
James D. Cal l ag h an  

Senior Vice President

HILL AND KNOWLTON, In c . 

Public Relations /Public hjjairs Counsel 

033 THIRD AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N. Y. 10017 

212-697-5600

Div is io n  o f  En v ir o n men t a l  

an d Co n s u mer  Af f a ir s

October 31, 1973

Dr. Donald R. Lynam 
Assistant Director of Environmental 

Health
Lead Industries Association, Inc. 
292 Madison Avenue 
New York, NY 10017

Dear Don:

Attached are several clippings dealing with lead in the environment. First 
there is the story from Newsday about high levels of lead caused in a 4-year old boy 
by eating lead shot encased in the keel of a plastic toy boat.

The next story is one by John Stowell of AP of the Raleigh, N. C. conference. 
You may recall that we provided some background to Stowell before he attended this 
meeting. Don, do you have copies of all of the papers we presented to the Raleigh con­
ference? If so, could you please send me copies. Du*0 '

The other story of significance, of course, is the announcement that the 
Court of Appeals has ordered EPA to act on the lead and gasoline regulations within 
30 days. I am having our Washington office attempt to obtain a copy of the court's 
ruling and have asked them to check further with EPA to see if there are further 
developments in the regulations.

Sincerely,

JDC/ses
Enc.
cc: P. Robinson 

J. Smith

LIA-76472
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By BeCi Lnrnn iiml Janies \Y. Sullivan

]';■ >! Meadow—The lVl-’er. fonlrol Ctr.ar r,t the Nas­
sau County Mr die.il Center ha.-'. is-aied a !i ad-poisoning

rt ini* a ley sailboat that coniaias lead buckshot as ballast 
Hi iIs lu < 1.

Dr. (ill Grrenshor. «-.-opiate director of the cruller, 
N.icl Jb.nl .'Minorities have failed to dotee.nine who manufac­
tures tin- 1 eat and that only two of iho toys are known to 
have in en given to children.

A k '!,1;. r gave o ik - to the 4-yf.ir-cld son of a woman 
friend i)./vg Beach, and gave the oilier (o another child 
who lor d in t:i-■ .-.uue building.

i he woman had icad hint chiidrr n living in old houses are 
nd»iic i if* ' ad poi -vniing from i;,_ r1:n;e peeling paint, so she 
h i.k '.hr- -‘•war-eld and another of her children to the medi­
cal center for routine screening'. Doctors there disco voted 
that the hoc had a dang-erou-lv high level of load in his 
1 ml.

lie v .t -s rda-.ithd to the nodical center Any. 27 and au­
thor it it s l:!-.-an checking fer lead chips from paint. Instead, 
ii.t y found that lie had .-wallowed bucli.-hot-liko lead pellets. 
A search of the home turned tip the sailboat, with its keel 
battered open to expose a mass of pla-tic that contained the 
pellets.

Grecnsher said the child had been eating the plastic ma­
terial because it looked like candy. He wa.s treated at the 
medical center and released a week later, after the lead in 
liis -ysii ni had dropped to a safe level.

Mr .„r.vh: V, the poison canter began a search for the 
iit.'.nefa.cUfcr of (lie toy raid for the other boy who had te­
cs, ived • . "> a • F-.-cotid 1 ’s family had moved to Califor­
nia, I s a l,! hfir k UV. ( WlKiblu 1C h'.C.dC him.

Ti y -lo ware unable to determine v.h.-.t firm makes 
the lb: • h (Itcen.-her said the eerier hr.s t.-ied nnsuccess- 
i ;v •>> : ; y,r Idior to learn v.here lv bought the boats.

(ini oe.r ;.-!;ed that r.ir.c i.e with information efccttt the 
t:: w .f.. the. lobon Ccnuol Center at C42-2323.
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, r u- on a particular disease or 
(program. They have veto power 
lover the recommendations of

lLFAD-HVGAS' RULES ||
"r,r V/1THIU 30 DAYS,I/UL,

WASHINGTON, Oct. 30 (UP!)
' —The Environmental Protection: 
Agency said today that it would 
;coniply with a Federal Court! 
order to reach a final decision 
’within 30 days on regulations! 
.to limit the lead content of gas-j 
.oline. I
j The order was issued ycster-i 
,dav by the United States Cir-' 
icuit Court of Appeals for the: 
iDistrict of Columbia in response: 
t to a suit filed last January by 
:the National Resources Defense 
jCouncil and 12 other groups.i 
| Marlon Fitzwater, a spokes-- 
i man for the Environmental,
| Agency, declined to say whether | 
Ithe final regulations would be; 
,the same as those the Agency| 
jpropcsed last December.
; Under the December propo-j 
■ S3Is. Mr. Ftuwa'or said, there; 
iwould be an annual phased re-j 
jd'jction of lead in all grades of; 
gasoline from Jan. 1, 1975 to! 
Jan, 1 197S. j

Already in effect, is a regula­
tion, also proposed in Decent-! 
bor, requiring availability of at, 
least one grade of unleaded! 
gasoline by July 1, 197-1.

David Schoenbrod, an alter-1 
ney for the plaintiffs, said, “The 
regulations EPA has 'proposed' 
are inadequate, by EPA’s own 
admission, to protect the health 
of people in large cities."
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Tty John Stowell

. r.AT.rrc'i. xc. (aid  — a
child is more likely to suffer 
crippling lead poisoning 
from dust inside the house 
time ii'iin the soil outside,
accord ;.r/ to a rf'> catch re-
port pre.;< r.tcd at an envi-
ronmi ::T-! hnr.lth confer-
ence here.

Dr. .rr,:*P slav Yo m ai of the
I'nivrrsi* v of K ih  heater.
N.Y., to: a conic■ retire of
!!Ml ion;.l ;;u;d in'c■ mat ion,-il
author;* ; <);■ low-! cvcl tox-
icily i li a ’ lead-containing
du.n iiwd O *!.c hr • mo may
aecourp :‘o r •ho hi_inor hlnorl
’-'•'VCW (!":* •rvoci in iinner coy

Yn>*ni -- ■ : i n ’foioc-t con-
cl:i< ■ r-': .v vrsity of
jjr- ievolved
t/'V;: 'Z ' • - pf / ' • 1 lust front
floors. w-;]•- window
si:U nf ur '•>' i'ini;’, found
load im.ris [w<- tiro rs higher
than Hit: *i u. • ir.siii; ; low-risk
ruournan 'ncTV.oc paint ml
with now. low-ioad coatings.

The du*t itself may he the
previously unsuspected
source for the difference, he 
said.

Until now experts have

>

looked to paint chips, soil 
and colored newspaper com­
ics for lead poisoning in 
children who are afflicted 
with pica, the mysterious 
urge to e.at foreign objects.

A London researcher re­
ported. however, that “no hi- 
ological significance” could 
be found between the level 
of lead-contaminated soi! 
and incidence of lead poi­
soning.

Dr. Clifford Strehlow, an 
American, said a study at 
fM Mary’s Iln>o:tal Medical 
tichool in London suggests 
that "the rcc-or concern 
with regard to contaminated 
soils is not well founded," 
and that soil lead levels of 
ns much as R'.co'i parts per 
million "are without major 
significance."

Dr. Samuel Kp-'iein of 
Case Western Reserve Uni­
versity, a frequent environ­
mental health witness be­
fore congressional commit­
tees. chalor.ged Strchlow's 
conclusion that the findings 
can bo extrapolated to mean 
that street dust also can be 
excluded as a hazard.
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