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Experimental incinerator operat

ed by a subsidiary. of Monsanto Co. at
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West Lake Qu
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Trash Becomes Gas Through New Process

Bv ASA E. BRYAN
Of the Post-Dispatch Staff
A subsidiary of Mansante Co.

to a harmless, odorfess gas.
Offic als nf the St Lows Coun-
Health Department are
cess closely.
Envire-Chem
1th offices at
0's worid headquarters
. has erected a plant near
the Westiake Quarry in Bridge-
toh.

. Ax garbagm, old shoes, trozen
ifood wrappers azd ncher litter
s dreught by prrvaze hauiing
companies to the land £!] oner-
ited by the quarry, Envire-

Chem uses part of -it to test its
approach to burning  solid
wastes without polluting the
air.
Pyrolysis Process
Solid wastes are first placed
in a giant shredcer. Metals are
removed, and the remaining
compositinn is sent through a
process called pyrelysis,
Purolvsis is the burning of a
substance :n the absence of oxy-
gen. Company off:cers liken
what happens during the process
to the disintegration of a piece

of food if left in an oven too
long.

The final step i ¢ -
tion_j & reburnisg s

produced during pyrolysis.

All that is left after the burn-
ing of the trash, spokesmen for
Envirn-Chem say, is dirt, rocks
or glass that were present in
the original composition. These
by-products can be used, they
say, for land fill.

Enviro-Chem 1s exploring the
possibility of using the hot gas-
es emitted as a source of pow-
er.

Company officers say that
the:r pracess is capab's 9° han-
dlinz waste materials made of
plastic. Many; gaventional in-
cinerators,

not burn pl
generate ¢

D. L. -~ dirsctor of
the solid pollution conzrol de-

partment of Enviro-Chen, said
that a decision would be made
this vear as to whether to try
to market the company’s pro-
cess

‘e’re encouraged by what
we've seen sg far,” he said.

The capacity of the experi-
mentaf plant ig 300 to 1310 tons
of refuse 1 day. Chapman sa:d.
however, that much larzer
piants could be built.

H. Clifford Mitchell, asuistant
comnussioner for environment
for the St. Louis County Health
Department. is also pleased,

It looks very gond irem the
liraited iformatwua we " have
at this time.” he sa.d.

St. Louis County residents ap-
proved a 33.900,000 bond issue
in 1965 for the construction of
two :ncineralors. Citizen opee-
sition to the sites selacted by
the county, howeve
construction.  Trash :ioday is
disposed of in fand fiils.

An estimated 690.000 tons of
trash is generated hy house-
hulds :n St. Lows County each
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