es the gas and water with a
. proprietary chemical emulsifying
azent. Dr. Ewbank, who has been
working on the process since 1965,
says that as muca as 13% water ran
be used with no engine modific
tions cther than minor carburo:or
adjustments and disconnection of
pollution contrel equipment.

emulsi

iCl fies together
buzinass in Americas

A big new chemical entervrise
spanning North and South America
emerges today. Britain's Imperial
Chemical Industries is pooiiag all

its operations in those areas into a
single company, ICI . Americas,
whose sales exceed $1 billion. So
that it will not be confused with
the pew firm. ICl's major wholly
owned U.S. subsidiary meanwhile
has chanzed its name from 1CI
.America to 1CI United States.

.The new structure for ICI's ac-
tivities in the Western Hemisphere,
according to William B. Duncau,
chzirman of ICI Americas, will
“bring ahout a closer degree of
eourdinatien’ within the region.
“This wiil ensure, above all, that
maragtinent resources of our major
comipanies are avazilable in a mutu-
allv supportive way to our smaller
corivanies throughout the Ameri-
cas, Ua‘txcularly the develoomo
companies in Latin America,” he
adds.

ICI- Americas will tie together
five companies oparating in North
America and six in Latin America.
The largest, units are Canadian In-
dustries, Ltd.. Canada’s largest
chemica! con:pany with sales of
$3%5 million last )ear iCI United
States, with sales of $250 millicn;
and i.mpc.m! n —\.rvcnlm with
sales close to 2100 miilion. A Latin
Amnerican division wiil look ufter
five smallcr sehsidiaries in Brazil,
Mexico, andd other Latin American
countries, where saies totaled about

Duncan: claszr degroe of coordination

F,..-.,\..,‘,-.;.,,'_‘. —— . -
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$10¢ million. ICI Americas’ head-
quarters will be adjacent to ICI
United States’ facilities in Wiiming-
ton. Del.

Mr. Duncan, who had been
chairman of the former IC1 America
sincs 1969 and is also a director of
parent ICI in Engiand, notes that
the new regional organization will
have considerable autonnmy. An
unusual feature i3 that its board nf
directors, made up of 15 membsrs
drawn fiom the U.K., the U.S,,
Canada, and Latin America. in-
cludes nine outziders who are not
officials of ICI or its affiliates. Presi-
dent and chiel executive of 7
Americas is Bdward . Goett, who
had been president of the former
ICT America.
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&irco late entry &

¥,
G, sewage treatmient
Although well behind competition
by U'non Carbide and Air Prod-
ucts, Airco is entering the poten-
tially huge new market fer oxygen
and oxvgen technelogy in wastewa-
ter treatment with a new svstern it
calis F30O (forced free-fall oxygen-
ation). Like irs competitors, Alrco

inivally iz aimiug at new and
upgraded municipul  vasrewater
trectment plarts. However, the

company alsc is designing the F30
system for use in chemical, nulp
and paper, hydrocarbon, and food
processing wastewater plants.

Recognizing  the handicap of
being third iuto the business be-
hind the four-vear-old Unox system
of Union Carb:de and the two-yvear-
oid Oases system of Air Products,
Alrco vice president Warren Fran-
cis says, * We wanted to bring
sometmrg [new] to the pary.” Mr.
Francis® poinis 0 {our distin-
guishing characteristics of the F3Q
system: Ccompaci moduiar design
(the system caa st like a box in the
corner of an existing aeration tank),
lower capital cost and less plant al-
teration, increased safety from oxy-
gen-trigzered explotmn' and im-
mpdla.,y of operation.

These points make FO particu-
larly suited for upgrading existing
city sewage plants. Airco “will push
kard on the system’s quuk installa-
ticn at reladivery lew cost {310,000
per million gollens a dav o( plant
capacitv), its favorable cnergy use
(the same as or ices than an exist-
Gy treatmient plm.t 1, and its ability
te double or tripie the capacity of
existing plarts. The first wunicipai
teut of the Alree system will e a
i A5 m" at Wavne,
wilt gout up i August,

| Hearings under way
on vinyl chioride ruizs

The Occupational Safety and
Heslth  Administration opr"xed
public hearings iast week on the
agency's proposed permarent stan-
dard to reduce wo-.cer exposure 1o
vinyl chloride to a “no detectable
level.” The hearings promise to be
long and acrimonicus. There are 89
schaduled panels of witnesses. -.;.".d
guestioning is permitted.

A lead-off witness for tha Scoiaty
cf the Plastics Industry, Anton Vit-
tone, president of B. Goodrich
Chemical, argued t}*at ther: are
“no data showing that expos ure
Jevels as provided under th~ ene
gency standard {30 p.p.m.j are ..oc
safe and of a low degree of risk.”
He said tnat “the proposed perma-
rent standard is not technelogicatly
feasible and, if adonied, would shiat
down the indusirv.” 3P! estimares
that this could resull in the loss of
1.7 million to 2.2 miilion jobs and a
loss of domestic prodn tion vaiue of
365 million to S40 mu.wn aupually.

n mace of OSHA’s pre '
manent standard. Mr. Victor
poses a stepped reduction fer
e cxposure 1in ')’)"V'Vlﬂ‘«'i [+
resin plonts that would lew:r
ce'luw 10 40 p.p.on. this vear 2ud w0

% p.p.m. by iate 1976. tlis pro-
posed syaﬁd'\r( fur  monomer
plants are a ceiling exposure of 25
p.p.m. for 1974 and of 10 p.p.m. for
late 1975,

However, United Rubber Work-
ers president Peter Boromarite told
the hearing that the “Government’s
goal of ‘no detectable level' for
\myl chloride is both necessasy vnd
feasible.”” Charac terizing the ndus-
trv prediction of economic doom as
blackmail, Mr. Bummarito con:
tends that sithough some of the
-clder plants might have Jifxiz";‘.'izg.-'
justifying major mteraunn; “novwer
plants have a different p'"nlnm
characterized by the wnl’ not the
ability, to do the job.” The iabor
position drew support from a drafy
-envirunmental impact statement

|
|
|
|
|
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prepared by the Deparimcm of
Labor, which concludes thai “no
evidence to date indicates that pio-

will stop viny} preduction and um
What eifect testimouv at the
‘hearing will have on OSHA'e final
permanent standard remains to b
seen. But Danisl P. Boyd, d"--lul
of the oifice of standards &
-ment for OSHA said tha
paring the final standard,
wmust be by Oct
wld consider the v

levelo l"
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