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. October 26, 19864

Dr. Irving J. Selikoff
750 Broadway
Paterson, New Jersey

Dear Doctor Selikoff:

Our client, the Asbestos Textile Instltute, has
requested us fo communicate to you the grave concezrn which
all member companles snare over the posslbly misleading
Implications of recent articles carried 1n many local and
national newspana2rs on your report and news conference
concerning mesothelloma.

The linking together of asbestos and mesothe-
lioma in a cause and effect relationship is clearly made
in-the article which appeared in The New York Times of
October 7, 1984. But in addition™tTo describings youar -
comments on posslible occupational hazards, that-article
also ascribes to you and to Dr. Hammond statements and
inferences that go beyond the confines of the studies
vhich you actually conducted:

“"The worrisome feature, Dr. Hammond
and Dr. Selikoff said, 1s the evidence
that asbestos, once taken into the body,
stays there. Thus even a single heavy
exposure could concelvadbly produce a can-
cer after a latent perlod of 20 years of
more, they sald. .
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"This 1dea, for'which thay sald there
1s some experlimental as well as .epildemio- .
logical evidence could expand the risk from ) 2»
simply those occupatlionally exposed to N
virtually anyone who might only occasionally =~
encounter asbestos dust.” g
J

Agaln, that article stated: . S,

"The speclalists who gave ths report , C 3

. expressad worry that the danger might not L2

be entirely restricted to a 11.1ued occul= :
pation group, but that it might be more - T
general and possibly of conslderable im- ; ‘

portance. There 1s no direct evidence to

" substantilate this, they sald, but some of ';_gj‘
tne gvailaole findings hint tnat this may T
be the case." ooty
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' It 13 common knowledﬂe thatc developoents in the
fleld of cancer and possible causatlive facfors or possible
- preventative-and curatlve measures are subjects of very
" great and vital public concern. It must be recognized,
howaver, that only the most careful and dispassionate efforts.
. _in presenting the results of limited research in this Tield -
to the publiccan aveold misinterpretation, oversimplification,
and exaggeration. This 1s particularly true in discussing :
wlth members of the press such llmifted and tentative con-
c¢luslons as those zuggested by your studies.

: Unfounded inferences and hints of danger, though
sure of recelving wide distribution, contribute nothlng
to public understanding. Nor do they aid intelligent
actlon by anyones, whather at the lndividual ‘or group level
or in private or public agencies. The health and walfare
of workers in thne zsbestos and related industries, no less
. than the general publlic, 1n part’ of course rests upon wise,
careful, and practical utilization of scientlfilc kncwledge.
Innocent but unwlse treatment of ress=arcn data in pudblic
discussions or leaving 1t to laymen to appreciate the care-
fully phrased limltations and qualificauions, can cause
reactlons that are noc jusoi rled by tne state of sclentific

knowlodge.
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The efforts by members of thls asacclation in
thelr own sclentiflc work and medlcal programs and in
cooperatlion  with studles by such groups as the Publie
Healtnh Servlicz omply demonstrate tnz willingnesa of this
part ol tha asbestos industry to act respensibly and in-
telligently in matters involving the health and safety
of its employeses and thz general public as well. These
companiesa welccme all responsible efforts along these lines,. ‘A
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The Asbestos Textile Institute urzes no restraint’ -
upon independsnt medlcal inquiry or reszarch - indeed it . . O
earnastly desires exganslon of exlsting knowledge in this - T
field. Nor do=s thls assoclatlon sz2k in any way to dis- o
coursze the right to dlscuss tha raesulits of sucn efforts.
But it does urgs cautlion in tha discussion of thzse
actlvities to avold providing the basls for poasibly
damaging and misleadlng news stories. The right to study
and to discuss thase subJects 1s clear, of course. BEut
‘the gravity of the subject matter and the consasquences
implicitedly involved impose upon any who exercise those
. rlghts'a very high dzzree of responalbility for thelr
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_ Sincerely, :3
' CADYALADER, WICKERSHAM &
TART .
GDR/mrc
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