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In its study of the Québec asbestos
industry commissioned in 1973 by
the Department of Natural Resources
and presentéd in report form in
1975, the Department's division of
Mineral Economy and Development
made special mention of the fact that
“commercialization of Québec as-
bestos (by the companies) is pres-
ently being conducted with great ef-
ficiency’.

The report also warns the Gov-
ernment against the danger of dis-
rupting “integration with the world
economy, which is a characteristic
of the Québec industry, and on which
it depends for stability and growth”,
which, according to the author,
“could lead, in addition, to the efim-
ination, to all intents and purposes,
ot private capital inflow in the future
expansion of the industry in Qué-
bec.”

The provisional balance sheet for
production and sales of mining com-
panies in 1976 shows to what extent
asbestos commercialization is car-
ried out with great efficiency, and
the investment programs in which
the industry is presently engaged, at
a cost of tens of millions of dollars,
attest to the importance of the in-
flow of private capital.

f\sbestos
and Quebec’s economic
development

Contributions to the State

But neither the report, nor most
documents, studies and press arti-
cles published since then, mention
the economic benefits accruing in
Québec as a result of these per-
formances with respect to commer-
cialization and capital inflow.

Thus, it is too often ignored that
the asbestos mining industry, by vir-
tue of its efficiency and stable
prices, markets and their maturity,
contributes more to the Québec
Treasury than all the other mining
sectors.

In fact, Québec income from as-
bestos mines alone represents 60%
of all income derived from the en-
tire Québec mining industry.

in 1976, asbestos companies will
have paid the State, in mining rights,
company income taxes and other
provincial taxes, over $40 million.

Salaries

However, this is only one aspect
of the industry’s contribution to the
Québec economy.

Thanks to full empioyment policy,
it provides work to more than 6,500
persons, who are aiso tax-payers,
who share salaries totalling over
$100 million.

Company disbursements for the
various social benefit programs, —
retirement and pension plans,
worksmen’s Compensation 8oard,
unemployment  insurance, etc. —
amount to close to $20 million, to
which should be added substantial
sums which the industry devotes to
scientitic and medical research for
the development of health conditions
at work.

On the other hand, the perform-
ance of these mining activities, con-
centraled in five Eastern Township
localities, directly benefits 55 000
inhabitants of this Québec region
which, essentially, depends on the
asbestos industry.

Purchasing policy

Furthermore, the asbestos indus-
try, in doing business with some
290 Québec suppliers spread among
the mining communities, the adjoin-
ing cities and the major centres like
Québec and Montréal, purchases
nearly $85 milliion worth of goods
and services annually in Québec.

In this way, in total, the asbestos
compagnies whose 1976 sales are
about $340 million, injected some
$300 million into the national econ-
omy.
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- McGill and Inclustrial Health

The Occupational Health and Sale-
ty Unit of Montréals MeGIll Uri-
versity 15 currently condueting im-
portant research sludies dealing
particularly with dust elimmnalion,
identification of dangers associatad
with the use of chemical products
ang the health of workers in the as-
bestos industry

The Institule of Occupational
Medicine of Montreal. an organiz-
alion created by the Ouébec As-
bestos Mining Associalion, recent-
ly commssioned the depariment to
conduct twa rasearch projects lo
be financed by the Inglitule The
first project deals vath the methods
used to decrease the concentralion
o asbestos fibres in rospiradle air
using  electncally-charged  water
droplets sprayed from aetnsal cans,

.
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“Industrial
doctors practice
occupational
medicine”

Invited as the Guest of Honour &t the clesing dinner
of the Annual General Megting of the Assocration of
Doctars of Industral Medcine, Dr Michel Lesage,
Medical Direclor of the Quebec Ashastos Mining As-
saciation, staled hat the setling-up of an necupa-
lional medicine system would be o Iitle value with-
oul the active participalion of gompany doctars,

Agreeing with the idea of creating an Occupational
Realth Board, as recommended In the report of the

the second will b conducted in coop-
eration with the Institute of Ogeu-
pational Medcing of the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical
Medicing of the Unwersiy of Lon.
don It will deal mamly with inci-
dences of death and radiological
changes among employees working
1 the asbestos minng industry.

