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R @ ELECTRIC ‘
. INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE
SUBJECT
LOCATION
. : /
REFERENCE /
' : /
_ / :
. Schenectuady, ¥.Y., April 6,49326.
C i gl
P g .-;‘ .\
~
¥r, Gerard Swope, President, i
New York Office. 1

Dezr Mr. Swope:
I have just written ¥r. W.J.Donzlad, Menaging Director of
the National Electrical'Hanufactufers' Associstion, that I
would.be slzd to represent NEMA at the Conference to be reld
in Washington, April 14, relative to'siiicosis. I chall re-
port fo you regszrding imvortant matters arising'fram these
conferencss.
Very truly yoﬁrs,
ety b
BLV:C ' : B.L.VOSBURGH, M.D.

WBEBurrows
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R
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON
S
tpril 2, 1936. -
e

Mr. Cersrd Swops, President,
Generel Tlectric Con pELY s
470 Lexington EV‘“up

r

Few York, M. V.

Desxr Mr. Swope:

In accordence with the suggestion conteined in
your letter of March 27, I have written to Dr. B. L. Vosburgh
inviting him te¢ sttend the meeting cf the Netionel Conference
Comrmittes on Silicosis which will be held in Washington, April
14. A copy of my letter tc Dr. Vosburgh is enclosed.

T em hopeful thet he will find it possible to
attend &nd learn at first hand the plans thst are being de-
ve10pedi ¥hile the actuel work of the Conference must leter
be done by smsll committees; Dr. Vosburgh undouttedly hae
velustle dete and suggestions which will be of grest ‘assist-
exnce to these commitieces in thelr work. ;
N\
Very truly youre, ’

S e S
, ;222527d§5?’ f/y ;;/?>//<i;N_—W .
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P e EE N

HARVARD UNIVERSITY e
SCHOOL OF PUBLIC HEALTH R U T S

. 55 VAN DYKE STREET
‘NIUSTRIAL TOXICOLOGY . B0STCN, MASSACHUSETTS

Deccember 14, 1933

=T, Gererd gwepe

LY IR ey A Y - ~1 o ’ ) 2

President, Gen=ral Ziecuwric Co.

120 Broacdway o f

Hew York, uw. Y. /‘7\
. . y

Dear Gerardi-~ - /

4

There are two thinss about which I want to write you.
The Tirst hag t2 ¢o with a youny man, Paul Pigor, wio 1ls a
nepher ny marriage of Dr. Richard Cabot an® wae sent by him
to me to ask for my help in connection witi. the German
soclological journzi entitled "Sociologus." I think he has
already epoken to ycu about it and all I need say is that I
tiink it would e an excellent thing to save this journal
and to make 1t a reelly initernaticnal journal published in
this country. ,

The second tring has to do with the General Electric

Company. As you xnecw, Philip Drinker and I have withdrawn

" as consultants for ihe inet two years because we boih felt
that our services were not necessary ensugh to keep on
curing the depression, when the one important thing is to
keep men employec.. Tnrere ilg, however, a matter we think
ghould be attended tn now. Thie is the cuestinn of ashestos
duet. Iv has lately come into prominence becauce a combina-
tion of nnt very scrupulous lawyers and doctors have been
pusking civil sultes against certain companieg for alleged
injury from aswhestog. The Johns-Mangville Company and the
lultivestos have had a great deal of trouble from such
claims, many of them I delieve quite justified, but nnt all.

Now you rave asbestos dust in Bridgeport and in York.

I tiink you iold me thiat thie York plant was destined to be ' {
cloged in the near future. Still that would not prevent the '
bpringing of suite. I think the only safe tlin: %o ¢o is to
neve the situation looked over by Philip Drinker and dust

counts macde, g0 tnat if sulte do develop you will %e pre- .
pared in advance. Pzrhaps youa will fake thie up witi-Philip ‘ 3
Drinker ntimself. : S :

_ Sincerely voure,

Qe f S oeTr o
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he neture ol tue investizuvion covered by the report ms more or
clentivic #nd carried on wuder dircoevion - of medictl men, DOCuors,
Greenshours, wach of videh deve 1z 03 & conbroversisl chars

Wners has developed since L‘cI)\)“""' wGE ,_-I‘(’SC‘II“LG(.. ior aqoysion by b
s@ministrative Towncil of the Hntional Safety Council, very strong protest

by the fouatry industry on the premise thei the industry did not liave »roper
represantation on committee and rwech of the Iield deta secured which was tie
basis of regort was not made public to foundry industry and was conducted
unGer conditions not in leep;nu. with gool practice for the Blasgting Cperation

88 viewed by tre industry.

