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Dr* Jo s e ph  Aub
H u n tin gto n  Me m o ria l H o s p i t a l  
6 95 H u n tin g to n  Aven ue 
B o s to n ,  Mass«

De ar D o c to r  Au b:

A t  th e  r e q u e s t  o f  Dr« B r i s t o l 
and Dr* McCo n n e ll X h a ve  c o n s e n te d ,  som ewhat r e l u c ta n t l y ,  
t o  a c t  a s  Chairm an  o f  th e  Co m m 'tte e  on Lead P o is o n in g  
o f  th e  Am e rican  P u b l i c  H e a l th  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  th e  cu r r e n t  
ye a r«  My r e lu c ta n c e  was o c c a s io n e d  n o t  s o  much b y  my un­
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  w o rk as  b y  a c e r t a i n  d o u b t a s  t o  w h at  
s h o u ld  be  a c c o m p l is h e d  b y  s u ch  a  Conn i t  t e e ,  X  n e e d  n o t 
s t r e s s  th e  p o in t  t h a t  X  h a ve  be e n  v e r y  m uch i n t e r e s t e d 
i n  th e  s u b je c t  o f  l e a d  p o is o n in g  from  b o th  a  c l i n i ca l  an d 
an  e x p e r im e n ta l  p o in t  o f  v i e w ,  b u t  i t  i s  my f e e l i n g t h a t  
w h at i s  n e e d e d  i n  th e  f i e l d  I s  m ore e x p e r im e n ta l  work  
a lo n g  c e r t a i n  l i n e s .  My own I n t e r e s t s  prom pt me to  c a r r y  
on e x p e r im e n ta l  work i n  th o s e  p h as e s  o f  t h e  m a t te r  w h ich  ~ 
seem t o  me to  be  o f  th e  m os t p r a c t i c a l  im p o r ta n c e .  H o w eve r, 
a s id e  fro m  c e r t a i n  m a t te r s  w h ich  m igh t;l> e  re ga rd e d a s  con-» 
t r o v e r s i a l  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s o a r o e l y  am en able  to  Co mm ittee 
a c t i o n ,  i t  seem s t o  me t h a t  c u r r e n t  kn o w le d ge  i s  c on s i d e r a b l y  
ah ead o f c u r r e n t  p r a c t i c e ,  Xt may w e l l  be  th a t  th e  p r e s e n t 
Co m m itte e  w o u ld  n o t  r e g a r d  th e  r e p o r t  o f  som e ye a rs ago  a s 
th e  l a s t  wo rd on t h i s  s u b je c t .  X  c o n fe s s  t h a t  th e re  a re 
c e r t a i n  p h a s e s  o f  th e  r e p o r t  t h a t  a re  n o t  a l t o g e t h er  s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y ,  Be  t h i s  a s  i t  m ay, X  am v e r y  much more Im pre s s e d 
b y  th e  v a lu e  o f  p u b l i s h e d  e x p e r im e n ta l  work th an  I  am b y 
th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  r e p o r ts , ,  a l th o u g h  I  am e n t i r e l y w i l l i n g  
t o  s pe n d  some t im e  an d  t r o u b le  i n  Co m m ittee  w o rk i f th e re  
i s  a n y th in g  to  be  a c c o m p l is h e d .

The p u rp o s e  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  Is  to 
f i n d  o u t  th e  r e a c t i o n  o f  a l l  mem bers o f  th e  Co m m ittee  a s 
t o  w h at we m ay h o pe  to  a c c o m p l is h ,  and a s  t o  w hat ef f o r t s  
we m ig h t  m o s t l o g i c a l l y  make d u r in g  th e  p r e s e n t  y e ar ,  X 
s h o u ld  a p p r e e la t e  i t  v e r y  much i f  yo u  w ould g i v e  some th o u g h t 
to  th e  m a t te r  an d i f  yo u  w ou ld l e t  me h a ve  yo u r  s u gg e s t i o n s 
a t  an e a r l y  d a t e ,  X am q u i t e  s u re  we a re  a l l  co n vince d , th a t
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th e  i n c i d e n c e  o f l e a d  p o is o n in g «  i n  i n d u s t r y  p a r t i cu l a r l y ,  
i s  u n n e o e s s a r i l y  h i g h .  The p r a c t i c a l  q u e s t io n  w h ich a r i s e s 
i n  a y  m in d , t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  w h at can  he  done a b o u t i t b y our 
Oo m a it te e  and by th e  Am e rican  P u b l i c  H e a l th  A s s o c i at i o n .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

RAKjiS R o b e r t1A * ¿© H o e ,M7 iJ.

/

t

y p’? 04408