A mulfidisciplinary team

MeGill University's Occupationat
Health and Safety Unt 15 headed by
Dr Graham Giobs, Industriai Hy-
gienist, and groups together doc-
tors, engineers and expents in othet
vanous helds, such as migrobiolagy
and geology The unt 15 geared to
stutly all aspects of the industrial
environment susceptible to affect
the health and safety of warkers

'r“

the asbestos industry {Beaudry Report], Dr Lesage
feels, however, that it would be a great mistake 1o
entrust medical probiems anly o Community Health

Centers

Consultants

- Dr. Lesage

According to the Association's medical director,
these units are, above all, administrative conlral and
supervisary bodias “The larges! share of achisve-
ments in occupational medicine in Québec”, he
stated, “were carried out by company doctors who
are truly consultants In ther fields of andeavour and
primatily dedicated to the health of the workers

In Dr Lesage's opinion, industrial medicine spe-
crahists should be involved in the planaing and sty
of any Bill aimed at Occupational Medicing i Qué-
bac “The company doctor is an cccupational dactor
who, better than anyorie is aware of workers' prob-
fems and of their milieu as he 15 direclly in confact’
with them &l the time"

Dr Lesage also slressed thal effective accypa-
tional medicing should not only prevent hesith prob-
lenms, but also promote and matain 1he hughest de-
gree aof physical, mental and social welfare of wark-

Commitiee for the sludy ol the Health Conditions i ers

The Departrent's principal lab.
oratory faciibies are located al
Mont 81 Hilawre, near Montreal, ang
nclude two expenmental units to
study exposure 1o dust, and highly-
perfected equipment to check the
elficiency of respiratars  Experts
siudy the effects produced by vari.
ous lavels of illumination. the per.
formance of ventilation systems and
dust &nd nose measurng and con-
frol devices

In addition to lormulaling and
making recommandations relative 1o
ndustrial health, the MeGill de-
partment cooperates with industry

regarding implementation and de-,

velopment of equipment needed to
Improve hygienic and health work-
ing conditions.

The
Johns-Manville
five-year
plan

The decision faken by the Johns-
Manviliz Company 1o pursve 1$ in-
veslment pragram, amouting to §77
miflion, 15 part of @ Dve-year plan
1o develop the Company's facilibes
at Asbestos

Essentially. the program’s oblec-
tve 1g to ensure, over the next quar-
fer century, ophimal annyal produc-
tion at the Jelfrey Mine ({700 000
shortfons).

Optimum efficiency

The five-year plan, with its {hreg
stages, was annaunced at the begin-
ning of Apr 1976 Since than, 4 new
complex has baen buit for construg-
ton and mamntenance purposes,
bringing  together under one roof
several different shops in order to
maximize sarvice efficency,

[tis expected that work on expan-
sion of the mng, whose deposits
have been mined for over 100 years,
wil be completed between now and
1980

Mine expansion with a view 1o
guarante cantinuous supply of fibre
gl Its present rate, calls for imple-
mentation of a major refiting and
relocalisation pragram.

New facilities

Thus we are proceeding with con-
struction of new administrative of-
fices and relocalisaton of main stor-

age areas, the mechanical shop and ™

the shovel shop. This also apphes
to tha effluent purification plant
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Relocalisation activities also affect
a residential sector of some 250
dwellings

The Johns-Manville five-year pian
15 part of an expanded construction
and rengvation program completed
in 1974 and Invotving investmients
totaling $74 miliion, aimed at main-
taining production ¢apacity and im-
proving healih condillons very con-
siderably

Research at the
Association

Promotion of technical research
and of technological development are
two of the mayor objectives of the
Quebec Asbestos Mining Associaton.