Report was held up by the Administrative Council for (60 days to
allow & reviewing commitiee of foundry inmterests to present their case wiich
vill be done June 13th in iew Yorke

There seems to0 be much evidence secured by the founcry interests

which would indicate that Drs. Winslow and Greensburg are insistent that
their report be accepted and published by sither the national Saiety Council
or the Federal bepartment of Healths In either case, if published in its
present form, would no doubt cause the foundry industry to face very leavy
expense in defending law suits which would be prompted by the umethical
lawyers or Ir. and cuase at this particular time & very detrimental effect

1 business n#v in very serious conditione. ‘

"The Hew York Sun of ijay 23, 1532 says, sixteen (16) cases
representing suits for 31,600,000 have been starfed in
Rochester, .Y, and two {(2) in Hassachusetts - alleging
that men contracted Silicosis through wearing defective
apparatus while sand blasting,"

This is the type of cases which we might expect all over the
country if the report in guestion were issued or allowed to be released
for publication. )

7he foundry. industry, through their committee which is to meet
with the .dministrative Council of the Kational 3ufedy Cogncil the 15th,
ere to present very concrete evidence of the Foundries interest ia doing
everything possible to protect and sufeguard its employees and begin a
vigorous educational caumpaign to accomplish this eud. It is tueir belief
tiint the report shonld not be puvlished but commence by educationil means
t0 Dring avout a4 betver condition,

Have talked with ire Ge.a.3@uiford in Schensectady tlds moming
wiio han the report and is infull accorda with the ecove suggestion, that
revort should not be published, In foct he was & prime mover in h0lding
it wp in sarch this yesrs. ile is to sostract the rerort ant presesnt it to
i, Siamons for his uses Incidentzlly ire Sarford is & past president or
The (ie3.0e &NG 2 mBuiveYr 0¢ the LGudnistrative Council,

Jan: 1-%7 ZG{(—“Z@@
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TREASUNER . Commispionesn
CENTRAL REPUBLIC BANK AND TRUST COMPANY . A.E.MECLINTOCK.
ERICAGO

PRESIDENT
S.WELLS UTLEY

. HE DETROIT STEEL CASTING COMPANY cHicAGO
. : DETROIT. MICH. : - )
! StemETaay
VICE-PRESIDENT ) . J.M.TAYLOR .
CARL H.HOFFSTETTER . : - cHICaGO
‘GIN STOVE MANUFAC TURING COMPANY : .
CHIE, PA.
@

ORGANIZED 1898

ool Py Nosariplony,

GENERAL OFFICE.

EASTERN OFFICE ) 29 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET
‘€33 GRAND CENTRAL TERMINAL
LEPHONE MURRAY HILL 2-5B64 TELEPHONE FRANKLIN 2829
NEW YORK . .
¥

% ¥ay 27, 1932

lkr, Nelson J, Darling, ianager,
General Electric Compeny,
viest Lynn, Lass,

Dear Kr, Darling:
NATIONAL SAFETY CCUNCIL

- Report on Health Protection in Sand-
blasting and_letal Abrasive Blasting

You are, no doubt, more or less femiliar with the
above mentioned report with reference to foundry dust
hezard,

On June 13th, the Executive and aAdministrative Board
of the National Safety Council will hold a meeting

in New York to decide whether or not the report shall
be published as originally writien or in- amended form,

Many of the members of the National Founders Associa-
tion whom we have consulted in the matter, feel thest
“ir view of the agitation and litigation pending and
threatened by persons who claim to have had their
health impaired dve to foundry dust, smoke, gas and
vapors, this is no time for the National Safety
Council, or any other organization, to bring out a
report emphasizing the hazard of foundry dust, as
such a report will only add fuel to the flames, is
liable to cause unlimited expense and damage to the
foundry industry, ané at this time can serve no use-
ful purpose,- We feel, therefore, that this report
should be held in abeyance by the National Safety
Council, and the whole subject be given further con-
sideration.. .

There is a2 rumor to the effect that Dr, C., L, 4,
Winslow, Professor of Public Health, Yale Hiedical
School, New Yaven, Conn., one of the authors of the
revort for the National Safety council, and bDr.
Leonard Greenburg, formerly of ithe United States
Department of Health, have been engage:s by the
American Radiator Compeny to0 do considerable re-
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Search work for them, Prof, VWinslow eand Dr., nreenburg
ere particularly insistent that the above mentioned re- .
port be released for pubdlication, :

Executives of the Generel EZlectric Company, we

" Know, ere in rather close conteact with kr, C, . Woolley,

FPresident of the American Radiator Company, and the pur-
pose of this letter is to request your assistance in
reaching Prof. VWinslow and Dr, Greenburg, through r,
"jJloolley, and point out to them the reasonableness of
the request of the foundry industry that this report
be held in ebeyance and given further consideration.

