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D e a r  B o b :

Y o u r  l o n g  l e t t e r  o f  3 0  M a r c h  1 9 5 5  w a s  d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

M a y  I F I R S T  S A Y  T H A T  N E I T H E R  I N O R  A N Y O N E  A T  R l K E R  T O O K  A N Y  U M B R A G E  A T  Y O U R  

R E C E N T  L E T T E R  T O  T H E  A . M . A . .  W e  D I O  N O T  F E E L  T H A T  Y O U  W E R E  T H R O W I N G  B A R B S  

A T  R l K E R  O R  A T  U S  P E R S O N A L L Y .

!  A S S U M E  T H A T  Y O U  H A V E  S E E N  A  C O P Y  O F  N o R M A N  K a R R S  A N S W E R I N G  

L E T T E R  T O  T H E  A . M . A .  W H I C H  I H O P E  T H E Y  W I L L  P U B L I S H ,  B U T  I N  C A S E  Y O U  H A V E  N O T ,

I A P P E N D  A  C O P Y  O F  I T .  I t  W O U L D  I N D E E D  B E  A  S O R R Y  W O R L D  I F  P E O P L E  L I K E  Y O U  A N D  I 

C O U L D  N O T  H A V E  T H E  S T R O N G E S T  D I F F E R E N C E  O F  O P I N I O N  O N  M A T T E R S  O F  M E D I C A L  F A C T  

O R  M O R A L S ,  W I T H O U T  T H E  D I F F E R E N C E  I N T E R F E R I N G  W I T H  O U R  F R I E N D S H I P .

I W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S T A T E  W H A T  !  T H I N K  I S  T H E  C R U X  O F  O U R  D I F F E R E N C E  

O F  O P I N I O N .  A s  i  S E E  I T ,  Y O U  A R E  S A Y I N G  «-*-i O r A L  C a L C I U M  D l S O D I U M  V e R S E N A T E  

S H O U L D  N O T  B E  U S E D  IN A N Y  C A S E  B E C A U S E  E V E N  I F  I T  I M P R O V E S  L E A D  E X C R E T I O N ,  I T  

W I L L  H A V E  A  D E L E T E F i O U S  E F F E C T  U P O N  P R O P H Y L A X I S  A G A I N S T  L E A D  E X P O S U R E  I N  I N D U S T R Y .  

O n  T H E  O T H E R  H A N D ,  i F E E L  T H A T  I F  I T  W I L L  R E M O V E  L E A D  E F F E C T I V E L Y ,  I T  S H O U L D  B E  

U S E D  IN T H O S E  P E O P L E  W H O  S H O W  A  H I G H  B L O O D  L E A D ,  E V E N  T H O U G H  T H E Y  M A Y  H A V E  N O  

S Y M P T O M S  A T  T H E  M O M E N T .  T h I S  M I G H T  B E  C A L L E D  A  P R O P H Y L A X I S  A G A I N S T  S Y M P T O M A T I C  

E X A C E R B A T I O N .  T h I S  I S  T H E  O N L Y  K I N D  O F  P R O P H Y L A X I S  W H I C H  I F E E L  I S  A C C E P T A B L E  A N D  

M O R A L .  1 D E F I N I T E L Y  D O  N O T  N O W  A N D  N E V E R  H A V E  F E L T  T H A T  N O R M A L  P E O P L E  I N  I N D U S T R Y  

S H O U L D  T A K E  T H I S  D R U G  I N  A N T I C I P A T I O N  O F  B E I N G  E X P O S E D  O R  W H I L E  T H E Y  A R E  B E I N G  E X ­

P O S E D  T O  L E A D .  I t  S E E M S  T O  M E  T H A T  I T  W A S  U N F O R T U N A T E  T H A T  T H E  T E R M  P R O P H Y L A X I S  

W A S  U S E D  A T  A L L ,  S I N C E  P R O P H Y L A X I S  A G A I N S T  E X A C E R B A T I O N  I S  S O  R E A D I L Y  C O N F U S E D  

W I T H  P R O P H Y L A X I S  A G A I N S T  L E A D  A C C U M U L A T I O N  B E F O R E  O R  D U R I N G  T H E  F A C T .

A  S E C O N D  D I F F E R E N C E  O F  O P I N I O N  I S  O V E R  A  Q U E S T I O N  O F  F A C T .  F r o m  Y O U R  

L E T T E R  I G A T H E R  T H A T  Y O U  W E R E  T A K E N  IN  B Y  T H E  E X P E R I M E N T A L  D A T A  O F  R l E D E R  O N  T H E  

R A B B I T .  T h i s  W A S ,  A T  B E S T ,  A  P O O R  E X P E R I M E N T  S I N C E  T H E  R A B B I T S  D I D  N O T  H A V E  A  

D I S E A S E  A N A L O G O U S  T O  T H E  H U M A N  D I S E A S E ,  T H E I R  M E T A B O L I S M  D O E S  N O T  R E S E M B L E  H U M A N  

