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Deay Ggear,

I find I have not acknovlsdgedraceipt of your letter of the
JOV€£ﬁﬁr. with which you sent me s detailed drawing of the new-iyone o
atandpipe embodying the vacuunm braks, -

Thiz is & most ingenious arrvangement and would annear %o be sbsalutely
fool~prooi,

I did raiss one poind which you ‘nig eh% have overleoked concerning the
15,000 gallon tanks. 1 was wondering wﬁethsr this size of ftank had now been
standsrdised in your own oneraiiong, or whether it was meclally evolved for the
Bas sonura schene,

T heve been giving some thought to our nost war omerations st our

overseas refineries where ths velume of blending Das already attalned very large
proportions. For example, ot Avadan blends in the 16,000 ton tanks ars remuiring
up te 180 drume at a time. 1 think that we ought to examine the whole nroblen,
to sse whether it 13 feansible to develop & transjportation system which will e

- better than our nregent practice of hendling drums, The transport »f drums in
vessels has always been a potential headache, ond sngs the drums are besoming mrogresse
ively older, we have had ian recent months zeveral lesakers revorted at verious points
in transit,
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I have not given much detailed %thought to the problem; but I have in

Cmind the @ossib*lity of obiatning sy, some welded rressure vessels which could be
transported. on a special design railway chaseis, &hich agonld be off-londed on %o a
ship. In other words, & detecheble rail tank c» 4 acheme slong such lines, I
think, would be intrinsically safer and ﬁaaaiblv mors convenieut., The drum is a
relatively fragile nackage if it suffers rough handling. ¥or axample, we hed a
case of a lesker the other &ay, ‘where stesl rails were belng lormded inih the hold
of & ship after ﬁrums had bemn-loaded betwesn decks, and a rail slipped out of the -
8ling and plerced a drum. snother ineident sccurrad where a drum wag being loaded
into & ship vhich was down Dy the stern and on velsase from the rope sling, the drum
toock charge and rolled towards the back of the hold and, of course, 1t would bump
into the one bolt which project@d from the bulkkhead, This plerced a hole again,

It is adnltted that Sur standard dram will take quite a severe hesgiag
if 1% falls on §o, or is hit by, = blunt object, bui a blow from a sharp sdged
object will plerce 1t as effectively as a can opensr. I lnow thase things should
not happen, but certainly undsr wartime eonditlions thay have done so.
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I waz fseling that =2 314 welded bulk contalner, ”uitaaiv lagged, might
be a reasonazbls solution, I am just rcnlsing thls point with you ﬂa raly *en@atively,
ta see if. you have. any idens te offer. It is ahv&oualy a matter wilch womld hsve
to be gpne into in gr@at detsil, voth ss regards cosb and supply of contalwers,
spart from the intrinaic and most important oeint of safety.

With kind regards,
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