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Generally, our business was at a high level of activity and, for
the year as a whole, increased sales were recorded in all but two
product lines. By the end of the first half, it became clear that
business in some fields where Fiberglas materials are widely used
was levelling off and that consumer demand did not support peak
levels of production. This, of course, affected our business but was
offset by growing sales in other markets and of Fiberglas materials
in new forms. Some of the products that were introduced commer-
cially during the year, as well as others under development, are
mentioned later in this report in sections on Sales and on Research
and Development.

We anticipate keen competition during 1954 but believe our
total business will continue to grow. Fiberglas research was pio-
neered in the depth of a depression and we emerged as a2 company
in a year of recession. By vxgorous product and process develop-
ment, application engineering in cooperatxon with others and
market effort, Fiberglas expects to continue to extend its useful-
ness as a basic material. Thus we expect to contribute to and par-
ticipate in new needs and opportunities growing out of the signifi-
cant increase in population which has already taken place in our
country and in advances in living standards which we believe will
be accelerated in the years immediately ahead.

We invite your suggestions and your comments.

Respectfully,




Our sales gains were in part & reflection of the
record levels of general business activity through
most of the year, but they also refiect broader
acceptance and distribution of some of our
products and the initial commercial introduction
of others. All types of construction—residential,
industrial and commercial—were near an all-
time peak and Fiberglas participation was
increased by broadened distribution and by
wider use of our newer materials. Since 1951 a
score of new products have been added to our
lines and sales of most of these reflect steady
increases in acceptance. In the residential build-
ing field, the Ruberoid Company was added as
the sixth national distributor of Fiberglas house
igsulation.

On April 1, 1953 the company became a
national distributor of Kayio pipe and block
insulations. These materials supplement products
of our own manufacture and we are now able to
offer 2 complete line of the best noncombustible
insulations available for use at temperatures

&Lpnging from well below zero to 1200° F.

Appliance insulation sales reached an all-time
peak in the first half of the year but declined
during the second half in keeping with the scaling
down of production schedules on refrigerators,
stoves and some other types of appliances which
had been at record levels for many months. For
the year as a whole, Fibergias sales in this field
were ahead of 1952, Sales of Fiberglas prod.
ucts to the automotive industry increased,
but marine sales and those in other fields of
transportatios, except aircraft, declined, re-
flecting in somne cases adjustments in the National
Defense program.

In the Textile Products Division significant
gains were made in sales of Fiberglas in various
forms for reinforcing plastics products, and also
for other reinforcements, inciuding papers used
for industrial, building and specialty purposes,
for packaging and friction tapes, and in gypsum
wall board. Use of Fiberglas yarn for marquisette
curtains continues to grow and lightweight
draperies were introduced commercially during
the Fall season. These draperies are particularly
suited for large window areas incorporated in

most of the newer houses and apartment build-
ings. During the year, insect screening made of
Fiberglas coated yarn, which has been on test
and field trials over an extended period, was
introduced commercially. Sales are presently
limited by productive capacity but this is being
increased and we look forward to a very sub.
stantial market for coated yarns not only for
screening but for other uses.

Important impetus was given during the year
to the development of Fiberglas reinforced
plastics as a significant new material and to
methods of fabrication and application. Products
ranging from fishing rods to flat and corrugated
sheets and from skis to small cruisers, huge
aircraft radomes, chemical tanks and piping and
automobile bodies are being made in increasing
variety and numbers. Automobile bodies, first
introduced as special custom-built sports models
little more than a year ago, received wide public
interest. Genera] Motors promptly launched
an exploratory production program and is under
way now with a schedule of 10,000 Chevroiet
Corvettes. Kaiser-Willys plan to build 1,000 of
their special Kaiser-Darrin models. Other auto-
mobile manufacturers have produced experi-

‘mental models and are appraising them. The

outcome is certain to be accelerated development
of methods of large-scale production applicable
in a number of fields. It is too early to determine
the place of these materials and their economic
limizations, but your company is cooperating
with fabricators and with producers of plastic
resins. It is clear that significant advancement
has been made during the past year.

Total sales of Fiberglas products in the eleven
Western states by our Pacific Coast Division
increased more than the average for the counery.

