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will not be known until the end of the century; but
tho high mortality rates of today suggest what may

. bo expected in the future. If working conditions
- gre not significantly altered, asbestos exposure can
- fead to 17,000 deaths from lung eancer, 10,000

deaths from cancer of the pleura and peritoneum,
and 10,000 denths from asbestosis, according to
projections by Dr. E. Cuyler Hammond of Uxe
American Cancer Socicty.

The first cnse of asbestosis did not come under
medical attention until 1000, 22 years after asbes-
tos was mined on a large-scale basis. The victim,
a British testile worker, had inhaled the asbestos
dust stirred up by the carding machine he had
operated for 14 years. Ten other men had been his
¢o-workers in the cardiag room. All died before
their thirtieth birthdays.

Since the recognition of asbestosis 72 \'ears ngo,
the discase has been widely studied the world over.
from the mines of South Africa to the mills of

OQucbcc. Today experts believe that asbestosis is

one of the most debilitating of the pneumoconio-
ses—Jung discases caused by dust inhalation.
Erupting 20 to 30 years after the exposure period,
the discase exhibits no warning symptoms to mark
its carly stages. Many studies have uncovered cases
of the discase in which the exposure was relatively
Jight and did not continuc over an extended period
of time. y

Although four varieties of asbestos are used
commercially, chrysotile asbestos, mined primarily
in Qucbee, accounts for 93 percent of world pro-

- duction. Under high magnification, chrysotile

fibers resemble fine polished wire or strands of silk.
. Strong, soft and flexible, they can be woven into
Iabrnc.

Chrysotile, however, is dangerons med)cnllv.
When inhaled, the ncedle- like fibers become
trapped in the Io“ er bronchioles of the lunzy. Nor-
raally, protective cells called phagocytes dcenoy
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The osbestux icorker mizing coment is partially protceted
by a rcspirator. The asbecetos fibers in the eir, hoicceer,
endangcer his felloic employccs, just as his dust-luden
clothes arc a menace 10 his famity. N'cro OSI1A standard
requircs that esleatos matcrials be mired in clased

" containcrs.
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