FILE NAME: US Gypsum (USG)

DATE: August 13, 1936

DOC#: USG013

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 1936 report of dust conditions in Jersey City
plant



puat Survey - Jersey City

CHICASO « August 13, 1936

Er. ¥. L. Keu.dy.
vice Pteaident.

o, OLL40Me .-l cr el e Tn e R e T e T a e T e e

Yo have a comprehensive report of dust corditions in our Jersey City
plunt and a report on the Yerays of the employess exenined at tbat
plant by pr. cardnor'e organization.

In brief the findings are:
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Ty piagnosis of asbestosis for tiva ‘mems

to confirm by clinical correlation.
3. Serious asbestos dust hagzard under present ojeratioas,

¥EAT CONSTITUTES DUST HAZIRD: |

Dre Gerdner points out that varlous authorities hawe tentatively sug-
gésled & concentration of five million particles of free silica per .
cublc foot of air «s limits above which a silicoals bazurd night exist,
And this value hos met with sone rocognition.

-Ihore 48 no atundard for safe concentrativa of asboustos duat comparabdble

to the valus Just given for free silica dust. However, Dr, Cardner

.quotes the results of & survey sade im four asbestos fabriocating rlants

and reported in 1935 4n Bulletin /42, Department of Labor and Industiry
of rennsylveniac. The incidencs of asbestosis aumong workers with wmore
than five yoars exposure:; :

[

Average Dust Concentration Percentage of Each Group

FPor nach Sroup studied Huving ssbestosis
44 nillion particles per ocu. fti eir ~"73Z (8 out of 1l persons)
17 . . » . . . 275 (4 « » 15 .8 )
5 . » ' . . . 10Z (38 * ¢ 20 . )

The authors of the report concluds that it is not possible froa thelr
findings to estadlish the maxiaum safe gondition of asbestos ia the air.

RUST ENCOUNTERED IN FLANT

imong them are ssbestos, infusoricl eurth, slate, oluy, soapstore, mioa

and ligestone. Dr. Coardner advisss aome of these alperals ars definitely
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. 2.., FPosaibly five additional men bave asbestosis but noceasary.ﬁf}%~rixﬁfl-“
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. bazardous; others are rrobably mot very dangerous although ccnolusive

proof is luckingj und 8till others have besn shown to be practically
burnlens,

S DUST_GCNCENTRATION IN PLAMT

pr. Cardner cousiders concentration of an excess of five million partie
clea per cu., fi. of air hasardous, The following corditlions were found;

e P e UL 40 bin dn builddng A7 where men was shoveling awbestos = 298" TUIC Y
: . million particles per cu. ft. alr, )

2. Insids /3 bin whers bugs of asbestos, clay, etc., weru opened
and contents pushed lcto screw conveyors the count was 23 million

yarsticles. b
. . . * l‘}"‘
3, Over the opening of ihe fourth floor thro.gh which tho bins are
?;;7;3~,w,..;3w.4 L. supplied the concentration was 79 million purticles. i,
'yffﬁ < e e L4y goneaentration where asbegtos boérda are sawed wis 8 million "~
' particles. .

S. Loading baga with asbostos cemernt on first floor gave & goncen-
tration of 261 million particles.
This is highly hazardous. :

Other hazardous counts were slso given.

The suzmary and conclusion from Dr. d&rdnLr'a report, looking to preven~
tion, lists the men who should wear rospirators until dust conditions
are brought within safe limpits and gives detail recommendations on ex~
hagat syatews, rrevention of dust leakage and ventilutlon,.

QIHER COEMEIRTS

In a4dition to asbestosis, thers &re a nusber of otber physical disabdilie
tiea aron; the men such as heart disease, tuberculosis, syphilis, eto,
There ars casea with scotive munifestutions of tubsrculoais,

s
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Case £270 (3. Tarby) has & unilatoral chronic tuberculosis. Jossi-
bility of sanatorium treatment of this man should be oonsldered. P

Case £344 (witkowski). In view of the fact that this irdividual is
only 19 years of age, his condition should bs 1lnvestigated further
to deterzine whother troatment is rogquired,

There seeaa to be no supzges:lon of & silicosis hazard at Jersey City. It
may be allegad, if cnses darise, that those xith tubsroulosis bave con-

EFH

+ . ’ . ’ .- 1 -
\ SRGLE WePg Lime,: . v
v R N
. T b kY . ol W LXK s e v Bt w itk



Kr. ¥, L. Keudy - --3‘; .‘4. August 13, 1938

tracted this diseuse as u result of their occupation.
RZCOLEENDATIONS

) 1. Thet inzediate steps be taken to provide rospirators for tbosd'
R men oovered by ixr. Gardnsr's roocwmoendation, I &m suggeating
to Hre Ueade and Lre Hembort that this e done.

2. That proapt eotion be taken to inst;ll necoseary dust prevené‘
ticn and ventllatlon equipments 1 am also suggesting to Er.
Reade and Mr. Rembert that this b done,

CORFENSATION ¥OR JICCUPATICHAL DISEZASES

Certuin named diseases such as mercury poisoning, lead poisoning, etc. :
coze under the Coxpensation Act of lew Jersey. Howevsr, oilicosis &nd e
asbestosis ares pot nuzed and axy clalns arising out cf these dizeases -
Biobt be under common law,

.
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INSURANGE FROTECTION ' . -

Por diseases listed under the Comjensation Act, me have unlinited lnsue
rence protection, OQur Ainsnrance for occapaticnul discase cluaims xbich -
might be made under common law is placed with the Cantinentel casualty

company for the rrimary coverage of 45,000 for one Lorson or aggregate

clains of §15,000 in one year. Our excess coverage of 345,000 for one

person and 3165,000 aggregate for one yezr ls insured with Lloyda. If

clainas are filed both sf the cumiuniss maj cancel the occupuaticpul dige
ense covurége.

FOR_CCUSIVERATION

l. vhat action shall we tuke on notifyi.g the men who have been
exunined of the various diseases which they have?

2. ¥hat wotlon shall we tuks in conrection with the contlmuatlon
of ihe enployment of our meh who have occupstional and other

disexees?
S. 2bat action ehull we t&ke on the wuboroular coses? ST
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