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he wouwt. No one got short shrift from

Life wit go oo snd the commitice
will function, but after 22 years of Fd
and the imprint which he has made upon
113 operation, it can oever again be quite

the same. -
We mourn the 1068 of 8 g00d man sad
& good {riend.@ —_— ’
1
e ——

CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY AND
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS J

HON. GEORGE MILLER"

oF cauroRNe !
IN THE HOUSE OF REFRESENTATIVES
Thursdey, July 6. 1619
@ Mr. MILLER of Californis. Mr. Speake
er. nearly 40 years age, De. \Wilhela
C. Hueper. commenly regarded ss the
father of environmental cancer prevens
tion. wrots:

Industrisl ceancerns are In genersl nat
particulasly anxieus 10 have the sequrrenss
of occupsuenal cancers smeag thair eme

or of N

ploy

the o their p made &

matter of Dubiia recerds. Sueh pudlieity

might refest unfaversbly upoa their dusl-

ness SUTILINE AR4 OBIIE tREM 16 URGArIARS
and

and sanle
fary changes

Over 200 years esrlier. the Itallan phy-
sician Bernadine Ramazzini, whe is con-
sidered the founder of occupational
medicine, noted:

Tis » werdid Dredit that's sccompanied by
the destruction ¢f hesith . . . MoAY 3 wark-
man hea lecked UPEA RIS CTRlt &8 & Means
te suppert life sad ralse & family, but all
he has et MO 1t IS 0me desdly Slsease,
with the resuit that he has departed this Ule
cursing the craft e whieh he Bas sppiled
ninastt. .

Today, ¥t must face A fact which s
both chilllng and deprassing: A number
of producta and industrial procosses
poss enormeus health to mile
llons of people wha work with them.
purchese them. live near the sites where
they ere faetus d of.

In recent months, we have become
swrrs that corporste ofictals, in humere
ous cases. have kKhown sbout thess hage
ards, sometimes for decsdes, and yet
have remained silent. As a resuit. humae
dreds af thousands. even snllions. of pes-
pie have been expased ts hassrdous ma-
terials and proccsses which cam oost

hem their health and evez their lives.

Tlhers are Inany reasons why
situstion has developed

trom the Jjustice system, Tos oftem,
offending companies have

. nominal amounts: B seme came, they
have been awardsd (am benefits allews:
ing them te writs off Habiiily lovees.
This situation caAnnAs sentinee,

~\Vhen someons Wmakms o ¢
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someone's iife, heaith or safety. I belleve
& crtimmul 3ct has occurred. Connce
quenily, 1 amn today Introdueing lcgisise
tlon which would make such conccal-
ment & criminal offense, punisiable by
a substaniial fine and or jath term. I
sm very praud to have as cosponsors of
this landmnrk legistation 41 of my col-
lengues,  Including the dlstinguished
chisirman of the House Judiciary Sube
commitice on Crime, Joun CONYEIRS, Jio
who his led & majer investigation into
corporate whita-collar crime {n this
country, and who, foe the pest 3 yesrs,
has been conducting scvers! lines of
inquiry which have helped establish the
basis for this legisiation. '
ASSLETES COYRA-UPS

Over the course of the past yesr, I
have personally lod the investigation of
health hazards In the ssbestos industry.
Ralying on documents and statements
of the companies themsclves, we have
pieced together & legacy of four decados
of cover-up which has resulted in the
exposure of millions o people Lo cancer-
causing asbestos matarials.

As long ago ss the mid-1330s, the
sttorney for one of tie majer asbestos
companies commanted on medieal stude
fes on ssbestos recently conducted at
the Sarsnac Laboratory In New York:

My own (des 1a that It weuld be & good

thing to nter 2
the N v g 1t 4 of
the rght tyne snd weuid Res (Rfure owr
compsnies. { EmpRasis sdded)

The cover-up continued ths
following decads. In the early 18508, the
maedical director of one of the msjor
companies recommended that & warning
label be placed oo egnesier: Ris advic?
was rejoctad by Lhe corporate officlals
who had hired him for his medical
expertise:

Latar that decade, the Asbestos Textile
nstitute rej acr ion by
Dr. Kenneth Sinith of Johns-Manville
that the instituta fund s study of the
correiation of ashCItos EXDOSUre in NONe
primary \?fkll'l sand lung cancer. His
r was rejocted.
other reasens. because ATI fearsd that
it would “stir up s hormet's nes.”