Within the framewark of Its activ-
ties in hus area, the Assqcialion has
recently retained the services of an
expert in noise conirol and industrial
dust fltration techniques, Geolirey
Knight.

Before joming the Association,
Mr Kmgnt was employed by the
Department of Energy, Mines and
Resources of Canada whera he was
involved with rasearch on dust and
the anvironment While at the De-
partment he developed a sampling
system of respirable dust and an
anglysis system with quartz (Si0y)
assesment by X-ray diffraction.

In hig new assignment, MrKnight
will act as an advisor {o the asbestos
industry 1 dust measuring and con-
trol malfers, He wil be stationed
at Thetiord Mines and his office
will be lacated in Ihe industrial ¢li-
ne

Exchange programs

Mr Knight's appowniment was
preceeded by the hinng of Marc
Trudeau, Geologicai Engnesr and
speciaist - gnalysis instrumenta-
lion, as Research Agvisar for the
Assceiaton He has been holding
the position for the last few months.
Mr. Trudeau 13 manly rasponsible
for establishing a conlinuing ex-
change program with scientists and
researchers . studying properties of
asbestos fibres

Mr Trudeau was among the ex-
perts called upon by the Investiga-
tion Commitie on Hygiene m the
Asbestas {ndustry to assisl in the
preparation of its repart
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Bell Asbestos’ modernization

program is

Health, hygiene and environment

well underway

Phase 11 of Bell Ashestos' reno-
vation, moderization and building
program which it has been involved
In smoe 1373 shouid he completed
his sunmer The entire program

| representing investments of around

| 88 millon, 15 essenhially aimed at
| optimun elimination of dus! sources
in the process*plant and n thy Com-
ipany’s other facilies at Thetford
Mings

According to the Company's Pres-
Ident, Marcel Doras, Bell Atbestos
tackled the hygiene prablem in its
entirely, and worked towards solu-
lions which meet the objecties st
by pubhic authorities for hygene and
health at work

A new building

A six-story bulding was added
to the existing mil and will contain
the most modern equipment and
tools currently available Installar
tion of the equipment 15 uncervay,
and this part of the project, which
also meludes relocation of existing
equipment t the crushing section,
15 now 85% completed

Phiase {li, which 1 also presently
underway, includes relocation and
madernizatien of machinery in the
first mill As far as enginsering
work related to the project is con-
cerned, most work Is being carried
out by company employees At the
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begnaing of 1977, completed work
Tequirer expenditures of $5 700 000

Uninterrupted production

In &ddiion 1o construction of a
new buiding, all other renovation
&nd modernization work witl ensure,
in the orignal facilties, eflective
envirermental control. and perform-
ance cabbre smilar to that which
wil be obtaimed in the new bulding
Al work has been conducted with-
out any mlerruptions 1o production
operations

Al conveyors and  siftars are
gradually being covered to elimmate
dusl emission Push-pulls (air-cysh-
ioned separators) providing perfect
airkightness are also befng added in
the new mill

Projects already compleled, which
have notably included inslallaton of
a dust filtration systern in the dryer
and implgmentation of three dust
filiraion systems in no, 3 shaft,
have resulled in a 50% tecrease m
the dust level

Automation

New projects beng currenty
studied deal with mprovement of
hygienic conditions m the ore ware-
houses where 4 ew air purllicaion
tochmigue will be introduced durng
1977 Finally, waste Iransporlalion
tethods at loading and dumping
paints have been automated at a
cost of 1500000,

Bell Asbestos’ naw butding, the mamm s system fiters and push s,

m

Considerahle progress
at Carey-Canadian

Carey-Canadian, of East Broughton, s
currently conducting an ar purification
program started in 1976. Over $3 million
are being aliacated for this profact aione,
and already considerable progress hag
been made in open pit operations, as well
as in the mill and related facilites

