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Orpanisation of Associations ’

At our AIA Executive Dommittes Meeting on July 7/8 the vecanc events in
Germany wore <onsidered and VETY gY¥eat concern was expressed ac the
implicativus fux Germmny and, following rrog this, for us ail,

It was this laccer consideration with all {ts grave implications which ted
the Executive Coomittes to feel thas they should communicate with both wva

Avsociation to dea) exclusively with the asbeatos and health isgue and quire
Boparate from commercial op scientific organisations.

The advantages are cleays-

(a) Concentravion ana identity of viewpoint and thus of representations to
Government, Unions, Media and che Fublic, so avoiding conflicring action,

(b} A strenger vdice because of speskiog for a laxgax organisation.

A mothod of achieving a single German Asbestos Aseociation for this parcicular
PUrpese without wasting precious tine might be as follows:~

{a) Those pevple in WVA and WVAZ whe are concerned with asbestos and health
and itg iwpact on Govemment/ﬂnions/ﬂedialche Public should be joined
into a small 8roup and form the ney Association, leaving the other two
Associations with responsibility for juet thelr commercial activitiog.

(b) A headquarters to be set up in the mosr convenient facilieies which
exist. A responsible official should be availablg st ail times,

{e) To preserve am identity for this new Aesoelation which would be geparate

from any existing Association, ¢ompany or organisation, s neutral
address should he umed,
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ASBEST0S DEVELOPMENTS 1N GERMANY
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At yesterday s meeting of the Executive Commi ttee of tha AIA,

¥r. Schermer (Gevman Eternit), who was standing in for Dr. Schwarz,
J3ve a brief and pessimistic account of developments in Germany
and 1 thought that You would be interested tp receive my summary
of those comments,

%

The present position 3ppears to be that the Federal Government
Environmental Protection Agency 1s preparing a catalogue of products
which can be used 1n place of asbestos-cement. The EPA emphasis is
on product substitution as they appear to recognise that there is no
substitute for asbestos for the reinforcement of cement, , This
catalogue is scheduled for publication by Tst September and will be
widely publicised particularly in the trade press.  German Eternit
understands that thare will be extensive guotation of the Califano
figures on cancer risks in the United States.
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Although the attitudes af the Federal Ministries of Laboyr and
Rousing 2t present suggest that asbestos-cement creates ro health
risk to the gereral public or in the envirorment, the Ministry of
Economic Affairs appears to be less than optimistic that those two
departments will be able to withstand possible political pressure
which could be exerted on them to change their view.

It seems probable that a court action will be brought against the
German EPA by Eternit op by the WYAZ. This devalopment has been
complicated Lty o press release three days ago by the Wirtschaftsyerband

Asbest which eriticiges the EPA.  the YA and the WYAZ very rarely
sev eye-to-eye!

At a conference of State Ministers of the Environment on 8th May the
Bremen Minister suggested that all States should follow the Bremen
lead. 1n banning totally the use of assestos within their States by
Ist Apri] 1983,. The Bremen decisjon, which vas taken on 25th June,
produced a vota on strictly ﬁanycl'!nes and intensive lobbying s now
faking place to try to get this retinmded, It appears from the

8th May meeting that two Othar States indicated that they might follow
tie Bremen approach,.  However, the mext meeting of State Mintsters
on 15t November i likely to confine discussion to the replacement of
asbestos-cement based on the catalogue which is tg be produced by the
EPA .
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Herr Ebrenberg, the Federal Labour Minister, is proposing to hold a
conference gn substitutes for asbestos in 1982, The present indica-
tions are that thig may take place about mid-summer,

German Eternit are clearly in near panic from the present position
and have set up a task force freed from all gther management raspan~
sibilities,  This consists of Schwarz, Bornemann and Schermer and
reports direct to Dr. Reicher who f5 giving not less than 33% of his
time to the political gide of asbestos and health developments.

The task force is coliecting data and is undertaking political
Tobbying at Federal and State lavel and is contacting all itg
customers., We have suggested that the tagk force should cover the

whole of the industry and not be seen to be just an Eternit initiative.
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