FILE NAME: Newspaper & Magazine Articles (NMA)

DATE: 1964 Oct 7

DOC#: NMAO41

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: Newspaper Article - A Rare Carcinoma
Believed on Rise



ARARRCARCINOHA!
BELIRVED.ON RISK

Study of Asbestos Workers
Shows a High Incidence

By HAROGLD M. SCHMEOCK Jr.

Occupational exposure to as-
bestos may be meking an ex-
tremely yare form of cancar
much mors common, a&ocord-

The cancer iy called mesathe-
lloma, It affecty the taner lining
of the abdomen or of the chest
and, fn either case, it I fatal
In the general population ft is
extremely rare, but studies in|
Africy, where ashestos s mined,
and mare yecent atudles of
conatyuction workers exposed to
asbestos dust tn the New York
City ares show it to be far
more common smong those ex-

The specialisty' who geve {hei
report expressed worry that the,
daoger might not be eatirely
restricted to & limited ocoups-

tion group, but that it might,
be moce generat aud porsldly of
considerabls fmportance. There
is no direct evidence to sub-
stantists this, ald, hu]

director of statistical research
for the American Cancer So-

esolhelloma is xo rarg in the
generw} poputlation that it {s nnt
of death, Yot 8 study four years
,lso in ;1:" A ;mxu ;;bextu mtlge
ng re ound CASOE,
roport said

Heavy oxposuve o asbestos
dust has in the past boen llakod
with some licrezsed risk of
lung canoer, Dr. Sslikoft snd
Dr. Hammond sald at g news|

ooutevence thete talk, but]
the mesothelioma (s suother
lattor,

The group pursued the qgues-
tion by studies in the Ugtm
States, One of these was s study
of deaths members of

two New York ares focals of a
construction trade union whose!
members doalth with usbestos;
deaths.gocurting i this Eairly

. rly
mmctecllssrou over 20 years—!
1943 to 1961--10 were found to
be causcd by mesothelfoma,

The report called this “zn
extraovdinarily high incidence
for a tumor generally so rare”
In contrast, they current hugh
study by the Ameriean Can
Hocicty on the effcets of environ
mental factors on health showed
that a:;noug Tnlfuﬁz dﬁ;t‘?; m

encral population
5««« due to mosotholioma,

A further atudy of many cases
of mesothelloma colleetod over
3 long foﬂod by. the Armed
Forces Institute of Pathology

showod that one-fourth of M
speeimens that could be tested,
had ovidence of the presonce of
ashestox, :

The worrisome foature, Dr.
Hamwond and Dr, Solikolf aald,
is the evidonce that ssbeatos,
once taken into the ) MEYS
thore. Thus nm Whuvy;
AXPORUTS DOV ve '
duos a cancer aftoy s km,
period of 20 years or more, tl\ay‘

thgr:"tim' muper‘t‘mm lmli
some

well as spidemioiogioal evidencs,
cauld expand the risk from sim-
ply those occunationally exogsed
to virtuall mfyone who might
ahly oo encountsr as-
bostos duat,

The severity of exposure nec-
easary lo produce such a seri-
ous ofleot ix not known, the
two physiclans sald,

¢ e imes SrmadwiV s W -

Reprociosd Wi pamicsion of he coppigewnsr. PUrther 1eproduckan (¥ chibited wWhou! pemissicn.



