bee: N. T. Johnson -~ NJOHN

November 8, 1967

W, C. D. Olsen
R.D. #2, Pox 329
Ligonier, Pennsylvenia 15658

Dear Nr. Olseni

The question you propose; namely, that of welding mmterisl
that has en gau-naucn of chior on 1t, cannot be answe.
"yes" or "no" without more quantititive details, .

First of all, I think it 43 & matter of good housekesping that
sy material be ¢leaned off surfaces to bde welded, As you know,
carbon monoxide and ether hydrocarbons ean eome off of material
that is ocoated with plain motor eoil. :

In the ease of Arvclors, ochlorine gas would not be liberated
but tz‘noum. a8id vapor ocould oceur. This, however, would
be notissable the formation of & white eleud whieh would be
1rritating to oyes and nose and I think in this ease were
sufficient NC1 gas evolved {u would, for the sakes of semfort,
require gcontrol of the welding fumes,

Again, 1f Aroelor vaper was evolved in suffioient mutLto
cause aystemic damsge, 1t 15 my opinion that there would

such & notiseadle and disagreeadls odor that you would met
continue welding. Again, we are dealing with matters of quantity,
I don’'t know 4f you work 8 hours a day doing this same type of
work or whether you weld one or two tanks onee a month,

¥Without kmowing what your exact situation is, I can only edvise
you thas if after welding & biting odor or irritating fumes are
prevalent, it world be advisadle to have an exhaust arrengement
to svacuate the fNumes,

Binoerely,

R. Dt Kelly, M. D,
Medical Director

ARX/1n
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