2, MARKLY'S CONVERSION
- AY C. 3. HXCKRY

All the ladies in the Sewing Circle, ali
the same Jadies in the Ladies’ Aid and
the younger among the same ladies in
the Gi\"ls Friendly, flxad arrived at an
unusual unanimity of opinion regardin,
the church fence.y- P wearding

Mts. Stubbs, the wife of the chief con-
tributing deacon, voiced the common
sentiment when she declared in the week-
ly meeting of the Foreign Mission So-
ciety that the church fence needed paint-
ing. “ And I for one,” she added, ““ain’t
going to stand another coat of white-
wash; my new black silk is almost ruined
where I brushed it against the gate last
fall, and whitewash looks kind of cheap
and skimpy for a place of worship, even
if it is onfy the fence; and it's all gone
now anyway.”

The younger Mrs. Dean, the grocer’s
wife, put her finger upon the sore spat
when she interjected abstractedly: “ The
new paint on the Presbyterian fence
looks real stylish,”

“Of course,” continued Mrs. Stubbs,
after a glance at Mrs. Dean, “ we don't
need to imitate anybody, but I reckon if
the Pregb_nerians ¢an afford decent paint
we can,

The upshot of it was that 2 commit-
tce of the whole was organized thea and
there to have the church fence painted;
but it was no easier for the ladies to
taise the nccessary funds than to agree
later on the color to be selected. Busi-
ness had been poor that year and crops
-in the neighborhood had failed; so it
was difficult to enthuse the mea of the
. congregation on behalf of the church

fence.  But the ladies finally raised
enough money among themscives to pay
ior the paint, and being unable to go any
furiher, called upon Markly, the painter
—a member of the church—to act as um-

ire, and incidentally to contribute his
bor in the good cause.

But Markly the painter, while 2 con-
sistent church member, was also a good
business man, so, though he found it im-
possible, with business as bad as it was,
to contribute his labor, he agreed to sell
the paint to the committee and to prepare
it for them without charge—pure white

,°

lead, linsetd oil and japan drier. He
recommended white as the main colot
for the fence and for the trimmings a
rich seal brown. .

The committee ordered the paint and
Markly the painter mixed it for them;
but when they ot that far they found
their funds exhausted, and at a full meet-
ing decided to borrow Markly's brushes
and do the work themselves.

Markly was not impressed with the
wisdom of this plan, but finally consented
in disgust—he had his profit on the paint
anyway—and lent the ladies ten of his
oldest and most disreputable brushes.

On the morning appointed, ten deter-
mined looking women, arrayed in their
oldest clothes, resolutely attacked the
job. :
Markly the painter, notwithstanding
his business engagements, found time to
sit on the hitching-block most of the day
and scornfully note the proceedings,
throwing in now and then an off-hand
criticism.

The day was warm, the work pro-
ceeded raggedly, and before noon two of
the volunteer laborers had quit in high
dudgeon, while three of the younger
ones ruefully regarded blistered palms.
There were three ahsentees when work
was resumned in the afternoon. The job,
however, got itself completed at last, un-
der the eves of halfi tl]'llc town,';xm‘i dﬁ_ve
aching, draggled and ili-tempered ladies
ﬁmll)g Iefl?slge debris and wreckage for
Markly to clean up. But the heart-bum-
ings and resentments lcft by the fence-
painting episode threatencd for a time to
disrupt the congregation.

The church fence being painted, how-
ever, it was soon Seen that the church it-
self looked discreditable by contrast, and
before snow flew a fillip was given to the
general dissatisfaction by the wholly un-
necessary and unbrotherly action of the
Presbyterians in  having their own
church repaintad.

Appalling as the situation was, there
could be no question at present of addi-
tional outlay for paint, and no participant
in the fence-painting bee of the past
summer could have been induced again
to touch a brush. In fact several of those
who had persevered to the end still car-
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ried lame wrists, which the doctor’s wife,
who naturally knew more about such
things than the rest, disgnosed as ' wrist
drop” from lead poisoning.

When another summer came, never-
theless, it was manifest even to the casual
passer that the church was in need of
paint, and when Mrs. Stubbs by finally
ruining the damaged black silk proved
that the white lead on the fence was al-
ready chalking, the cup of bitterness was
full,

The condition of the church, and be-
fore long of the church fence, became
the table-talle staple among the ladies of
the congregation. and the impossible
came to pass—meat time became distaste-
ful to the masculine clement.

Things swere at this pass when the
hardware dealer, Smith, took the agency
for a well commended brand of ready-
mixed paint. Markly the painter,
though he had never tried a mixed paint
and really knew nothing about the sub-
ject, was very severe in his condemna-
tion of such produets; and ta a great ex-
tent what Markly the painter said about
paint * went ” in that town.