¥r., C., E. Boyt, of the American Foundrymen's
ASsociation, has Just called to my attention the en-
closed copy of & news item from the New York Sun of
lay 23rd, with reference to eighteen suits involving
$1,600,000 against Rochester, N, Y., and Lassachusetts
concerns, by individuels who claim to have had their
health impaired due to dust conditions,

Your lr, Ballard is quite familiar with this
subject and also with the_alarming number of damage
suits now pending in the Middle West, It seewms to
us that any report spread broadcast by the National
Safety Council calling attention to silicosis or the
denger from foundry dust, swoke, gas eand vapors, can
serve no useful purpose at the present time, and in
all probability will tend to promote more widespread
and extended litigation, ’

} This past week, one of our members in Wis-
consin has succeeded in winning a suit for damages
brought by a molder who claimed impaired healtih due
to silicosis, but who had never been employed in
the Cleaning Department, The expense of the 1iti-
gation, however, will probably cost tne Company in
excess of 315,000, as they were obliged to bring
in some of the most eminent physicians in the
United States tco support itheir case,

It is unnecessary for me 40 mention to you
the active interest the N,F,A, hae taken for more
than 2% years in promoting safety in the foundry,
as your Company has pleyed a very important part
in the Association's work in this regard,

e feel that if Prof. Winslow and Dr.
Greenburg would not insist that this report bde
published, which they were largely instrumental in.
Prepering, that the Administrative Board of the
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National'Safety Council could be induced to hold the matter
in zbeyance and give the subject further consideration.

Assuring you of our appreciation of your co-
oreration, vwe are

AEL-F Commissioﬁer
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(From New York Sum, Konday, May 23, 1932)

18 ASK $1,6004000 AS SILICOSIS PREY

Lawyer Seys Sand PBlasters Will Die of Malady

Rochester, May 23 (A. F.) Damage actions involving

total claims of §1,600,000 have beén started here by
sixteen Rochester and two Massachusetts men who allege
that;they contracted silicosis through wearing defective
prbiective appé?atus while sand-blastins for fwo local

conocerns.

The Merchants Despatch Transportation
Cbmpany is named as defendant in fifteen of the mctions
and the Eastman Kodak Company in one, The Massachusetts
rlainti?fs are George Valliere of North Adems and John
H. Miller of Worcester. Their attornej, william L.
Clay, says that the men eventually will die of the

meladye. They seek QIO0,000veach.

Defendant attorneys in some of the ections
maintain that the éaseé are covered by the workmen's
cozpensation law, while W, Clydse O'Brien,‘representing
the Eestman Kodak Company, has moved tbr dismissal of

the conmrlaint agginstk:hat concern on the ground that

' the company is covered by insurance against such a claim.
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL O ‘

INDUSTRIAL TOXICOLOGY
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ing over with Philip Drinker
auﬂt in the four plants -cf
Jompany that you mention. 1In
2 to attend & conference

Lr. Vosburgn, in Scuenectadlyr,
this month, at which Dr.

of the fcremost experts on
present, I should like t{o-

postpone what I Lisve Lo s&y on the mutter until aiter i
discussion with the Gensral Zlectric physicians a"d

br. Gerdaoer. I will therefore write you agein ubout

trhe end uf this~month.

Sincerely yours

Qs Koot

D.

4 -

ile

.L

I__J

e Familton
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GENERAL @ ELECTRIC

INTER.NAL CORRESPONDENCE

supiecr . REPORT ON HEALTH PROTECTION IN SAND BLASTING AND METAL
' ABRASIVE BLASTING

LOCATION To . hﬂ,5tz;f
.- NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL i "/;/"
REFERENCE BY ' ) - -

DR. C. E. A, WINSLOW , IR L
DR. LEONARD GREENBURG : :

. ;
- !

River Wdrks,/ﬂgst Lynn, Juneid4, 1932

Mr. Gerard Swopse, ' . 4 Y
President, _ : ) /// e i
New York. ‘ // ’

. . ;, / » . R

Dear Mr. Swope: é// P
The authors of the above report wish to havé it publish g
at zn eerly date. ////9

The Foundry industry, through the National Foun rs
Associetion, are not entirely in accord with the fingyu{
recommendations of this report and are requesting the National
Safety Council to delay its publication to permit an agreement.