Although some in the asbestos indus-
try elain that no certain correlation be-
tweant asbestos and lung cancer was
proven prior te Dr. Irving Salikoffs
study of insulatipa workers In 1964,
documents of the British Thiermal In-
sulation Contractars A
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European Advisary Commitlee of the
Asbestos International Associntion at
which corpornte representatives dige
cuascd ways (0 minimize harard wame
Ing lapels o asbestos produets shippad
to the Furopcnn continent bLecaultewe

A fabet wonid put the continental Industsy
10 a Aifienit PONITION . . . (There are) epune
tries where It was felt It wis sull tee carly
e stars volustary jabelling, 1a fesr of & pose
sidble negstive inftuence oa sales.” (Enphasts .
tded.)

. FOISONING OF WATEIR WILLE .

-Asbesios is not the only example of .
this kitnd of corporate indifference to
human heslth and safety. Recently, sub~
committees of this Congress reveaied the
longatanding poisoning of underground
water wells by the Occidentat Chiemseal . *
Corp. in Lathrop, Calif. beginning in
1973. In April, 1873, & memo had been

, circulated within the compsny noting.

Y that we
are sowiy contamunaung sit weils Im our
ares.

By June, 1478, the company was dis-

arging 10.000 tons of waste water per
year contsining five tons of contamine
ants ints the ground. “I dolieve that we
have fooled arcund long encugh sand ale
resdy overpressad our luck,” 2 company
aficial warned (n an internsl memo. Al-*
most & year Jatar. the State Water Qual-
ity Control Board, the appropriate regue
latory agency. had still net been warzed,
according to the company’'s own memos.
and the dumping continued for more
than another year.

20CP AN® STEATLITY

The pesticide DBCP has ulso teen ase
sociated with causing sterility in workers.
At ecarly az 197, cheomieal nToducers
knew that DBCP was dangerous. In 1961 .
and 1942, physicians found that DRCP
caused testicular atrophy, liver and kid-
ney damsge in ladboratory animals. Yet
the manufasturing continued and work-
ers were not warned. .

xZrOKE
Even before kepone was markeled, the
Allled Chemical Cu. subjected the sub-
to extensive laboratory tests
revealed its potential for eausing
liver d and reur
system failure. Despite tests which suge
gested numerous prodblems. Allled !ne
d its production of & in the
mid-1080s. Heavy amounts were dumped
into the James River. In 1976, workers
at the subcontracting factory, L3P Co.

stance
. whieh

2689£60 Jd\Q

trate that this Information was being
discussad in the trade in the mid-1940°'s.
Exsetitives of the Johns-Manville Co.
have testified that a formal corpocste
pelicy required that embleyces whome
chast X-rays revealed abnonnalities be
told of the prodlcm and reloeated t0 less
dusty areas of the frctory. Vet doou-
ments, Licuding the minutes of Uw
Realth Review Committce (rom the
Manville, NJ. plant. and the tes
of the former manager of the Pittsburg,
Calif. plant, indieate that these policles
were not follawed. In ract, many (ndi-
\‘lduall ware not tald that ther X-rass

:unful Information llL_n [ ]

an fal pe
that the product e procemses

ind) Jung damage aittihe

utable to ashestos oxposure.
As Iate ns last summer, therg WS &
tom ameng the merabers of the

ill, ang in the resulting inspec-
« tion, 73 cases of acute kepons npotsoning
were documented. Soil. air and water in
the vicinily wers contaminsted. .
,ENTIVENS
In 1938, helm Hueper told off. =
cials of the t Co. that benridene
was carcindgenie. At the tune, Hucpers .
was an_emaployes of 1L,
Tn 1048, the chief medieal officer of
the Duffont Ca. presented a paper at an
international medical conference in Lon.
don at'which he arguecd that benridene
s net a carcinogen. Three yenrs later. .
according to Dr. Alichael \Willlams. lhe
modieal ofMecr o the Imperial Chemiend
Industrios Dyestuffs Division. was told
by the same company offictal that.
© \We hare knew rery well that Leuzkune

ANY

DU 038002




- July 27, 1979

4 caunisig Lisdder concer. BUt R 15 came
pany . .d" e tneriminels  suly the
Juther) . » o SuEStanNCY, Detas-naphthyte
smine. ’oe
TIRES -

Product hasards and cover-ups are not
limited to carcinogens liks asbesios or
chernicals, In 1973, 1 your afigg produe-
tion of the Firestone 500 tirg began, that
company's directer of dcvelopment was
given s memme in which N¢ was warned,

We are making an infenae guatity rasial
which will suljest Ul L6 Belt-edge ssparaties
st high rauesgs.

Nevertheless, Firestone producsd 24
million such tircs over the subsequent §
yenrs, insisting publiely that there wert
no desigm defeets In the tire. In 1977, 8
company mema noted that over & quartar
of the S00s had been returned (o the
manufacturer in 1 year.

