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“ ect Dr. Joseph L, Rich=ond
Plant Manager
Chambers Works

Novexber 2%, 1165

LIMITED DISTRIEJTION Ut Cro000y

¥. GARFRETT KUME, 2ND, NK.D.
MEDICAL DEPARTMENT
CHAMZERS WORKS

As rou knew there has been conszideredle interest during the last
+€% years In the effects of asbestos on parsons hendling either the
TeW meterial or products derived froc it., The czuse for concern is
largely centered around the incidence of cancer in workers with
egsbestos and the very long "incubation" periocd which mey intervene
between the initiel exposure to asbestos and the development of cancer,
Ag with meny such rela<ionships the question of xhether esbestos fiter
causes cencer is bedeviled by & nuzder of epperently contradictory
findings, but it seems cleer that in certain cireumstances exposure
to esbestos fibers is accompanied by en increased mortality from
sancer of the lung, pleura and gastrointestinel tract.

Since the Du Pont Company usez & considersble amount of asbestos,
lergely in the forz of pipe insulation, 4t 43 of some irportance to
exszine the medicel records of ren engeged in trades handling
£sbesto8 to see whether there is any cause for concern about their

¢alth, .

I propose to examine the health records of the pipe coverers
and cozpare thex with a sontrol group who are not known to have had
&n exposure to asbestos, This study will enly be concerned with
existing medical reconds and no contact with the men will be
required,

I eghall, of course, keep you informed as to the progress of our

gtudy.
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