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Mr. N..J. Andrews

Ceneral Manayer-Safety/fechinical
Tralning

Ililingis Central Gulf Railronad

Two Illinois Center

233 North Michigan Avenur

Cnicago, 1llinols 60601

This {s in refereace to your lallec of Januacy 28, 1981,
comcaerning ICG's practice wusing ashestos rope as & wick o heat
ra:l when making joints ' '

We have checked wilh nut enuineering people and finc Lhat
- our Company uses sawdust for this purpose. Althoungh thev have
ﬁg ‘tricd many materials, they fina sawiust which has been ssalked
in 2 mixturte of nasoline and fuel oil fo be Uhe best . ne
sawgust 1s spread along Lhe base of thr rail far several rail
Links won either side of the Joint, then ignited. As theo
sawdust burns fuwel o1l ts pourad along Lhe wel) of the rail
where 1L runs down to the lire and prolongs it until the joint
can Le huck-bolled. '

Qur £ngineering Department advises thal there is a h:gh
density rope foc Lhis purpose available fram the Fil-Ter
Company, P. 0. Box 513, Haqetstown, HMacyland 217640, vie nave
noi lried this product, but you might want to have a loox at it.

Sincerely,
K _‘) :. (
‘."( N . ; V. B y ;... /.1

TR 0. Shavecr )
Hanaqgeur af Safety-System

cc: All Members of the Steecing Committee
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