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Further to our talephone conversatiop of the Sth

Lostant and referring o your letter of the same date
TRef. TAABiIVE), 1 have o say thet we contemplats
presucing at the rate of 1000+.200C tons spinning fidbre

% ZOOD tons short lengtn fibre per nanum. The cutput
is 3ffirult to fix at chis stsge and will be zovernsd
Tergely ¥ the gusntity of snorts {asbesios-cement grade)
thet can he absorded In establiished indusiries as long
length fibre predaminites in the W.A. deposdit and,snould
the demand arfRgven larger guantities hen 2000 tons per
~nnum of fong fidre cosuld be groduted with % shores
L»raduetian. of 3000 tons.

fn order to produce a high grade and well
srepared product in accordance with the damands of the
trade ol estadbiished manufacturing zzmts and processes,
rertadn essontial steges are necesaary in the zabestos
=331 und a0 apprecieble variation in the ocutput of the mill
wotdd net mean apy apprectizble eariation £u the inttial
wapital Sovesigest reynired in the aiiling piantg, W¥nile
we et a itantstive ocutput of ary lQO0 tons 1on¥ and
) 000 tons shgrt fibre per annum, the zuccess of e mill
iz npt dependent, on these quentities hbeing at once absorded
tnd, gt tae ather haod, larger gumntities couldd be produced
~tiaocut ertensirve :iverations €0 our equipment. The chief
item of ceat of production =411 Be the mining wad the output
=% this singe can, of course, he resdily varied scécording
_ %o the derand. .
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it is not anticipated in the first place that
Augtrallals industry will be adle to adsord sll the
Tong fibre and the surplug will de available for export.
L. . Hancock Asbestos Cou bhave informed us that they
nave enguiries for 180 tms crude-{lomg fibrse) per annum
from Johns-Manville, New ork, and for 1200 tons per annmum .
{of wiich two thirds to Ye crudes). from Asbestos Ltd,, New
York. Such enguiries ars of interest at present, however,
chiefiy in assisting to establiah the sceomomic basis of
the proposed induatry, exd the chief products a3 far as
war-tige Industry In Australis 13 concernegd are: -

(1) Spinning tibrs for the sanufacture of yarn
.eord, cloth and packings. !

{2) Hillboard.
{3} Pipe and boiler coverings.
{4) Astastos-cenent sheets.

Ia sddition to established umes, we znticipete
finding an outlet for & considerabls quantity of jong
fibre for the laggiag of all heaved surfaces in the ship-
wifidisg Andustry, Blue fidbre is well suited for this

PUrpoOBS.

¥ith regard to the attitude of Auatrslian mamu.
factarsrs of asbestod tomant, we have besn in close
toueh vith Asbeatos Froducts Ltd, in Eydntey and have been
infornsd that thsy are very satisfied with asbestos vement
.contaising 308 of Dlue fibre and on the 18/10/4¢, Nr.
Machiarmid, manager of that lompany, wrote as per oopy
/ of letier attached bexwwith. .

The matter was referred to South African producsrs
by cable on the £26/7/42 s %o thelr sxperience with blue
asbesten and on 31/7/42, they replied as foilowai «

2Your twentysevanth first question 4 polouy finished
article ijmenterial up to hundred ibs, capedlue grades
nay be wsed to each gundrod A1bs, shingle fibre which
may even be partieaily replaced by paper stock capsdl
genaraliy bavxnihfrcater tensile sirength than shing:
ibre or up to rty 1bs, Transveslblue Grade 5 to
e;ggkgansroiiibs. §h&y:gt$1&-:§:;b uugt be at jeast
s e guality. 8sco nes no but generslly
blus far less suitable mo&ldin; purposes %han
chrysotile compiisents®, ]

 This opinton states that good zuality biue can be
mixed with chrysotile 100 purts: 100 parts and that up to
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<o% of & iower grade of bilue may be so used.

Biue ibre 1s sulled jarticularly for flat
:heets and Super-€ corrugated aad not for moulding
surpoges hut the +w0 former {tegs constituts ihe major
12e8.

The zttitude of Ashestos Proeducts Lid. to the
wie of blue fibre has been consistemtly fzvourable within -
+He abovg weanticned llmftations.

We have not been in Zirept touch with the othar
*#9 compeniies concerned but understand that thelr
attitude 18 less sympathatic because thelr established
practice 48 based of the uss cf ¢hrysciile only, and
poasibly becauses well rilled Australian blue has not been
svallsable. We have, however, conducted e consideradle
cpount of investigation and carried out numerous trials
in our own test laboratory and nave Batisfied curselves
that satisfactory shests can be made froa bive fibre.

We ars very satisfled with these results and,
zs we consfider that any opposition to the use of blue
£ibre 13 pore & matter of opposition to change of procedure
in which gatisfacvrory favtolry metiods have Deen established,
it i3 now Fropalo& that should there be any reluctance on
the part of existing msaufscturars to susord supplies of
biue once we hava Elac&d & bigh grade snd well prepared
fibre on the market, to arrange for supplies of nzdestos-cement
snsets Lo .De panufactured vo our specification and to ouy
secount und Tisk,

-,
Should the further step of addftional ranpfacturing
plant be rsquired for this fg:polo, wo have plans already :
completed for the inatallay of manufacturing pland for t
ocaking f1lut sheets from blue fidbre but $t is not our :
intention to procesd xith this at presant unlesa Tegueated
to o 20 by the Directorate of Materlais Supply, We have
been infarped by the latter Department that many snquiries
xirerdy oxist for biue Pidres and that business in the past -
235 been hanpered by inadeguate production ang by inefficient :
2iliing metiiods which have gesil in an laperfactly i

prepared fitre being placed on the market, - prOposad :
lant and sethodn w avercome both these faules eh }
sve hindeymd e use of blue asbestos in the past,.snd we.

feel confident that 1f we accept the finsncial responsidility i

of proving ffa suitability for <he purposes mentionsd herein,

re will be adle to overctome any oppositfon to {ts use that t
zay exist with some sanufactfurers af prasant.

As far s spinniag is coneeryed, crocidolite . okaas
dafinitely De used for thii work and, if. existisz SEsnufa

zre unwilling to change ovdr from imporied .chrysotiiss
i‘:":"':'mm RN IR | * 4 A— - a\;};.?:-fwcrwsa:xgl"“ SR
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SoZpared ¢ aoerpt whatever rasponsibility or instal
whztever plsnt is necessary o onsure thewilisation of
~aar TAbrs.

venerally speaking, we have satisfied ocurselves
trat blue Iibre 2an Le used for the purpodes mentionmed
a0 That thare is no sound reason why the almost
wlindtea supplies of blue fidre in Western Australia
3n0¥ld not be developed sund used to replace a corresponds
ing guantity of imported chrysotile, . -

He nave, soreover, considered these propossls -
o canjunetion witk the productlion of chrysotile fibre
Ly 2aspanien asbestos Proprletary Lid, which nas new been
~x=isvered in Taswanias, mad Lt 13 hoped that the permissidle
serventage of blue ftbre will lelp to xmeke up for an
deficlency in quantlty that may be procurable from the
imatler Trinanian fleld and so g0 a long way towarda
astaRiishisg & fature all-Auvstralisan industry.

Yours I althfulliy,

pro Asting General Nanager..- -
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