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Additional Documents from dlbert Donnay Re Canada Asbestos Industry

Albert spent some added time at the industry ICEB library, and visited Pierre Vennat
at le Presae,

t. News ¢lippings: Montreal Star cover 3/20/75 -- unions £inmally got wise to Dr.
Cartier not telling them when they had sshestoslsy one guy was reted "A®
by the elinic and dled from asbestosis less than two years latem, Cartier
and his assistant . lussavlt zdnitted that they often cid not advise the
man of their disabilitles, in order not to upset them and cause insecurity
sbout theiyr Jobs. Dr, Dussgult hed been there sinee 1958, znd said that he
followad that poliocy despite uneasiness shout its propriety. The company
officlals questioned all denied that they knew snything odd wes going orm,
though tha articls noted their Timenciel interest irn avolding a slew of com
claims. One particularly crass response (WW Oughtred, Pres. Asbestos Corp.
suggesteod that werkmen's comp was reelly disguided welfare anc thst he had
"nevar met anybedy who said he had asbestesis”, Carey workers had all but
stopped using the Thetford Mines Clinie by 1975. Thke article explains the
desparste situation of the mon, wheo were afraid to file for comp and have
tc loss tha ircome they had from wining.
Ihid., a compenion fromt papge story on Certier is missing in
Lkert's copy, I will get thls at Library of Conyress and post ister on.
These stories provide rumercus lesde for further inquiry (enion cfficlals,
docw, goverrment peovls). The slip from this Cartisr story shews that he
45 now about 72 years old. He retired at *he Clinic in 1974, I think.
la Prease 4/25/7% -~ Politiclan H. lecours blasts the pneumoconiosis
camittee ir the asbestos mining ares ss hsving xold outrand lost the paeorle's
confidenice. He refored to Cartler, in psriiculsr, &= serving on both the
Clinie and the government eommittee that supposedly enforced rrovisions of
1918/19%6 lsw re govermment oversight, Correction: it was a legislative
hasaring, but Zeecurs 18 ¢ doctor, ard & politiclen,
Hortveal Ster 3/19/75 -- Netes that M, Sinal study findings were
& surprise in Quebec, vhere embsrrassed wovernuent officials spoke of renewed
efforts te snfopce industrisl hyglene standurds., So the cost of the controls
aud the cost of compenssticn had been effectively avoided Ly the compsnies all
this time, thanks tc Dr. Cartler.
Ia Presse 3/22/7% -- only English in story 1s ssbewtos warning label.
2, OM Wheatley (Metropolitsm Iife) "Tubercvlesis and Ashestosis"™ 1954 -~ This report
acknowledges that theve iz a very high rite &f TB 4r Thetford }ines, but that
tha disease is fowmon in women as well a3 the me#; and that there 1s one other
toun with aven higher TP ratas. The raport concludes that ashsstos does not
invits TB, as Ivan Sabourin put it (memc of 1966 at end of report). Not considered
is the poasibility that some TB-reported deaths were really astestosis. However,
there is some intaresting news in this unpubliished paper, which helps explain
1ts obscurity. Psdley, & whore who published some terrible stuff in 1932 say-
ing there's no lung disease in Quebec from ashestos, was a collshorator of Dr.
Jlanta. The never-published figures cm their examinations of asbestos miners
in Asbestos and Thetford Mines are offered in Table 1, p. 3. They looked at
195 men -~ note this is clearly not a subgroup of the 1935 lanza study, which
ineluded only 126 subjisets -« arnd broke down the psrcentage with both 10 and
. more years of exposure and the percentage with asbestosis. A little arithmetic
reduces it to this:



Asbestos The +ford

Ne, exammed 4 Y
% w/ mora than 10 yrs

exposurs 22% 83.4%
(No. w/ 10+ yrs exp.) (31) (45)
Ko, with Asdestosie 18 2%
¥ w/ asbastosis 12.7% ih 4%

(% w/4'sis smong 10-yr. smployees, assuming all cases were among this group)
(584) (53%)

Vet IAfe clearly was the insurer for st least twe amines, and thers wera records
of desth claims used for the study (p. 7)e Ton 1B deaths are attributed {0
msanitary conditions and poor sating habits. There ie notking sald about
deaths from asbestosis. $he report closes by thanking Lr. luaze for the u=e
of his and Padley‘s unpublished dets, and for his advise in preparing the

finel (wheatley) report.

Atteched to the end of this report, #2578 in the QAMA (IOEH) ltbrary, is a

1666 memo frow Ivan Sebourin, who apperently sect it over from bie files te
I0ER st thet sroup's founding in 1966. It conpares the then-current “prejudice®
in conrection with cancer and asbestos to the sariier one aboul asbestosiz and
TR, vhich wes disoroven by wWheatly and othex researchers whose work wes pub~
1ished.

3. Todd et al., Caned, Med. Assoc. d» 25t 757+760 (1956} =~ Case report of
ashestosis and lung ecancer in smoiking worker with 0 years exposure in
ashastos mines,

SHARSPLISELASESSASEIP ISP

Itome 1~2 draw s horpid wicturs of the conditions in the ashestos niniag industry,
Phe gridenca shows that the comvanies were aware of an axiredrdicury prevalanns
of ssbestasis in Thetford, narticularly, and siso isbastos (dwii), a8 0 1930, FHowever,
these findiness wars navar gublished, and only the diversion of TB was ever paid no-
tice in mublisbed reoovds of these findings (Fedley, 1930). in fact, my netes on
Pedley (Devalozmsnt of Knowledge sbout Asbestos Disease, 1577, pe 10) reflect that
ha wrots,

#_..te onp krowledge, however, no csse 0i pheumoconiosis has ever

baen reported from psbestos in (ansda, ami the generel impresslon

ameng the minersis that the dust is not hazardous.®

The full meaning of this statement, end whet it did not state, is now clear. Ihe
sons snd grandeons of the men kept ignorent by Pedley were kept in the dark by his
suceessors for the next 45 yeers. Here's avother remsrk from Pedley's 193G paper:

*From the public heslth standpoint, howaver, it seems hardly likely

that esbestesis will hecome of importance either from the standpoing
of morbidity er mortality.”

(Can. Publ. Health J. 21 576-77, 1930)
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