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Dr. K. V. Kitzmiller :
The Kettering Laboratory i
Eden and Bethesda Avenues |
Cincinnati 19, Ohio

Dear Karl:
Subject: Japanese Tank Cleaning Accident

We have just received a supposedly authentic report on
the tank cleaning accident which occurred in Japan in 1958. It
will be noted that the actual fatalities occurred between August
27 and September 2 of that year. If you have~any comments, ﬁwe
would appreciate hearing from you. /
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Wen «on" mnkclee.ningm tarbedintheﬁratpmof
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himelf. 'Ihis was reported to the public by some. Js.pa.neae mpapers,
which finally called the people's attention to ®e accident. ’

‘Factors to the Cause of the Accident: Some factors which wez-e preszmed as
the: causes of the accident sre as follows:

1) i Insufficient inspection of the eafety equipments. "

_‘As the tank crev weared caverall made of absorbent material, cotton,
“'his skin was almost free to touch conteminated water which came down
“‘from the ceiling and wall. He should have worn vater-proof clothing.
t}pon checking-up made after the accident, some of the safety equipzents
4; wvere found useless from dammge., For example, 2/3 of rubgber gloves
gwere found broken, while 3 rubber boote cut of 30 were brkoken. Due to
"neglecting daily mspection, complete eq_uipments at the begiming of the
"“'cle&ning were éamged vhile using.

- ; Severe working condition.

= ~AB there was no break-off to rest in the working hours of 3.30 each in

" “the morning end afternoon, the tank crews in the tenk smtim took
_their gloves snd mssks off to mop sveat.

Ingufficient knowledge of lead-hazard.

/The cleaning procedure manual published in, the U, S. wvas) translateﬁ
“into Jepanese snd was given to the subcontractor by the ¢ "d.erer, in which
‘there was no instruction suitable to this type of cleaning.

The - superviscr measured only concentraticn of gasoline vapo" in thﬂ tank o
veryday at the begimnning of cleaning. And be even advisea the tsmk crevs
10t 40 use ma¥ks when he me.sured little concentraticn of gas vapor in .

- ¥ew: Lesd-Hazerd. &pges.red at jt.h ‘I‘emk'a Clea.ning i { e
- By ‘guantitative snalysis of sludge' the biggnst qu’é.ntity of 1ead vas fot.nfi

dn the sludge obtained from the Tth tank among “all the tankz. It is pvesmed
that in this Tth tank the gasoline specially contained TEL which exceeded the
limit of regular dosage for scme reascns,/ If not, however, it can easily
speculated that lead deposited, which had been introducsd into worker's body:
through his skin and mouth during the ‘last few months, had ac»mu.’lamd and -
la.atlg ‘exceedad the li_mit by the periad of cleaning the Ttb. tazm

-Th.eEnd-




