
REPORT CM CASE OF DISTILLATE INTOXICATION

Memorandum on: te le p h o n e  c o n v e rs a t io n  w ith  Mr. E . E. W il la u e r
S ta n d a rd  O il  D evelopm ent Co.
E l iz a b e th ,  New J e rs e y
T elephone: E l iz a b e th  2 -3900 , E x t. 2111

2 March 19h8 -  1100 h o u rs .

1 . Don F o rsd ic k  c a l l e d ,  s ta te d  t h a t  he had  re c e iv e d an in q u i r y  from  S tan d ard  
■ O il  Developm ent Company S a fe ty  E n g in e e r , E . E . I fi l l a u e r ,  a s  to  th e  t o x i c i t y  

o f  a  b lu e  dye employed in  t r a c t o r  f u e l .  T here had been  r e p o r t  from  one o f  
t h e i r  so u th e rn  d e p a rtm e n ts  ( lo c a t i o n  no t. known) to th e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a  c h i ld  
had  sw allow ed an unknown q u a n t i ty  o f  t r a c t o r  f u e l  co n ta in in g  a b lu e  dye.

2 . T elephone c o n v e rs a t io n  w i th  W il la u e r  in fo rm ed  us t h a t  a  c h i l d  o f  unknown 
age and w e ig h t h ad  sw allow ed an unknown q u a n t i ty  o f t r a c t o r  f u e l  on th e  29 th  
o f  F eb ru ary  a t  an un-nam ed l o c a t io n ,  and had been in  coma f o r  th e  p a s t  two 
d a y s . The b lu e  dye was a m ix tu re  o f  g reen  and y e l low , th e  g reen  b e in g
l - h  d ip a ra to lu id o -a n th ra q u in o n e , and th e  y e llo w  b diazo b en zen e , 1 p h e n y l-  ■
3 m ethy l p y ra z o l in e .  The- q u a n t i t i e s  employed were 2 g m s ./ l ,0 0 0  (5  m gm ./L ). 
The t r a c t o r  f u e l  was p ro b a b ly  a  m idd le  d i s t i l l a t e  eq u iv a le n t  to  k e ro se n e  o r 
f u e l  o i l  $ 1 , w i th  an i n i t i a l  o f  ab o u t 2^0 to  260 a ft 'a n  i?'‘p o in t  o f  pOO to  
520° F . ■

3 . Mr. W il la u e r  was in fo rm ed  t h a t  th e  dyes would be n o n - to x ic  in  th e  q u a n t i t i e s  
in  w hich th e y  w ere in g e s te d ,  and would be o f  no  s ign i f ic a n c e  in  r e l a t i o n  to  
th e  t o x i c i t y  o f  th e  fu e l  t h a t  had been  ta k e n  i n .  Ke was f u r th e r  a d v ise d  t h a t  
th e  a c c id e n ta l  in g e s t io n  o f  d i s t i l l a t e s  was n o t  uncommon i n  c h i l d r e n ,  and 
t h a t  i t  r e s u l te d  in  th e  o c c u rre n c e  o f  a  d e f i n i t e  c li n i c a l  e n t i t y  which was 
d e s c r ib e d  b r i e f l y  to  h im ; and he was a d v ise d  to  t u rn  th e  in fo rm a tio n  over to  
h i s  m ed ica l d e p a rtm e n t.
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