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Wiagertown Dany Tmes

Vanderbilt Warns of Talc Ruling Impact

By Alan Emory

Times Weshington Corespondent
=~ WASHINGTON — The R'F. Vanderbili Co,

says il would suffer *irreparable harm” if the

povernment finafizes a role that wonld clansify

minesals in ity St Loawrence Counly tale as

asbestos, ’

“The preliminary version of the sule, known
as an ashestos siandard, was pubilished by the
Ocoupativnal Safety and Healih Administra-
lon (OBHAY June 20, 1986, bul. its application
{i the Vanderbilt Lalc has been postponed three
tames, the latest delay until July 21, 1980.

. In & leiter dated the same day as the 1988
Mling, from Attys. Dennis M. Race, Daniel Jo-
seph and David (3, Sumner Lo Assistant Labor

retary Juhn A. Pendergrass, who runs O8-
@A, Vanderbilt srgued that evidence supgort-
ing the exclugion of “"non-ashestos minerals”
l':::im the esbestos standsrd "remains unrebul-
tird."”

1 The section of the rule Vanderbilt has heen
Aghting would put some of its non-nsbestos
thinerals in the same enlegory ns asbestos fibers
becauge they are at least three Limes longer
J}mn they are wide,
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Yandorbilt argued thal DSHA was relying
alinost entirely on Ltestimony from the National
Institule for Occupational Safety and Heallh
INIOSI, whase 1980 study linked lung disease
amang Vanderbill tole miners and millers in 81
Lawrunce Counly Lo expostire 4o asbeatos-jike
miperals in the lale,

NIGSH nfTered "nn scientific boses for ity
recommendnation,” {the Vanderbill letier main.
lnins, “po geientific srmovent, compeiling or
otherwise, tosupport its definition.™

The Jetter said that if the iasue wound up in
rourl the company was “conflident that OSHA
cannnt sipport ity choices and that Vinderbilt
will prevail on Lhe merits nfter judicia) review of
theslandards”

In the letter, which was attached o an lnter-
nal NIOSH report of 8 controversial study of
tale miner morlality that had been concealed
fromy NIOSH Director J. Donald Millar and
from several NIOSH scientista who conducted

the 1950 survey, Vanderbilt anid it could "dem--

onsirate more than ndeqnately Lhe irreparable
harm" to the company and that the proposed

All the Lales mined by Vanderbilt al its Gou-
verneur Tele Co.facilities contain the minerals
in question, the letter observed, and their pres-
ence in non-ashestos formn “makes these tales
more cnmmerciafly desirable™ than those {hat
donot have them.

The lawyers said the rule wauld monn that
“ihefull range of OSHA monitoring, howrpekeep-
ing, hazard communication, medicol surveil:
lance and sssoviated remrd—keeping renquire-
ments for asbeatos will nel be imposed upon
Vanderhilt’s eustomers,

“The promise of increased regulation and ex-

, pense, combined with the stigma of ‘asbestes,’ "

thry said, will. definitely hove a profound and
permanently deleterious effect upon Vander-
bilt’s sale of indusirial talc and, eventuatly, will
cause Yandorbilt Lo cease operations entirely.”
It was after OSHA received the lawyers let-

ter that it agreetl to the first postponement of .

rmaking the new rule effective as il applied to
Vanderbili Lale,

OS1IA has declared. however, {hat unts) the
rule becomes final it will slick to a 1972 slan-

rule “will force Vanderbill put of the busineag ol y dard that has the same impact on the Vander-
mining and marketing industrialtales”” y Sresen
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