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PCBs taint fish

aC.g8 - sty

could “lead to faulty storage or accidental
disposal.”™ he notes: “which is wiry we want

The W H . of N ! Re-

seurces (DNR) late last month discovered

| record-high levels of poisonous polychiori-

sated biphenyls (PCBs) in Ash taken from

' the Sheboygan River and two of its tribu-

., laries. Mesawhile, the federal Environ-
| mental Protection Agency was bli

10 app a site as soon as possibie.” But
PCBs leak and get into the envi-
Strauss warns, “that's disposal

and that's illegal,” s0 it 1 in & compuny s
Best interest to store them in adequate

containers.

i o fnd appropriate sites for PCB dupoul
mow that a recently enacted federal law
Das severely restricted dumping of the
com|

In Wisconsin, concentrations of PCBs i in
fwe carp from the Sheboyga:

oing it alone

The Chemical Specialties Manufac-
twrers Assn, (Washington, D.C.) belicves
n may be able to lower product-liability

750 parts per million, compared with lhe
previous record high of 350 ppm. found in
fsh taken below General Electric’s capac-
itor plant on the Hudson River. DNR
. officisls puued warnings against eating
fish caught in o total of 129 miles of the,
Sheboygan and its tributaries. “At
Ievels the fish are accumulating PCBs, it!
on extremely sericus problem,” says Kai
" B. Bremer, toxic subsiances coordinator
for EPA's regional office in Chicago.
Bremer notes that there is a “stron
possidility” the PCBs came from hydrau!
* Me oil that leaked from equipment used by
metal casting firms in the Sheboygan area,
He added that because bottom-feeding
= fish bave shown the highest concentration
of the poli it is probably building in
river sediments where fish eat,

New federa! regulations (effective Apr.
LL*LE%’Q’.MM
but st an ul zed disposal site have

l'.PAre

mn n \In country,” says
otthew Sirsuss,_an EPA environmental

The mew reguiations, which spell out
specifications for PCB.disposal in landfills
o incineraiors, give Lhe igency’s region-
ol offices authority to approve sites, T
| regions have received i~
1 tioms,” Strauss explaing, but he notes that.
officials have to m;h;wy of cmem
in their decisi

! struggling lo t lo find
; sppropr re are sn no

costs for by by!orvmn'u

captive i pany in B da by

May 15. The carrier would underwrite

coverage ior members who join tha
program.

CSMA worked with firm

Fred S. James (New York) to develop
rates from an actuarial study based on 49
questionnaires from a survey of members.

CSMA plans to charge $6/51,000 of
sales for ait size companies. This compares
to rates estimated by the study (o be in
effect now: $6.13/51,000 of sales for
companies with sales of up to $5 million;
$5.75/51,000 of sales for those with sales
of $5-10 million; and $4.01/51,000 of
sales for firms with sales of $10-50
million.

Each CSMA policybolder would hlu a
2,500 deductible for each claim.

Among the study's findings: that 21
members dropped product-liability cover-
age within the pest three years, and that
ny companies had trouble getting
ity or loss statistics from broker-
agents or insurance companies.

Scveral bills dealing with npecl: of the

mmm’-rmru.m
where BASF plane scrylic acid enpersion.

 odrnf:

(THF) prod: wnit at
Geismar, Ls., for completion in mid- 1908,
THF is used ia making polyviay) chionde
and wrethane coatings, recording tape.
cellophane, tetramethyl lead and drugs.
The company now supplies the US.
market from its Houston (acilisy. BASF
Wyandotte is also building 2 $70-millics
agricultural chemical complex at Geismar
that will initially producs the inns’ Besa-
gran herbicide. Construction of a unit for
fi of MDL, a [ compe-
nent, is also schedwied for the site.
BASFs i in North A
will n-n the company more tham S2
billion in sales on dm eumxm by l’!l
Chai
iast wek.Lmyursnh-hmh
Americs totaled $1.2 billion. To achieve

duct-liability i are
mll pending in Congress. A I'edenl stndy
did not find the situation to be a crisis
(CW. Now. 9, 1977, p. 23).

Dow Badische expands

Now that BASF has agreed (o acquire

obstacle. N

3 the end of the month
and speculntes it willbea landfill rather
tham an incincrutor.

accepiance, which is in often pv-«(ul
Neverihclesse he prdicts a site

full hip of Dow Badische, its 50-50
joim venture with Dow Chemical, the
subsidiary will [ligure heavily in the
German chemical producer's plans for
growth in the US.

BASF said last wesk that it plllll [

comtainers du mu_become cifective wntil
ﬂ_h ‘meaning, Strauss says, that handlers
| “can store them in anything. EPA s
| eoncerned thal the lng in the federal rules

‘A

Until_then, b . PCH di | is
1 >, and "
st store their wastes until - P
Sesome availuble. Yet,
Omering sequirements for stora

a [30-million-ibs./ycar acrylic
id plant at Dow Radische's Fr«pun
dex. The facility, esti d to
cost 340 million, will use BASF's new
propylene oxidation process. anlmenn]
vill stare i fiately, with k
heduled for second-haif 1981,

In addition, BASF Wyandotte disclosed
plans to build o 6,000-metric-tons/year

MONS 001497

xhs growth, Seefelder said, “we have
d a K capital

mlm calling I‘u outiays of almhc

$700 miilion,” much of which will be

devoted to Dow Badische operatioms.

BASF's 100% ownership of that company

mll brudc- the Gunu r-‘mn

in North America, ths company said.
Dow Badische, which f:

man-made fibers snd yarms an well as
numerous chemicals for the fibers busi-
ness, was founded by Dow and BASF ie
1958. Dow Chemical's eguity share of the
venture “has sot been material” in the
past few years, sveraging less thas
1¢/share in 1977, the company said. The
transaction should have mo cffect om
second-quarter profits, Dow added. BASK
officials said they plan to retain the Duw
Badische name for a year or 0 wmil they
chouse 8 replocement.
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