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Dear Dr. Rousch:

The National Instittute for Occupational Safety and Realth (NIOSE) has
beco:-: aware of an apparent unusual freguency of deaths from pancreatic
cancer among former workers of the Monsanto Polymers and Petrochemicals
Company, Indian Orchard, Massachusetts, and is concerned about its
possible implications.

The problem came to our attention when a group of workers at the facility
became concerned about a possible problem in areas of the facillty where
Avinyl chloride was used. The group attempted to 1dentify fellow workers
! and retirees from the plant who had dled and might have worked at one
time or another in a department having vinyl chloride exposures., As of v
July, 1975, 86 Geaths among former employees of the Monsanto facllity T
were identimerted to a NIOSH physician stationed in Boston. ’t >
Review of causes of death entered on the death certificates indicated
that cancer was the underlying cause in 21 cases and pancreatic cancer <
in four of thesa. Based on the proportfon of cancer deaths to all A

deaths in the general white male population (ages 20 and over) in 1970, {1

one would have expected 15.3 deags from cancer amo%z the 86 Monsanto ’ /\‘\.
deaths and only ane death from pancregila.qancer. Inere is further reason e

‘ware only 42 and 43 years of age at death.

J£oT concern since two of the four pancreatlc czicer cazses from Moasanto
*M

While we recognize that these findings are based on a limited set of data,
it is difficult to ignore the unexpectedly high frequency of a comparatively
rare cancer and its uvnusual age distribution. Consegquently, in order to
adegquately answer the guestion, further follow-up work should be done. It
is our judgment that an examination of causes of death among a more complete
group of workers at the facility wo:ld be a logical next step in studying

the situation. Specifically, the p.-nosal Is to identify all deaths
workers at the Monsanto Indian Orchard fac.z'i_l' ty over some
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\u' G e >def3nea m'a of time. At a Hmmwn, wa would ask Monsanto to make
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o BT m such as name, date and place of death for all workers
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whose deaths would have been known to the Company through its lifas , .

insurance and retiree plans or other appronriate sources. In aaéddition, )
W8 Would atfempt to identify By Cthit-meins, former Monsinto workers who

died after leaving the Company for reasons other than retirement. This |

larger set of deaths would be analyzed in much t° : same way as was done /

with the first 86, except that statistical adju:. .-ent for age, race/ sex,
and year of death wou.ld .be Incorporated. I Wou. o De heipiul, mhough
er each decedent st udled was classifiad

pos cal, whe
as elthar: Dblue collar/white collar, productlon/non-production, or
salaned/hour Ja ——— SR S diman 548

o

the apparent increase in pancreatlec cancer holds when evaluated against
& more complete data set, tent steps will be necessary to further
elucidate the problem. These would include review of detailed work histories
for decedents with the disease shown to be in excess 1o JGentify. apa o 3£y api cowdy
exposmra areas that may yield clues to the relationship tween exposure
ART ¢ -ecle Depending upon these findings, it may then be appropriate to
initiate a full~scale study of cause-~specific moxrtality rates in a population
of workers employed in production operatiorns such as those that have existed
at the Monsanto Indian Orchard facility.

. 31 . We feel that this is an appr -riate course of action necessary to clarify
ght this matter and to Xe raspoiu:ive to the concerned Monsanto employees. We

eration in assuring that thiz task be

would appreciate very much
. } b=y : Io_and e £4 21 Dr. DeCoufle will be in contact
? ? with you regarding more specific details of & mutually satisfactory date to

. lé?.in this study. If you have any guestions, please feel. free to call me at
l\% 3 - - - a ¥
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