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August 8, 1932

Memorándum: Mr. A. E . M ittnach t

Confirm ing, our co n v ersa tio n  th i s  morning reg a rd in g th e  ease o f th e  s to le n  
can o f ETHYL F lu id , I  am g iv ing  you herew ith  th e  s to ry  a s  developed a t  t h i s  tim e .

Y esterday  a f te rn o o n  two c h i ld re n , one abou t s ix  and one abou t th re e , ibund 
a can o f ETHYL F lu id  in  an  a d ja c e n t n e ig h b o rs  y a rd . The younger one to o k  a hamme r  
and m a il  and commenced to  d r iv e  i t  in to  th e  can . The f lui d  from  th e  in ta c t  o f  th e  
hammer sp lashed  out and over him. The c h i ld  in  q u e s t io n, age th re e ,  i s  th e  sone o f  
a  Greek p ro p r ie to r  a t  Penns Grove.

A f te r  develop ing  th e  d e t a i l s  to  su b s ta n M a ^ e 'th e  above s to ry ,  and which _ 
found to  be t r u e ,  I  took  t h i s  n a t t e r  up  w ith  th e  Dye Works1 P o l ic e  and M edical 
D epartm ents. T h is morning I  went to  Penns Grove and lo c a te d  th e  can which y e t 
con ta ined  abou t 200 cc*s o f ETHYL F lu id . / l ~ a l s o  secu red  th e  c i l d ’ s c lo th in g  which 
were q u ite  w e l l  covered w ith  ETHYL Fluid;'* ^

I  found th a t th e  can was one o f th e xnewxtype s e r ie s,  3-11679 Our reco rd s  
show i t  to  be one from pur s to c k  no t y e t hav ing \been  sh ipped  which n a tu ra l ly  wouM 
be ex p ec ted . This p a r t i c u la r  can v ia s^ f i l le d  during May o f  t h i s  y e a r , a  count o f 
our can s to ck  re v e a ls  th e  f a c t  th a tiw e^ a fe  one s h o rt  and b ea rs  ou t th e  ev idence th a t
i t  i s  one a c tu a l l y  ta k en  from  th  isXbatchv., \

The a d ja c e n t p ro p e rty  to  th e  Greek r e s ta u ra n t  i s  occupied by a  man who 
now works a t  th e  Dye Works ,and had been p re v io u s ly  occupied by an o th er Dye Works * 
employee who had been d ise ñ a fged on accoun t o f c e r ta in d ish o n e s t p ra c t ic e s .  The 
P o lic e  Department i s  in v e s t ig a t in g  th i s  end in  an  e ff o r t  to  ru n  down th e  p a r ty  
who took  th e  can from  our w arehouse. ]

We a re  a s  c a re fu l  as  p o s s ib le  in  the  hand ling  o f  the se  cans, bu t th e re  a re  
tim es p a r t i c u la r l y  du ring  th e  f i l l in g  and d u r in g  the  packing when someone unobserved 
m ight g e t in to  th e  cann ing  room and ta k e  a  can away concealed  in  h is  o v e ra l ls ,  and 
I  b e l ie v e  under on ly  th ese  c o n d it io n s  could a  can  ge t away from  us even though we 
t r y  to  p rev en t even th e se  o ccas io n s.

Regarding th e  c h i ld ,  a  D octor Baker, one o f th e  lo ca l  Penns Grove p h y s ic ia n s , 
im m ediately  c a l le d  th e  Dye Works y es te rd a y  a f te rn o o n  to  secu re  a d v ise  a s  to  trea tm en t 
fo r  a  c h i ld  exposed to  t e t r a e th y l  le a d . T h is a t te n din g  p h y s ic ian  o f th e  base 
v e r i f i e d  th e  f a c t s  to  me t h i s  m orn ing. I  have asked him to  e l im in a te  th e  u su a l 
m e d ie a l le th ic s  invo lved  and to  r e le a s e  th e  case to  D octor D euel, th e  head d o c to r 
a t  th e  Dye Works, who i s  f u l l y  com petent to  d e a l w ith  any lead  po ison  c a se . He i s  
go ing  to  take th e  c h i ld  under o b se rv a tio n  in  o rd e r th a t  we a re  sure n o th in g  se r io u s  
w i l l  deve lop .
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While i t  i s  a  f a c t  th a t  th e re  was no n eg lig en ce  on our p a r t  w ith  re s p e c t 
to  p roper s to ra g e  o f ETHYL F lu id  cans, a t  th e  same tim e I  f e e l  th a t  th e re  i s  a 
m oral r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and o b l ig a t io n  to  see  t h i s  case  th rough  inasmuch a s  we lav e  
d e f in i te l y  proven th a t  th e  c h i ld  had a  sev ere  ¡ exposure to  ETHYL F lu id , and 
acco rd in g ly , have taken th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  of hav ing  th e  c h i ld  p rov ided fo r  by 
adequate a t te n t io n  in  o rd er th a t  no more harm fu l r es u l t s  might be occasioned  than  
can be helped«

I  have tak en  t h i s  r a t t e r  up o f f  i c i a l l y /X i i  cou rse, w ith  Mr. Munson, Manager 
o f  th e  Dye Works, who au th o rized  b o th  th e  M d ic iaï'anG  P o l i  ce D epartm ents to  go in to  
th e  s i tu a t io n  f u l l y  f o r  us;

I  w i l l  a d v ise  you fu r th e r  d e ta i l s  a s  -they a re  developed, and in  the meantime 
w i l l  a p p re c ia te  w hatever comments you may carp  to  of f e r  on th i s  c a se .X /x \

As a m a tte r  o f in fo rm atio n , I  am send ing .a  copy o f thi s  l e t t e r  to  D r. Kehoe 
in  the  even t th a t  he should  w ish to  ta k e  any a c t io n.

' X  
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Yours t r u l y ,

J .  H« S chaefer
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