The publication of this report in its present form, at
this time, the foundry industry belleve will bring about unfair
and unnecdssary legisletion, as well as suite based on cleims for:
‘alleged impaired health instituted by unscrupulous lawyers and
doctors, entailing needless expense to the foundry industry for
defense.

The American Radietor Company has engeged the authors of
this report - Dr. C. E. A. Winslow, Professor of Public Health at
Yale Medical School, and Dr. Leonard Greenturg, formerly of the
U. S. Department of Health, to do research work for it.

Mr. A. E. McClintock, Commissioner of the National Founders
Association, asks that we soliclt Mr. C. M. Tioolley's interest and
assistance to prevail upon Doctors Winslow and Greenburg to delay
the publication of their report pending an agreement between the
National Founders Associastion and the National Safety Council with
the aunthors as to & propar amended report.

On June 13th the Executive and Administrative Board of the
National Safety Council meet in New York to decide whether the report
shall be issued in its original or emended form.

These facts I presented to Mr. Burrows when he was here on

Thursday. He suggested I write you with the thought that if you felt
" 80 disposed you would present the situation to Mr. Woolley.
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GENERAL @ ELECTRIC ' '

INTERNAL CORRESPONDENCE

Er. Gerard Swope » June 4, 1932 o

~ We have found a disposition on the part of the Massachusetts
Workmen's Compensation Board to hold the industry responsible for
cases of impeired health if it is found that the claimant has worked
in & foundry, even though he may never have been subjected to sand

blesting.

I have not reed the report. Mr. G. E. Sanford, Safety
Engineer for our company, has studied it carefully., He believes it
should not be published in its present form. He was instrumental in
holding up its publication when it was first presented in March.

" Attached is Mr. McClintock's letter of May 27th, and Mr.
E. H. Ballard's memorandum of June 1lst.

Yours very truly,

NJDerling sEJH ' W& ' an d

Enc .

WRBurrows ~

SPYATES BY BN, DARLING . : . o . . B
(WONES W wis AgsENCE - ' - . GE MUSEUM 00015



'GENERAL @ ELECTRIC

COMPANY

GENERAL OFFICE SCHENECTADY, N. Y.

. 1 River Road
SCHENECTADY, N. Y.

June 25th, 1931.

Mr. James F, Harris,
Secretary to Mr. G, Swope,
General Electiric Co.,,

120 Broadway,

New York City, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Harris:-

I have your letter of Junefzzrd together with
oorrespondence from Dr. W. G. Lewi.

1 have talked with Dr. Lewi at great lemgth
and also corresponded with him regarding the proposition
set forth in his various reports. He seems to0 have an
ax to grind with the rest of the medical profession and
much of the world at large. While his reports would
indicate wonderful success in the treatment of hay fever
and asthma at the General Eleotric Company in 1925, 1
do not recall that Dr. Smith nor any of the rest of us
were 30 enthusiastio about the results. It strikes me
that his having been a}lowed to carry on this work was
& mistake that may prove somewhat emharrasazng to sover
up. _

‘Without going into the merits of his treatment

- it sBeems to me that any method of genuine merit

would have been taken more kindly to and would have
found its place in medieal armamentoria . within a period
of five or six years especially when axhorted by one

80 enthusxastic a8 Dr. Lewi,

I believe it was in February when he first
approached me on the subject of obtaining Mr. Swope's
friendship and financial aid for the work and 1 told
him 1 expected to see Mr, Swope in March or April and

~would talk with him about the matter. It so happened

that I had little opportunity to talk with Mr. Swope
during those months ani the matter slipped my mind.
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GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY.

~ -2- Mr, James F. Harris

In Dr. Tewi's letter to you of Jume 20th he

intimates that he would like to carry on his experimentsal

work here again this year while in his letter to

¥r. Swope he atates that he would like to get answers
from all of the cases treated in 1925 and he would press
the Social Service Department of the wvarious plants to
make contact with the patients treated six years ago.
it strikes me that neither of his. propositionl‘are
practicable for many mors hay fever and-asthma patients
are available in the olinics in New York City #lthough
Dr. Iewi will tell you that the men:in ‘charge 6T these
olinics will not give him even the :chance o prove . the
value of his type of treatment., Furthermore, 4f the
reports published by DPr. Lewi on the resulis of his
treatments have failed to gain reocognition of the
medical profession at large, it seems to me that more
reports from missing or deliguent patienta will prove
gqually valueless.

I should not care to be quoted as freely &s
1 have written you ragarding this matter.

Very truly yours,

BLV:S : . ‘ W,&?z

B. L. Vosburgh, M, D,
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