But Smith. the hardware dealer, was
a pusher and could see an opening as
quickly as the next man. In the sore
subject of the paint-hungry church he
saw his opening and seized it. Smith
was Presbyterian, but in business was
brother to every man. be he of Rome or
Islam. The inspiration came to him one
day when Mrs, Swabbs, having dropped
into his store for a paper of carpes tacks,
stopped to admire the neat cans of paint
on the shelves, the variegated glossy
sample siats, dangling conspicuous, and
the tempting color cards heaped on the
counter. Pointing to slat number thirty-
eight, she sighed. “ That paint would look
real tasty on the church, don’t you think,
Mr. Smith?”

*“ Indleed it would, Mrs. Stubbs.” said
Smith the guileful, “ an’ it’s cheap as dirt,
too. an’ as good as they make—only a
dollar an® a half a palion. Why for fif-
teen dollzrs T could sell you enough to
paint your church. an’ enough left over
10 tech up the fence”

Then the inspiration came—an idea
which, if successful, would silence

Markly and advertise the paint for an.

outlay—Smith calculated  swiftly—an

'actual outlay of not over ten doliars.

‘* Madam,” he continued very blandly,
“I'Tl make you an offer, just between
ourselves you know, an’ if you don't take
!u; it no'“ham done ;md nobody the wiser:

on Markly to put on the paint
l’nydonatgﬂ—' dona{e' sgemed to sg:lnd
more impressive than ‘ give '—I'll donate
the paint.” :

“ Oh, Mr, Smith, that’s what I call a
Christian spirit!"” declared Mrs. Stubbs,
and forthwith she burried away to spread

.the good news.

The upshot of the matter was that the
wounds left by the fence-painting epi-
sode were healed, and it was a3 united
and harmonious body of sisters that in a
few days bore down on Markly the
painter.

But Markly was obstinate, “[ don't
want to be disobligin’, ladiss; but I've
said 'd never tech the pesky stuff, an’ I
won't."”

Markly, however, as the event proved,
reckoned ~without the resourceful Smith.
It chanced that Markly was chronically
in debt to Smith for “lead, oil and sun-
dries,” whereas outside of Smith’s books
the credit of Markly was non-existent,
and Smith was not the man to let slip
the opportunity to make good his infor-
mation. Markly came from his confer-
euce with Smith filled with doubt as to
the violability of the pledge which he had
quoted to the ladies.

In the end Markly not only applied the
ready mixed paint to the church and the
fence, but he did it without cost to the
congregation, and before the job was
completed had begun to doubt his pre-
conceived judgment regarding the
“ pesky stuff,” and when, akter the lapse
of five years the appearance of the work
remained a standing advertisement to all
passers of the skill of Markly, the painter
had become a convert to the “ready
made.”

To-day that town is down on the books
of traveling paint salesmen as a “ ready-
mixed town—no use stopping there,”
and it all grew out of the furore over the
chureh fence.
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= | DEAR Sin:—This is in reply to yours of the 4&.
»asking Tor .3 brief resume of the conditions of|
ithe mixed paint trade for the year. We are
lentirely satisfied with the volume of busi
with which we have been favored, The amount
of business enjoyed by us. idurmg the spring and |

s e
Ty optimiatio Fegardiag,

: Y v ded our antic-: -: — — .- [|.the outiook for 190 B
pation. We quite naturally attribute this largely} -. Lol ’ T} v . 'jarrangements rnr.":..:ldu:::uu".'::;‘
to gnod times, bt there is no doubt in my mind;* . ° 2 S . © (PMER mext year.nln line with ‘un:"
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but what the educational campaiga of the Paint
‘Manufacturers’ Association has aided materially
in establishing more firmly confidence and an
added appreciation of the desirability and; ;.
great convenience of peoperly manufactured: :
mixed paints,

We regret that trade conditions seem to be
such that the manufacterer to-day who is ¥
a2 thoroughly reliable, high-grade and satisfactory|-..
article of mixed paint has not been able to
secure a proper price for the goods. For 2
number of years the cost of raw materials entering;
into the composiyag of this product has
steadily advancing, %) alsa has the cost of labor| °. .
and _operating expenses. It appears to us as, . °
mevitable that the price of this product must; .. -
advance in line with other commodities, thel .
mmajofitythof v‘l;‘id\ are held ‘aetw considerably higher| . » 2.7

ures than they were 3 s ago, owing| A
to the same causes which have {::l and are still
affecting the paint industcy. The demand for
good paints for the infinite variety of purposes|
for which they are now offered is constaatly' °
increasing as cquﬁsumt;n mal:z:’dthc i a0
economy and utility of these products. il 3

We predict a handsome fall business, i - tecture of thcss prodwaty and a nation-
: Yours very teuly, :  al reputation as & pasult of. IS extend-|
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