Export sales, while not presently a significant
part of our business, are receiving active atten-
tion from a re-organized department. We hope
to build up our relations in areas where market
potentials appear attractive and trade barmiers
are not forbidding.

Our ssies are affected in only minor amount by
cut-backs and adjustments in military require-
ments.




in our report a year ago as a promising non-
corrosive material then under field test, is now
being made and sold on a commercial basis.
Productive capacity is presently being expanded.
Coated Fiberglas yarns woven into fabrics and
tapes are under test for outdoor uphoistery,
seat covers and other products.

Further improvements in storage battery
plate separators were made during the year and
a second production machine was completed
late in the fall.

Molded-to-shape Fiberglas products were also
introduced for automobile dash panel pads, and
designs were presented for other uses in the
transportation field and for sound control and
thermal housings for blowers, motors, compres-
sors and other equipment,

Other products and applications developed
or improved include a roofing felt, an improved
process for making pipe covering, Fiberglas in
new forms for the reinforcement of paper and
tapes, the introduction of Fiberglas for rein.
foreing gypsum board and improvements in
our cold insulation products and processes.

A “laminar” process for making insulating
wool batts affords a controlled operation with
resulting substantial betterment in insulating
values. One unit has been proven in production
during the year and an additional one is author-
ized for construction. An extensive program for
facilities improvement for all of our insulating
. and mat products is under way and we expect
to see this well advanced by the end of 1954,
Substantial improvements were made in textile
processes and in yarn handling and packaging
methods at all textile plants.
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Versatile Fiberglas

i
Fiberglas products are made in many forms, used in many places, . :
and the list continues to grow. Some of the more important are shown on the following pages '
and in some cases smaller uses are given where there 1s promise of future development. Key numbers
on the drawings refer to listed products or uses.
Products made by Owens.Corning are in bold type, but not all of the products shown are
made by Fibergias. Some are manufacrured by our customers from materials

purchased from us; others may pass through three or four stages of manufacture before they reach
their end.use form.
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In The Home
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fur e do-H.yourelf rond 5 home improvement.

in the home

wolls ond ceiting—heuse insviation

refrigerator—insuiatien, Fibergias-
reinferced piasic parts

ronge~—insuiation

‘woter hecter—insulstion

air conditioner==insuiction, filters,
Fibergleseinforced piastic parts

furnace—insulation, fliters

food freezsr=—insulation

washer==ingyiation, Fibergies.
reinforced plastic b

dryer=insviation

marquiseite curtains==Fibergios
yurns

concrete slab sdge-—perimeter
insvietion

wiring==glecirical insvletion

insect scveening —Fibergias yorns

small applionces=insuiation, Fibers
gles-rwinforcod piastic ports

plastic paneling=—Fibergles rein-
forcoment

droperies—Fibergies yarns

casement fabdrics—Fibargios yerns

oYpwm wallboord—Fibergias rein-
forcoment

lampshade—couted met

chairs—Fiborgles-reinferced piostic

wegoge—Fiberglas-reinferced
plastic

water pipes—pipe insviation

weathersitipping —insviatien

shower curtgin—Fibergles yorns

coilings—ecovsticel tile

clothing —~insvlated lining
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1 industry

1. roof-=ceef insvistien, form beerd,
Caretop reofing
2. pipes—Fibergies und Kayle
. pipe insuiation
3. ducts, vant hoods=duct insvistion,
seund abserbing liner, Fiberglas.
reinferced plattic
. heoting=fumece Insvietien, fiters
1. conditioning —insulation, fitters,
ibergles-reinforced plostic ports
3 ond wiring—elecirics!
insviation
7. boiler—=Fibergies ond Keyle
squipment insuletion
8. ceiling—acoustical tile, ceiling
board

f 3

~

9. walh-insviation
0. skylights ond sidelights~—FKibergles.
reinforced plastic ponels
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insteliing Fibergies Coid Sterage Inndation in
large Faride coid dorgge wursheuss.

11, freezer ar cooler rooms—celd ster-
oge insulation ’

12. pockoging—Fiberglesveinferced
papers ond topes ‘

13. stocage tonks—insuietion, Fibergias-
reinforced plastic

14, dies, took ond Axtwras—Fiberglas. E - ’ T e T e . .
reinforced plostic B A S S L
15, portitiors=insuistion, Fibergles. Miles of svidoor piging in rehning pient are beid ot correct

reinferced plastic ponels temperaiure by Keyle, sewes odditon te Fiberpias line.

