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UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE, DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL MEDICINE

CINCINNATI GENERAL HOSPITAL  

Fe b r u a r y  3 , 19 3 8 .

D r . Ro b e r t  A. Ke h o e ,
La b o r a t o r y  o f Ap p lie d  P h y s io lo g y , 
Cin c in n a t i  Co lle g e  o f M e d ic in e , 
C in c in n a t i , Oh io .

Dea r  Bob :

I  have lo n g  t h o u gh t  t h a t  t h e  custom  o f sen d ­
in g  sp ecim en s w it h o u t  name o r  number  h a p h a za r d ly  t o yo u r  
la b o r a t o r y  was an im p o s it io n  on yo u r  good n a t u r e  and no 
p a r t ic u la r  c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  my s e r v ic e . I  o ft e n  wondered 
how i t  came a b ou t  and ju s t  what good i t  d id . I  do no t  
l i k e  co n t in u in g  t o  do s t u p id  t h in g s  ju s t  b e ca u se  i t i s  a 
cu s tom .

Offh a n d , I  w ou ld  recommend d is c o n t in u in g  sen d ­
in g  t h e s e  s p e cim e n s . I  t h in k  t h e  p e r fo r m a n ce  i s  d i st i n c t l y  
m is le a d in g , -u n less  t h e  in fo r m a t io n  t h a t  yo u r  la b o ra t o r y  
r u n s  n e g a t iv e  t e s t s  on p a t ie n t s  t h a t  a r e  d e f i n i t e l y known 
t o  h ave  t a k e n  m er cu r y i s  a  c o n t r ib u t io n . I  am su r e  t h a t  
a  d an ge r ou s  d ose o f m er cu r y ca n  be in g e s t e d , t h e  p at ie n t  
be v e r y  i l l  fr om  m e r cu r y n e p h r i t i s , and y e t  s t o o ls  o r  
u r in e  show u n im p o r ta n t  am ounts o f m e r cu r y . Th e r e fo r e un ­
le s s  t h e  c ir cu m s t a n ce s  a r e  m ore c le a r ly  d e s cr ib e d  at  t h e  
t im e  o f t a k in g  t h e  sp ecim en  t h e  w hole  p e r fo r m a n ce  ca n , 
fr om  t h e  n a t u r e  o f t h e  p r ob le m , be q u it e  s t u p id . What do 
you  recommend t h a t  we do: D is co n t in u e  i t  e n t i r e ly ?  Or  
o c c a s io n a l ly  send  sp ecim en s w here t h e  d ia g n o s is  i s  in  
d o u b t , b u t  se n d in g su ch  in fo r m a t io n  a s  m igh t  make th e  t e s t  
o f v a lu e ?

I  a p p r e c ia t e  yo u r  fo r m a l l e t t e r  and a ls o  t h e  
appended  n o t e . I s  t h e r e  any p a r t  o f t h e  m er cu r y p r ob lem , 
s u ch  a s  we h a ve , in  w h ich  you  w ou ld  have an  in t e r e st ?  I s  
t h e r e  a n y t h in g  we can  do fo r  you  in  co n n e ct io n  w it h m er cu r y 
o r  o t h e r  p o is o n s ? '

S i  ¡r e ly '  y o u r s ,
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