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HEM Group is calling on the EU authorities to conduct aprompt and ambitious revision of
the REACH Regulation. Enabling substitution of hazardous substances is essential to
‘guaranteesafer and more sustainable products.A robust legal framework is necessary for
2 systemic change and long-term action, backing industry leaders’ investments. in
proactive chemicals management.

Chemicals are essential to processes used to make garments, such as washing, dyeing, and
printing. H&M Group is working to ensure that all our products are safe throughout the full life
cycle. We were early pioneers in our industry in chemicals management, having issued our first
Chemical restrictions in 1995, and remain committed to our purposeofleading the industry
Towardschemically safe prodiiction and articles, We have co-founded industry-leading networksSuch as the Apparel and Footwear International RSL. Management (AFIRM) Group and the Zero
Discharge of Hazardous Chemicals (ZDHC) Programme, as well as substituted problematic
‘materials and groups of chemicals such as PVC (in 1999), PFAS (2013) and solvent-basedpolyurethane (3020).
“The toxicological research onhazardouschemicalscontinuesto evolve rapidly. Weareawarethat
wre must keep up wih this development and speed up chemical substitution efforts to ensure

Safety ofourproducts. That iwhywesupporttheEUCommission'scommitmentmadenthe
EU Chemicals Strategy (CSS) to reduce consumer exposure to the most hazardous
chemicals.
‘While there is no doubt that the REACH Regulation focuses on chemical safety, we cannot ignore
its impacts onproductsustainability.The rapidadvancementof toxicological research meansthat
certain chemicals, which are perceived today (due to lack of information) as safe enough to be
used in virgin materials, may constrain recycling ofthose same materials afewyears from now.
We have a commitment to ensure that all our products are designed for circularity by
2030, which will require detailed understandingand control of egacy chemicals.

We will not be able o achieve our safety and sustainabilty goals withouta strong EU chemicals”
policy. An ambitious REACH revision tha i, such tha reflectsthecommitmentsmade inthe CSSi urgently needed to incentivise the whole industry to innovate and change. It also needed
foensure predictability. Wearecallingon theEUCommissiontoadoptanambitious revision
ofREACH Regulation as soon as possible, as we stated in December 2022 throughacommon
letterco-signed withChemSecand 21otherfrontrunners in chemicals management. Wekindly
askthe EU Parliament, EU Council andECHAtosupportthe EU Commission in realising the
‘Commitments made inthe CSS.
“The ambitious EU chemicals lv should rely on two componentsofutmost importance: hazard-
based approach and chemical transparency.
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Integrate the hazard-based approach  
 

the process of restricting the most hazardous substances should be 
increasingly based on their intrinsic hazards, rather than on their exposure (risk) 
estimates

we support the proposal made by the EU Commission in the CSS to 
extend the generic approach to risk management (GRA) to non-essential uses of 
substances in the new CLP hazard classes, such as endocrine disruptors.

the GRA restriction process should remain open for the industry to 
participate.

Improve chemical transparency - a key enabler of safety and circularity 
 

We need a new, smart model of transparency that will enhance information flow from the 
chemicals supply chain. We believe that the access to information should be improved for 
unclassified substances, as well as substances present at small concentrations.



 
 

 

We 
are calling on the EU Commission to perform a systemic impact assessment to evaluate 
how the various initiatives can contribute to the transparency and traceability vision.  

 
2 https://www.askreach.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/AskREACH Traceability-WS report 2023-01.pdf 




