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Hi Bill

At the NACAA meeting last week and the NACAA Board meeting earlier this year, I raised the issue 
of methyl bromide fumigation and NACAA’s concerns about the risk to public health from this source 
category. We appreciate your attendance and attention at both these meetings. As promised, I am 
sending you the 3/21/16 NACAA MACT letter, which was acknowledged by the last administration, 
but not acted upon.

That letter expresses concern that there are sources emitting major amounts of hazardous air 
pollutants that are currently unregulated by national Maximum Achievable Control Technology 
(MACT) standards. We requested that EPA evaluate the completeness of the source category list 
under Section 112(c) and, further, that the agency develop a MACT standard for a category of special 
concern -  the methyl bromide fumigation source category. See the section titled “Fumigation with 
Methyl Bromide” on pages 2 and 3.

Many state and local agencies have public health concerns about large scale fumigation with methyl 
bromide, especially at and near ports, and have also expressed difficulty in regulating at the state and 
local level; hence, the request that EPA pursue a national MACT standard.

We realize that the EPA air toxics staff is very busy with the mandatory Residual Risk and 
Technology reviews, which are necessary and appropriate, but less likely to result in significant 
additional reductions in risk. In contrast, methyl bromide fumigation is a major source category 
without a MACT standard, and there is the potential for major risk reduction if a MACT is 
developed. We request that EPA fit into its air toxics priorities the review and regulation of major 
sources of methyl bromide fumigation. And we stand ready to assist where we can with information 
on existing sources and controls in use on methyl bromide fumigation operations.

Bill O’Sullivan and Bob Colby, Cochairs, NACAA Air Toxic Committee
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