PINTE AUTOMOSTLIS

In late 1977, “Mother Joties™ magazine
reported sn alleged 8§ yesr cover-up by
rord of a design flaw in the siting of the
¢as tank on Pint automobiles. It hes
besn estimated that 500 desths, or more,
could be attributed to the improper 0«
cation of the gas tank, which may rup-
ture, causing the gasoling to ignita.

In sn internal corporals memo. €ne
titled “Fatalitias Associated with Crash
Induced Fuel Leakage and Fires,” s Focd
employee reporiadly argued there was no
finsncial benefit in complying with Gov-
anment safety standards. Alisgediy,

° spmeone belleved that it was cheaper
to cover-up the hazsid and even 10 pay
the Uability claims than te retool the pro-
duction machinery or retrofit the unsafe
sutomobiles.

Mr. Speaker. these crse histories ds-
scribe 8 pattern of corporats behavior
which cannot be tolersted. Lat ma state
vary ciearly that I do not bdelieve that
these sorta of cover-ups constituts &
normal practice fer mast industrigs of
most businessmen in the United States
But neither can one conclude, given the
collective evidence. that Love Cansl, or

* zshestos, or DBCPs. or Pintos, or BaYy
of the others, that these sre merely isoe
ted incidents.

Thare are nuUMerous ressons why thess
hazards were not fully disclosed. As Dr.
Hueper wrote {n 1943,

1t 1z therefers, NOt A8 UNCEEUREN

-2
tice by the parties fnancially interested is

tuch MAtLers te keep Infermation on the
sacturrenes 8f Industrial eaancer wet unéer
cever.

In several situations, corpornts officials
cited fears of possibls litigation or cmu;
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placed on ity use had manufacturers
shared information they possessed about
nsbestos’ enrcinouenic proneriies? Wouid
we huve intalicd 14 In schools? Would we
have used it In hiale dryers? Would we
have waited until the toll of potential
cutror deatns had grown to such propors
tions before underiaking safety precaus
tions?

This legislation doas not require any
additional testing of produets: it does not
expand Government regulatocy activity:
it does not impose exhsustive paperwork
Lurdens on companies. -

All this lecgislation requires is this:
When a corporate manager, omcsr, or
directar, information concerns
ing the hazards of his product or induse
trial process, he must nouly potentially
aflected employces and the appropriate
Fed 1 Y ities

We cannot depend on Jovernment to
{denti{y cach hazard in every product or
procass which emerges. There are al-
ready ¢3.000 chemical compounds on the
market, and 1,000 new ones appesr ans
nually. The entire Environmentai Pre.
tection Agency spends just $103.3 mililon
annuslly 0 regulate the §128 dilljon &
year chemical Industry.

Unless we are preparsd L0 advocate &
massive incresss in Federal regulatory
activities, we must find alternative vays
ta assure serious hazards are
brought to public attentlen. I belisve that
burden properiy belongs with corporats
officers who are aware of these prodlems.

This legisiation is very timely, A unte
form Podarsl is ded to pro-

| TP VA
i the esnvicied defendant Here
such Ane ehall be net ea ‘“u.‘- ‘n”a'co.ao:t."

“(9) AS used 18 Uila cectione

“{1) the term 'lpg [itinte manacer’ means
& persen having Maiw T EB0.rity 1n of
o8 & DUSINCES ERLILY with reapect L0 & Pars
ticular predust or yiminess praciice, 1 such
AULROZILY SXtends Lo Infarming Prderal agone
cles and AueR Business satitys personner®
sbeut Sangers #¢ with sueh
o sucK p 4

P (or aay
or such Butiness practirer

“{2) the term ‘preduct’ means & predust
Of the DUSINGAS eALILY with respect 18 which
the relevant secuaed persem ls the Appre=
priate mansger:

“{3) the tsrm ‘Business practicy’ Mmeand &
b » wits respect W9 whieh the
teievant accused Dersont i Lhe sppropriacs
man

agery

“(¢) \he lerm ‘dissavary’, used with respess
to o serious danger, menns OBLAINS INfOrMAe
tisn Lhat weuid senvinee & ressensdie pere
408 ja the eireumstances ia whics ths dige
coverer 13 situated thas it is probable the
serisus danger ealsts:

“(3) the tsm ‘serius danger, used with
respect Lo & Ppredust er Businesa practice.
means hat the aermal or seasonedly fofe
seeable use of. o¢ the expesure of Bumas
beings 16, SUER Preduet or such Dusiness
practics Wil cause 4estR or serieus dodguy
{njury e a8 lndividual;