14, industriol botteries—separeters,
retainer mats

17. trays, shipping contoiners, polletham
Fiberglasreinferced plastic

18. shop sound control—Neise-step
acovstical beffies

19, sofety heimets—Fibarglasrein-
forced plastic
20. pipe=Fibergias-seinforced piastic
in schools, offices and public buildings

1. colings—acousticel tile, coiling
board
2. reofi=reef insvietion, form beend,

Covetop reofing,
3. hosting—furnace insuietien, Alers - h
4. piper—Fibergios ond Kayle Asree of roef on gion? eviemebile i with Fibors
pipe insvistion gios Roof nadetion to give st santrel.

&, draperies—Fiborgles yorns
&, wiring—elecirical insuiation
7. sic conditioning =insuiation, flters,
Fiberglosseinferced plostic parts
8. duch—duct insuiation, seund ab-
serbing liner
9. sdelights or skylighty—Piborglas.
reinforced plastic penels
10, walls—~insviston
11, bollers—=Fibergies and Kuyle
insuiation
12. tght diffnon~Fibergles cioth
13, office furnitwwe=Fibergles-roin.
forcod plastic pers
14. morquisette curtoins—Mbergles yorm
15. panitiom—insviation, Fiberglas-
reinforced plostic peneis
16, gymnesivm, avditorivm—Nelse-step
acovsticel baffles




In Transportation

in traoins
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1. boxcars=insulatien, infestetien
contrel blenkets

2. tonk cann—insuletien

3. refrigerator cor—insviation

4. dimsel ongine—|nsuiatien

8§, diesel engine wiring—eiectrical
insvlation

6. pomenger car—insuietion

7. window shodes—caated cleth

in ships

1. fiving spoces—insuinting bogrd
2. cold storage 1paces—insulatien
‘3. holds-=insuietion

4. ducts=—duct insulation

$. pipes—pipe insuietion

6. bollers—insvietion blecks

7. motors end wiring ——electrice)
insuietion

= -'; et 8. e jockets—Aotetion Aber
i w— in plones

1. fuselage—hoat end seund
insvistion

2. duch-duct insylation

3. wiring and motors—electrical
insuletion

4. interiors—=coated cloth

5. ontenna housing—Fibergias-
reinferced plastic

6. redomes—Fibargles—einferced
plestic

in outomobiles

1. beottery—separeiers, retainer mats

2. hood fner~seund sbserding
insviation

3. dvoud=insvietion

4. roef=insvietion

5. doshasinsuiation

&. wiring—elecirical insulation

7. dash ponel—melded Fibergles
panel pod

8. body parn~—Fiberglosseinferced
plastic

9. oir conditioner —insuletion, fAlters

Kborgias Settary Sepereten give lenger e
o ovvemthie ond indusiriel batteries

4 ae ar . - —— -
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o 1. sport car bodies—Fibergias.
reinferced plastic

2. cornvertible lop=—=ceated cleth

y 3. fshing rod--Fiberglasrvinforced

% plastic

4. bows and arrowi=Fiberglas-
reinferced plestic

3. tackle boxFiberglas-reinforced
plastic

6. skis—=Fiberglas-reinferced picstic

7. goif cubs=Fibergles-reinforced
plastic

8. boot hwiis—=Fiberglas-reinforced

P
In Recreation > '
N

p——— plastic
9. life jocket—=flotation fiber

s . 10. torpaviin—coated cloth
11. portable chill-chestsi=insuletion

1. jainhs in paving—expansion lo‘m
2. waterproofing reinforcement—e
membeane fabric

3. concreto curing—Fibergles-
reinferced paper

¥ 1, paper—Fberglas-reinforced

© 2. tepe——Fiberglas-reinforced

"t % 8. pressure sensitive tope—Fibergles-
rinforced

pipe lines
1. pipe wreps—Coromat and ovier
wrep
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TEXTUE PRODUCTS DIVISION, 578 Madisen Avenve, New York 22, New Yort !
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