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CONFERENCE ON BIOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF ASBESTOS
New York Academy of Sciences
Section of Biological and Medical Sciences
New York City - October 19-21, 1964

The Confej$K$&. V> -Effects of Asbestos
was held from Monday through Wednesday, October
21 and was atte«$sf % auth.oritlea.And.".........

and air hygienists,
from many countries throt*hpUt' Hi*/Wbhld. Mr. Horowitz and
I arrived in Nt»$ Wiek Suiiday aftetfspon, October 18, and

immediately cohj~fed T Wm$& members of Turner Bro-
thers Asbestos Compia% 1|| 'f,ttfh&Sin&d'

the Asbestosls Researth ¢bhhpil b;f..EhgiahdL Cb%ig'|,,erht;ibr] was
directed to the the’ and Its Iftber*5pd parhicl-

pation in the work of this conference. Inbldded li* this .group
were: Dr. 3. eHp.Ltea, ©jn\ d,. F. Kgox, JDT. Bhhfety and <& D.
Hills-. The aerloaaheiisl of .the problems itifr&X*e£f; %W fully ap-

. predated by everyOnej hbweyer, the tfeciihcb{ilg|ii &6vm”™Mm0%s
that have been sthe efforts o* this English
association and shpplipifclldh :»r hhhtsrdls in the 'tfehd-
facturing areas have p'eFSfha fc*
ditione throughput the “sbestog .industry-' Ib that Country.* iThe
Aabestosls Research Codicil was. established in ihgland in 1957
and the members have hCcpmpiiphed a:gr&fet deal pfc .goad idurihg
the period since that time. |It:'was felt b$ mapy that this meet-
ing would serve aa a medium for proclainiirig and de'n®nstrhtihg
some of theoo accomplishments. We contag't"d talked with
moat of the members of this group as well lap members of €Ke
Council representing Cape Asbestos and Br~tipH ila®*”ng arid jAb- .
bestos Ltd. who were present on several ffid

week and. are greatly impreoaed with thel# Abilities and vibrio.

The meeting* Upv”~eyer, tarried dpt t$ be different than had
been expected as the priglfial In fact, a newspaper
article that wan parried''a couple of weeks prior to this con-
ference by several hundred hbwspapers in America and abroad,
served to arouse our suspicions as tp true Intent of this

meeting and these suspicions were confirmed as the various dis-
cussions unfolded.
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_ _ ~the directic.n of Dr»s”
pAlrvih;-J;rSollkQI’fi Hount 3'in”- Hospital, who serves the .As-, *,
>-be3toB"pricera .,,of America, a trftdc union which covers' princl-
> # « >.pally..chciae. who work-aa iJ*latiirai’ and lassers using .asbestos
o .. The pjfQYatoa Wes nearly t&o years-in the
BuikljasE-iand'..waa well planned arid organized ip proa«3tav.he'ln~
7%, Sellfcqff- and theXfoido. The dubjeeta’covered ,
*, f&ny are'aaethroughcru$'the w”rld .
to Bppth. .Afridd and .:frpm;kllan. «ltaly
n~ ' -Aer-.giut >o» . complete with’
udipa showing/ihe Esbeetos fiber® and”abbeatoo ¢;
shown
froa.
r. & >.X3tew-'Tariff lohdooi Glamorgan/ Wales; ’JoftahneBiKirs,
aatrlew ™ -, » kK * & V Pl T
r kvfetr of ithift cases and obaervationa .tImt were
K7 Nipries”C/N'iNipd .mftre™ngw:In -print and a natter of record and will
- da%iiid, .we offer, the following; W e

¢ S5]A 4 » . * NFs< en . W comm
* X< U /Y 'Ond-"*uthor ¢stated".that-* not only, did the men who worked in
v *rl\the arbcetoe nine®, have asbestos bodies in various parts

o+ m /of their aystea: but that the donkeys, the dogs and even-the.

vi"l"Wratoviii-.the.neighborhood were so afflicted;- . ®m~rCh
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0?.5t."resided near im asbestos factory « %
r 473 butv-dt-'-tKat*age yaowed away from thiit' area. Twen(tjy yearsi- *v. :
. r later -this_girl developed a-teesotheH al tumor/'induced by
za esh A identified aobes.toa body.* yurther® a pliyteate of' this
-»girl.:hAS;been located in.another part of the-country and-
‘v.-;/4V e v Jsoa'ibeen round to be. suffering a similar fate.
ol A a*Ww' * * 7 - * f * *ooe
oof-ovW(3K/>M>|"MaMschmidt .rep8JTt®L that the a™punfc .pf b "&tPQ 6X7
... kE&N>Ift tlrie and'ftuantlty la tfrt pteppfp&iy the impor- -
- sy - N tant:'factor’ ¢-One or a very 'jfe¥ “bastoS”bodies” can. serve ..
. “ssvthdveeehanlsm "ipr-the developtnant of a malady* and that
V " * y.¥*a .asbestos-body nay lay dormant in ia huaan body many years

t .

