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1 wap finally successiul in eontacting Don Johnson of the Ethyl
Corporation reiative to the possibility of our sale of VCM o
BASF and the probable need of permission from Ethyl to include
EDC know~bow. Don proposes to kave a tentative answer for ms
by Friday of thie week 2lthough he expecte that this particular
doal might cause some problems. Because of the close relation-
ship thas has existed between Ethyl and BASF, Don felt that Ethyl
may prefer to deal directly with BASF.

We discussed the ndvisability of relsasing Monsanto from their
keep~confidential agreement with Ethyl., Don thought that the
tizoe might be ripe for so doing. He thought it might ba well to

" éonsider & mutual releaze. They bave a ton year kesp-confidential
reguirement on the VM know-how they purchased frcm us. This
has proved ewkward to them, They feel they have made improve-
ments in ths know<how they purchases from us bnt have been unable
to sell this kuow-how with the improvements becauge the basic
know~-how was stiil ours., They bave had a number of Inguiriss for
the purchase of such know-how.

I told Don that I thought we should sericusly considar this problem
at this time, particularly in view of the pessibility of the common
market regulations reguiring them to modify their agreement with
SICE by putting a definite time Iimit on SICE'e koep-confidential
obligation. If such a reguirement was made, then SICE would
ultimately have greater freedom than we would umder our exlsting
agreement.

1 mentioned to Don that we are somewhat concerned over this situ-
ation as it gives Ethyl a veto power on our ability to sell our know-
how. This is particularly significant since the ownerehip of Ethyl
has now changed and we really have little knowledge of the nature
or philosophy of the new ownership.
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I have no way &f predicting Ethyl's ultimate reaction to the
proposal tlmt cur keap-confldenntis! ebligation bs remeved.
1 felt that Don Jobnson was someawhat recaptive to this and
that ha felt that this could be wozked cut te cur mutual
advantage. I should imew more in 8 couvple of days.
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