a t  i t  how
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appears q u i te  c le a r ,  and is  a lm ost g e n e ra l ly  ■ understood 
by a u th o r i t i e s ,  t h a t  lead  po ison ing  is  no t to  be expected 
in  any person as a consequence of the hand ling  o f leaded 
g a s o l in e .

Very t r u ly  y o u rs,

i i s R ob^rlf X . ' Kehoe , M. b .
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