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Copy: Dr. Graham Edgar 
_Dr. R. A. Kehoe 

. /Mr. J. C. Taylor - '

Et hyl  Gasol ine Cohpoiiat ion
Manïïfa ,c tu r ing  a n d  T raf f ic  D e p a r t m e n t

/ '
MAI L ADDRESS;  BOX 688, WI LMI NGTON. DEL.

FREI GHT ADDRESS;  CARNEY'S POI NT. N. J.
CORRESPOND ENCE .

TELEPH,ONEi PENNSGROVE, N. J, 2SO, EXTENSI ON 213

July , 1936

Memorandum: Mr. J. C. Gonzalez

lu

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of June 30 rela tive to our 
telephone conversation, on the matter of returning empty cane us set for blending 
in connection with racing« I regret to note that it i a the opinion of Dr.
Edgar, Mr. Taylor, and yourself, that it ia preferable  to have these empty cans 
returned to the plant. I would like to prasent the fo llowing facts, all of 
which I believe I mentioned to you by phone, in vie w of you gentleman once again 
reviewing the situation with our recommend at ions that you do not incorporate in 
any new agréments or present contracts, a clause whic h would make it mandatory 
to return these cans. We feel firmly eonvincadAhst o ur reasons for not wanting 
the return of cans is justified and in line with our p olicy in the handling of the 
major portion of our can business, x  \

' \ \ /
, ■ • ' • \ \ « .

(1) It is our experience that cans return«! to the pla nt are ar menace to any
one involved in handling them enrout®, and to our ow n people in receiving and dis­
posing of them. The cans con® in/herewith loose cap s, showing evidence of stains 
on the outside, and emanating a distinct odor of-te traethyl lead. If an attest 
wore made to rectify this by thoroughly'clëanisg the  cans before their return, I  
think the hasards in any such-procedure wbuid offse t^anygains imaginable fora field 
conditions. W© have no definite guarantee'' as to ho w they will be shipped and with 
what other materials, inasmuch as in some eases the y would have to be returned 
either express or 1,0.L. being plkoed in railroad car s along with other articles. 
Furthermore, we have no guarantse-tMt they will be free from residues of poisonous 
or toxic properties. ''—

(S) The cans have no material salvage value as it ha s been our experience that _ 
practically all of them have to be immediately destro yed because of their condition, ' r 
for we cannot afford to hand sort them relative to the possibility of utilizing a 
very mall  percentage of the total returned. The reu se of the cans also implies a 
second-hand package whose condition is not as good as new and we do sot want to taka 
any risks in this connection for shipments from the plant.

(3) We are now shipping at the rate of upward of 250 0 cans per year. Ambler ■
Brothers* annual requirements are approximately 72 cans and Louis Meyer*a approxi- ff
stately 185 per year. This is only about 10$ of the tota l. In all other cases
we have a definite policy which was originated by Dr . Kehoe and Mr. Mittnacht, that 
neither th® can nor the container should be used for  any other purpose whatsoever 
and that it should be destroyed immediately after u se, preferably by fire. In­
structions to this effect are lithographed on each can and canister and we see no 
reason why we should deviate from a policy, which at least fro® experience, has not 
disclosed any serious defect,

(4) In accordance with your advise to me it was felt  by you that requiring ¿¡abler 
Brothers and Louis Meyer to return cans would have a beneficial effect, inasmuch as 
this would necessitate their policing of œapty cont ainers in getting them back to us,
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Mr# 3. G. Gonzalez 
July a, 1936

This is something of which we were not aware and an y cans heretofore returned 
have not been checked against outbound records to as certain if all cans shipped 
were being returned# While. it is indeed a splendid idea that both of these 
agents be delegated with the responsibility of poli cing the dispostion of empty 
cans, we see so reason to require the®, to return them to the plant# If these 
agents are responsible onough to be delegated permis sion to handle Fluid to be 
used in connection with racing, then, they should al so be responsible ©sough to 
so© that the cans are properly destroyed in accordan ce ~--ith the current general 
policy on the disposition of empty containers# If t hey are not reliable enough 
for this, then rather than to remedy the trouble va  should our© the defect by 
appointing new agents. ■

(5) It so happened that after you discussed this ma tter with me, Dr* Kehoe 
made a visit to the plant and I explained to him our  varied views. He advised a® 
that he fully agreed with, our own views on the situat ion and, therefore, I think 
certainly his opinion should be given quite a defin ite place in further considera­
tion of this matter*

id) In view of our responsibility to protect all of our employees from undue 
and unnecessary hazards, we do not prefer to be pla ced in a position of asking them 
to receive and handle these returned cans.

It would be appreciated, therefore, if you would aga in review this 
situation and let us have your comments* I am aura a fter further consideration 
of all the angles to the matter, that you will conc ur in our views#

J. R. Schaefer
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