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M r . N . . J , A n d r e w s 
General Ma na ye r - So fe t y / F echni ca .1 

Training
Illinois Central Gulf Rail roar]
Two Illinois Center 
233 North .Michi g a n Avenue 
Chicago, 11.11 no.is 60601

Dear Nick: .

This is in reference, to your letter of January 28, 1981, 
concerning ICG's p r ac t ice. .us lng a shes t o s rope as a v/ick to heat 
rail when making joints.

We have checked with our encj inee r i ng people and fine that 
our Company uses sawdust for this purpose.. Although they have 
tried many materials, they find sawdust which has been soaked 
in a'mixture o f gasoline and ruel oil to be the best. Tne 
sawdust is spread a long the base of the rail for several rail 
links on either side of the joint, then ignited. As the 
sawdust burns fuel oil is' poured along the well of the rail 
where, it runs down to the fire and prolongs it until the joint 
can be buck-bo lied.

Our Eng i ne e r I'ncj be pa r t men L advises that there is a hi on 
density rope for this purpose avai lab l e from the Eil-Teo 
Company, P. 0. box 513, Hagerstown, Maryland 21.7 6 0. v/e have 
not tried this product, hut. you might want to have a look at it.

Sincerely ,

x < / .'. r ,  .yr /  '

R . u.  S h a v e r
M a n a g e r  o f  S a f e t y - G y s t e m

c c : A l l  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e S t e e r i n p  C o m m i t t e e

y