Thus, aince June, 1976, a new central anr
aduction system is providing etfective and
adequate veatilabon thraughout tha entire
mill By the end of the current year all
sifters will be recovered and the covering
of the conveyors will be compleled by the
baginning of 1978

New equipment

Last February, the Quebec Govemment's
Environmental Protection Department au-
thorized the Company to nstal six dyst fil-
tration units The new equipment which fi-
ters g total of over 500 000 cubic feet of
air per mmute, will be located In the mil,
the drying and packing sectons, the pilot
plant, the laboratory and the dust filening
08bing for employees

In order for dust accumutation to be elim-
inated more effectively, all floors have
baen insulated, and electric cables wil be
entirely covared

The current program wil also prowide a
fink up of all exigting equipment in the mill
fo the central eduction system, as 1 the
cage now for most vibrating sifters and con-
veyars,

An environment commitiee
For the Iast year, the Company has st

Up & special team to detect dust sources
and to ensure srooth operation of the puri-
fication devices. An environment commit-
tee, composed of managament and umon
representatives was lormed to ensure en-
vironmental quafity and to recommand the
most effective ways of improving hygienic
conditions

Major wark is currently being carried
out in the amalysis laboratary to eventually
double ts sutface area Once the work is
completed. by September 1377. the lab will
be equipped with a complate iltratan, heat-
ing and arr conditioning system

(On the nther hand. the Gompany recenlly
purchased, at a cost of $300000 a new
drll. equipped with a dust filtration sys.
tam, which will replace existing drills

War against noise

Finally, m order to eliminale noise pol-
Ition as much as possible, a sound-proot
room was bullt in the garaga shop and i
|encers have been inslalled on several paris
of equipment used oy enployees

Carey-Canadian’s Presicent Mr. Prus,
feels that parties concemed should be rea-
sonably happy with progress made ance
the start of the ranovation and moderniza-
tion program, all the while noting that the
ioh Is not over “We'll manage, said Mr
Prus, and with the continuing cooperation
of all our personnel, Carey-Canacian will
succead 1n considerably improving hygienic
conditions and meef the objectives set out
in the Beaudry report "

L R
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Health, hygiene and environment

Project at
the National
Division of

Lake Ashestos

In 1976, the [ ake Asbestos Com-
pany began an additional modernza-
tion and air punfication pragram at
its National Divigion tn Robertson-

e |

Ashestos
on French TV network

As part of a documentary on
induatrial health, the Lake As-
bestos  Company will be the
subject of a televislan feature
o e broadeast Aprl 3rd,
.over the French CBC net-
work's, Les Beaux Qimanches
Radio-Canada  crews wsited

the Comgany's Black Lake site
where they fimed each phase
of mining operations trom the
Open-pit mining stages {38@ our

ville whieh will have required invesl-
ments tofaling around §3 milion
by 1980

Installation of ten ar fitration
systems at the mill and deyer was
completed at the beginning of the
year and the equipment 1§ now In
full operation A compressor with
4 capacity of 2190 cu. ft/min has
been installed to ensure the equip-
ment operates smoothly

The plants hygiene wil be con-
siderably Improved due lo the

photo) to the processing plant
and pressure packmg For this
report, which was fimed n
February, Liongl Phize, Vice-
presidant of the Company, and
Benoit Poulim, Intenm Presi-
dent of the Unicn, were inter-
viewed.

Lake Asbestos (annual pro-
duction 168G 000 short tons)
fias heen in operaton since
1957

three new ceniral suction gystems
to be put ity operation at the mill
dryer and crusher

Magnetic concentration

A new magneuc concentration
systam 1§ already being used at
the dryer and prosess plant for the
ore gang waste before milling This
procedure ensures, - conunclion
with four additional vertical mills,
a higher production rate

Tan push-pulls {air-cushioned sep-
arators) will soon be placed inlo
service 10 the plant for the first
asbestos separation phase. Two
pressure packers have also been
addedto the equipment !