Y > .*_ bororo” becoming active. .
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[k) Dr. J. 0. Thomson reported that the inhalation of asbestos.
fibers by urban dwellers is very similar in Captetown, 3.
Africa and in Hiarai, Florida. Ho leas than 30 of the
males and 20?» of the females Ih 500 autopsies studied in . .
both cities nhowed asbestos bodies. It was this gentleman
who "speculated"™ that the asbestos contamination in the
Hiami air was induced by automobile brake lining disinte-
gration.
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We have submitted a collection of all of the abstracts of
the papers delivered at this conference and a study of these
alone serve to provide the underlying tone of the meetings. _.It m
ia--quifrey---epp«r»»b- that the «hole-affair was mat'ivateiT'hha'*XQ-"
cuted in the interest of the Asbestos Workers of America. The
Hew York Academy of Sclenoe and many of the speakers, | feel,
did not realise how they were being used until the session was
underway. While it is an indictment of the dusty conditions of
the asbestos insulator, and perhaps Juatifiably do, it alno in-
dicts the entire asb&stoo industry from the mine to the ultimata
end product which contains asbestos. It occurred to me as the
conference developed that the role of asbestos an it affects tha
lung and pulmonary functions of that area of the human body was
being given less attention and a greater emphasis placed on the
carcinogenic effect of asbestoa fibers. Cancer of the lung,
stomach and various other locations throughout the human body
were cited and the relationship of .asbestos exposure and "actual
acbestoo fiber inoluslons were identified in those areas. In
this connection the entrance of asbestos fibers into the body

not only through breathing and the nose, but by ingestion through
the mouth as well was given attention.

. Eiacusslons with Dr. Gaze and Robert Cryor of Capo Asbestos;
Hr. Woodrooffe, Canadian Bureau of Hines; Hr. Hough and Dr. Kon-
ngtdj. Smith, af Tbhna-fehvilie Corp;. the several membera of the
Turner Brothers Asbestos Company .~legation and with many others -
¢cqré&njria iiith the i“ii“atlona here” Involved would in- 7
lic.ate that the abbeatp3 iniuairy should take aome positive ac-
tions to ClaiTfy the truths and to correct any uritruths that -nay
have been presented. jV diapaaaionate appraisal of thé cPatenta X_
of each caper here rrepented crust "be made and* ah" Evaluation and *
agdIfferentiatign b~gade'T/Atvé'én~tHF'Tact and rHcliion.+'"vB'-"2.i
Aabac'toBiQ~HQ”arch "Counc. igaged in this work for
many years and has made good progress both in the medical aa well
as the dust control a-reas of concern. This experience could well

serve aa a bacia for and perhaps the initiation of considerations
related to the problems at hand.
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I personally reel that. in this country the asbestos tex-
tile industry™ haa jnuch more at &taka iri this prpbléd than do
fch03;s: in the k/0 feuslacea and would |¢a¢sinn that abnys organ-
ized .effort in this regard by that segment. of the. industl'y will -

bo fbirhOdsaiftg.--. Certain-teed iraa-t-, of courue, make ¢vary of- /
fort to prévido oaxioua safety :ana fainixnuta dust dourit pgndi- */
tiens 12 the ronnufaeturiEyB. 6pgf~hiona” however, it ospina feb

that the effrcpB'bf any."adVoffb publicity in ..this yEXIT

«x ‘fjai'ph potently in olr. salea efrort:, Thé iiinpildation

_ _ "Xipiy CJeND may rav
-lease a few fibera that ¢huid 99 water borne and ingested by a
human .feeing, T~

Tp poétabat this adrb of. publicity, the overall :4rdustiy Will

ydhd the financial and personnel capabilities of any one’ boiapaay
to tackle sueh a problem alono. W ahoulfl rely' on the work tixat

logically, and tncraily open tafias



