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referred to o8 lul.u dus to the V3-L310 shesting, The op!.lm upnnodby
Dr. Gorman, that the reported sickness might be puychelogical, sounds
quito runmbh. as such experiences ars snccuntersd from tho o “.Ho e
Yoo ayaptons asationed by the smployess sre not typleal
of those due o wsual industrial exposurss. They do not indleats “.‘.v.f
ssrious eomplaints, mmm:mmwmmmm A
the cupouuu d thn Jaoquers Tl
SEE T ERUEIN ‘l Vory traly yours, . .

Ll

-
»
:
!
;
'




BA X308 - PRINTED IN U.8.A. ‘ Dl\&lSlON

EXTRA

BAKELITE DIVISION —
UN! N CARBIDE AND CARBON CORPORATION . g

REPORT OF CALL )

Kctarisl Labs , By L. D. Burnstt, Jr,
ook irmn. T shom
Brocklyn, Yew York AT
ADDRESS — . DATE oF CaLL. =
*,:rﬁn ¥r. Ryer, Chezical EBsction ;_:“** - '
INTERVIEWED wive T N5+ —i31Lssm—Cheatesd Section LAST CALL——
I PAEE i ¥r, Gilbert, Industrial Hygiens S
-t Hr. Kirk, S:zfety Daprriaent CONFIDENT!
Ay - Lte Comactder Gorin, Xodicel bepsrtaengu ES BULLETIN_

CHANGES IN PERSONNEL
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Nr. :. K. ﬂ“i&h—ml
Nr. R, 8, Bellep-~1103

Br. Gy Fobinpon-5B
o %o Hele~300 Mudlcon

¥r, Allizon of the Chemicsl Cection of the Reterisls Libs brd enlled the
Ner York office rrd sdvisel thst they hal encountersd aome trouble with some
*Vinylite® rizic sheeting purchesed from Virgini{e Plrk, Thzce absats were our
VE~1710 Clerr 1/4% thick corted vith s shite viayl lezc-uer end over the wmhite
lr¢0.uer snother corting of s black leccuer, total thickness of the costing approx-
imrtely oCO07". It hud Deen reportsd by one of the forsasn in the machine shops
thet vhen thie msterial was mechined on a lethe that two or thres workers hsd
complained of 111 effects from fumes coming from the "Vinylite® shest stock., Cslled
to investigrte,

Three or four workers in the machine shop had clalmed thst £5 & result of
foaes from the *Vinylite® zheet when 4{ wis mschined ¢avzed nervous teneios, un-
uegel pressure im thelr sras and lege end en wnplessant feeling in thalr gums,
The nbove mentioned gentlexen ware trying to deteraine 4f wny of the imgrediants
in our rigid sheeting could hrve caused these compliinte. In inspecting s dlak
cut from Virginis Plsk's sheets there was no indicrtion of eny decomporition

£ the actericsl, ¥r. Allisom bsd teken some chips smd prrtielly dismolved thex
in crrbon tetrechloride and ths remulting odor wes echaricteristic of the gerid
odor given off ty vinyl resins. This odor wrs rapposedly csusing the trouble.

Expleined to the sbhove mentioned gentlemen thet cur VS-1310 formulstien was
epnroxisctely 99-97% strright vinyl chloride in viayl seetote copolymer resinz,
1-23 tin stebllirer, blue toner and possibly a very smell percentrge of s lubd-
riceats Polunted out thet the ebrrecterirtic vinyl edor which they thought aight
have ceused the trouble =23 rulte evident 4in all tour fririeating operstions
and that the mill man perticularly would be subfect to this odor comtinvously cduring

s skift, To the bert of my knoxledge, ve huve mever hid aay prodleme of sickners
“dus %o this odor but ell of our ecuipasat wes ventileted. Nr, Allisem snd Nr. Kirk
¢ weumed to be frmlilicr with the werious chemic:l properties of all the mstericls

“uded 4n the VE-1310 formuletion end wers of the opihion that mems'ef them would

%o haraful. They plin om checking with Virginis Plek to obtely'Ads forsul=tica
of the vinyl co:tinge uced on these sheats to see 1if poszibly $hle-geeld heve crused
the troudle. MNude the zuggestion thrt this prohles could-he siléviated by stmoting
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& Jut of 2ir om ths ciskn -hen it srg mrchined, but they rere of the cpinienm
th-t the swount of vork to be done on thie tyjpe of ur terlil xoculd birély Jus-
tify ¢ uipuent ehinges.

By lext eonversstion ea thic wirit wrs wlth I, Gora:n vho vas the herd ¢
the H.vel Dirpeneery. Be 755 of the opinlon thet this reparted xickmess nmight
wall be poychologiezl. Ha ststsd thst generilly eny worker ®ho becrme 111 chlle
working in the ship yrrds vould report very cuickly te the Dispenssry. In thivs
rirticuler cope, none of the workerz reported in to Wx. 8e thought thut poeribly
they h:Z gone to & priv:ite doctor end the problem h:d boen dlagnosed o8 ciuged by
the pirrtic sheeter since 14 war £ msterizl not previourly hencled im the acechine
'ho,’glo .

¥: 1

Hr. R:llem suggected thot = copy of 4hls repsrt of crll be ssat to you for
your exuestc. It i difficult to detersine shether this compleint 12 evthentie
or po~sibly peychslogicil o¢ Dy, Corain seemed to think. It §8 felt th-t it
should be tr.cked dovn £r much t» porrible Im oraer th:t our *Viaylite® cheet
gtock =111l ast get ray bleeck mrrk for Coveranent epplie: tionsz,