L.ake Ashestos purchased National
In 1973 The mili ang mine, which
employ more than 250 people, pro-
duce 80000 tons of fibre annually.
Up to now, work performed at Re-
bertsonville has requred invest
ments of dver §1 million

At Black Lake

On the other hand, the Company
]has finished nslalling at 1ts Black
Lake mill, which was built 1n 1938,
Whree cenlral Suction unts at the
bracess plant, dryer and Crusher
1o ensure cleanliness in the plant
About $250 000 wers allocated for
[ work.

The use of continyally modern-
200 techrical equipment 15 of prime
imporlance 11 dust control and hy-
giene in the ashestos mdustry
Following annual examinations con-
ducted by the Thetford Mines In-
dustrial Clinic and venfication by
the Pneumology Committee of the
Workmen's Compensation  Board,
not a single incidgnce of pulmanary
disease was discovered among the
359 employees working for Lake
Ashestos at Black {ake

Tourism and recreatioh
in the Thetford Mines region

Mining 15 not mcompatible with & plaasant te-style,
witness he pictures from 2 new tounsm leaflet on Thet-
ford Mines and region

This Teafiel. produced by the Gity of Thetford Mines,
15 meant 1g gromote tha area’s main pomts of interes!
and will be widely circulated throughout Canada and the
United States with Ihe assistance of the Quebec Ministry
of Tounsm, Fish and Game and the Canadian Tounst
Rureay

According to Guy Beaudoin, Ecanomse Developmant
Manager for Thetford and an of the man forces behing
regional promotion, "Thetlord Mines owes Its exisience
1o asbestos and we are proud of it. But we tao often for-
gat thal the region affers the lounst several scenic sights
and accasions to prachice outdoor sports such 88 Swim-
ming, hunting, lishing, camping, et "

Within a ten-milg radius of Thelford are to b found no
less than 12 fakes

W



Is regrouping
of mines
desirable?

Recently, the Eastern Townships
Regional Development Council's
Mining Committee submitted a re-
port entitled “A Québec Asbestos
Policy” to the Ministry of Natural
Resources.

The Eastern Townships RDC has
accomplished some very interesting
work and it is fitting to recognize
the commendabie efforts made by its
members in preparing the report.

The RDC report formulates two
main proposals: to regroup five
mines located in the Thetford-Black
Lake region to be used to supply a
central treatment plant and to
create a marketing board.

Regrouping

Theoretically, the RDC proposal
is not without a certain logic. A log-
ic which, if pursued further, could be
applied to a great number of indus-
trial sectors in Québec.

However, all those connected with
the industry, who have a consider-
able experience in the mining opera-
tions of asbestos, are unanimous in
affirming that,. in this particular
field, such regrouping would not im-
prove production in any way. Quite
the contrary.

In addition, the enormous invest-
ments that such a project wauld ne-
cessitate are totally out of propor-
tion with respect to the anticipated
results.

Besides the fact'that the RDC pro-
posal would lead-to the closing of
four plants, of which three were built

not so long ago. a regrouping of this ««

magnitude would signify, as a direct
consequence of the concentration of
activities, a massive lay-off of as-
bestos workers,

Marketing Board

Following an exhaustive study of
the asbestos industry situation, the
Ministry of Natural Resources’ Di-
vision of Mineral Economy and De-
velopment submitted a reportin 1975
in which it concludes that such a
Board “‘would disrupt integration of
the Québec mining sector into the
world economy and would risk de-
stroying this sector’s main expen-
sionary force in Québec".

The report further states: “Under
present economic conditions, where
Québec primary sector can expand
considerably, this would not seem
desirable. The creation ol such a
board would also disrupt the rapport
between producers and buyers and
would necessarily lead to marketing
difficulties because of its lack of
know-how, at least in the beginnings.
it offers no real gains since Québec
asbestos marketing is presently con-
ducted with great efficiency.”
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