“(6) the term ‘sarieus bedtly tnjury’ mésns
Al impatrmant of physical condition. inciude
ing physical pain. that ersates s substantial
Tisk of deAtE or WRitl CAUSES SMTIOUS paTAA-
Neat disfgursment. uACCAKIOUINEIS, ¢Xe
tremse puis, ¢f permaszeas or cled lces
or impsirmest ¢f the function of any bodlly
ATRBAr SF SCPEA

“{7) e term ‘warn afected cmployews’,
used with respesst to & MrIus danger, means
give suficiont geseription of the danger ta all

teet unsuspecting employees and the gen-
ersl public. This legislation, which has
boan caraiully dralicd with the come
ments and recommendations of eriminel
Justice experts, occupational safetly spe~
cialists, and others {3 a concept which
must be incorporated Inte the Federal
code. I lcok forward to hearings in ths
House Subcomumittes on Crime in this
legislation in the near future, and I wel-
coms additional support . from other
Membara of the Houss.
The text of the bill and the list of
casponsors follow:
. R
A W1l ts amend Ltle 18 of the United States
Cods (o iMPIOR DCRLICies With respect 10

I8 wHrRing fe¢ or ia Lhe bSusises
eatity whe are likely to he subject to the
terious danger Ia the course of that werm

*{8) the term ‘appropeiate Feders! sgeney’
means & Pedersl ageacy haviag rogulatery
autharily with respeet 10 ths preducs or busi-
nesl practies aAg dangers o the sect
clssovered.”.

Ssm. X The tadie of sections for chaptar &8
of title 18 of the United States Code i3
amended by adding at the end the {cllowiag
Bew (tems
“1828. Nendisciesure of certals matters by

eatity p -

ABSITIONAL COSrONIORS
M. Conyors, Mr. Gere. Mr. Beard of Rliede
tsland. Mr. Bedell, Me. Setlenson, Alr, Donlor
of Michigen, MF. Drews of Califernia, Mo

cortaln * by

88 to dangerous produsts

D¢ 1t enacted Dy the Sensis and louse of
Repe o/ the Siet8z 9/ Amgre
{88 in Congress sssembied, That chapuar 89
af Utle I8 of the Unitad Statas Cods s
Amengss by ssding 8t the end tiw fellewing
new

pensation claimma by effected

other enses, the costs of cieanyng up er
Azing » product was a factor, But in ench
casg, certain corporate oficers made &
conscious decixion te subject unsuspects
g and io to which
ﬁouwmwumu-xmmumw

ves,

Tne lerislation witich we are introdue.
ing today is targeted at the serioug situ-
ations I have deseribod. Mailure to notify
cmployess and. appropriats reguintory
aucnchkes can lond 1o the expesure of mile
llans of indiividenls te hnzardous mse
teriale. as IR (he caap of sibostas where

Loen expased ia the last
knows vhat limitations might have beens

“f 18232, Nondisciasure f certals matters by
cartain and

e, Cary, blrs. Culsheim. Mr. Dal-
turma, Afr. Dizea, Mr. Derman, Mr, Downey,
AL, Zexhardt. AIr. TEZRPr, Mr. Zdunrds of Calle
fornia, Mr. Olickman, bir. Gray, 32, Guarial,
Ms. Holuman, and Mr. Leat.

Nr. Long sf Maryland, Mz Maguire, Mr.
Markey, Mr. AMcifugh. Sir, Altchell of Marye
land. Ar. Nesl. Mp. Nolan, Ale, Outinger, Ae.
Peppor. Mg, Simen, Mr. Selars M Speile
man, 3r. Stark, Mr. Sekes, Mr. Veatos, Mr.

ned
(] Mm
'(u.u AR APPIEPIiats manager with ree
s -

{3 llu;;m tn the eouras olrbumnc- [}
[

with such (or & comps of thas

pe ) or sk
“(3) knewingly falla te se Inferm ese
Pedern) [ ng 1f sush

Apprope gency In
has net bocs etherwiss 3@ infermed,
and warn saffectod employees ia writing,
such ampieyers liave net BeeR 89 wirned
befere the end of 30 days altsr such dissevrery
Is madet .
snall be Ansd net lew than $50.000 o¢ IMIpriee
oned not less tham 3 yesrs, o¢ bath, LS

M, Weaver, Mr. Weise, and Mr.
Welpe.

HAPPY BIRTIIDAY GERRI MAJOR
HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL g
-]

]

. or wtw voux

IN THE HOUSE OP REFPRRSENTATIVES
TRursday. July 26, 1979

¢ Mr. RANGEL. Afr. Spesker, I rie told

inform my colicagucs that on sund-r.s

July 29, Gerrl Major celebrates her 43th

birthday. N
Cerri's caress spans mors than 68

66
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