M E T A B O L I S M  I N  T H E S E  R E G A R D S ,  S O M E  O F  T H E  M E T H O D S  U S E D  W E R E  A  L I T T L E  L E S S  T H A N  

A C C E P T A B L E ,  A N D  T H E  D U R A T I O N  O F  T H E  E X P E R I M E N T  W A S  O P E N  T O  C R I T I C I S M .  F u R T H E R  W O R K  

B Y  R l E D E R  H I M S E L F  A N D  A T  L E A S T  T W O  O T H E R  L A B O R A T O R I E S  D O  N O T  I N  A N Y  S E N S E  C O N F I R M
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T H A T  M A N  B E H A V E S  T H E  W A Y  R l E D E R S  R A B B I T S  S E E M  T O  B E H A V E .  P R E S E N T  E V I D E N C E  

S U G G E S T S  T H A T  O R A L .  C a L C I U M  D l S O D I U M  V e r S E N A T E  W I L L .  I N C R E A S E  T H E  O V E R m A L L  

E X C R E T I O N  O F  L E A D  I N  P A T I E N T S  W I T H  A  H I G H  B L O O D  L E A D  A N D  N O T  T A K E  T H E  L E A D  O U T  

O F  T H E  A L I M E N T A R Y  T R A C T  A N D  P U T  I T  O U T  T H R O U G H  T H E  K I D N E Y S .

I n  T H I S  Q U E S T I O N  O F  F A C T ,  O B V I O U S L Y  T I M E  A N D  T H E  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  P A P E R S  

W I L L  E V E N T U A L L Y  B R I N G  U S  T O  T H E  S A M E  P O I N T  O F  V I E W .  I n  T H E  O T H E R  Q U E S T I O N  O F  J U D G E ­

M E N T ,  M O R A L S ,  E T C . ,  I T  M A Y  W E L L  B E  T H A T  W E  W I L L  C O N T I N U E  T O  S T A N D  A P A R T .  I S H A L L  

H A V E  N O  T R O U B L E  R E S P E C T I N G  Y O U R  V I E W  O R  C O N T I N U I N G  T O  H A V E  A  G R E A T  F O N D N E S S  F O R  T H E  

M A N  W H O  G E N E R A T E D  T H A T  P O I N T  O F  V I E W .  I  S I N C E R E L Y  H O P E  Y O U  W I L L  F E E L  T H E  S A M E  W A Y .  

I H O P E  A L S O  T H A T  Y O U  F O U N D  N O  C A U S E  F O R  U M B R A G E  I N  N O R M  K a R R S  L E T T E R .

I t  H A S  B E E N  A  L O N G  T I M E  S I N C E  W E  H A V E  H A D  A  Q U I E T  E V E N I N G  T O G E T H E R  A N D  

I H A V E  V E R Y  P L E A S A N T  R E C O L L E C T I O N S  O F  T H E  O N E S  W E  H A D  B E F O R E .  I S I N C E R E L Y  H O P E  T H A T  

S O M E  B U S I N E S S  W I L L  B R I N G  Y O U  T O  LoS A n G E L E S  A N D  A L L O W  Y O U  A  R E S P I T E  T O  P U T  Y O U R  

F E E T  U P  A T  O U R  H O U S E .

W i t h  k i n d e s t  p e r s o n a l  r e g a r d s ,  I a m ,

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,

"Ge o r g e L^,./M a i s o n

GLM im e w
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D r. G eorge L . M aison
V ice P res id en t and G enera l M anager
R ik er  L a b o ra to r ies , Inc.
P . O. Box 3157, T erm in a l A nnex 
L os A n g e les 54, C a lifo rn ia

D ear  D octo r  M aison:

A recen t note from  M anfred B ow ditch , p lus som e p reviou s com m en ts 
that have com e to m y  a tten tion  from  o th er  so u r c e s , have ind ica ted 
that so m e  o f our co llea g u es  b e l ie v e  o r  a ssu m e  that m y  recen t ed ito r ia l 
in the JAMA was d irec ted  at your group in the R iker L a b o ra to r ies . I 
shou ld  lik e  to d isc la im  any such  pu rp ose or a ttitude on m y par t, fo r  if 
I had had anyth ing o f that type on m y m ind , I would f i r s t  have d irec ted 
it  to you. T here m ay be o th ers  who b e lie v e  that your  group is  open to 
c r i t ic is m , and they m ay be r igh t, in te rm s of the po ss ib le  o r  po ten tia l 
e f fe c ts  o f the p rom u lga tion  o f the broad u se  of the v e rse n a te  fo r  p ro ­
p h y lac t ic  p u rp o ses , but that w as not the poin t o f my rem a rk s, and i 
had and have no know ledge o f any a c t iv ity  on your part that d ese rv ed  m y 
c r i t ic ism .

My pu rp ose was and rem a in s devoted to the d iscou ragem en t o f the u se 
of any m ed ica l trea tm en t of in d u str ia l w orkm en as a su b stitu te  fo r 
sound m ea su res  of in d u str ia l h yg ien e . None of us ha3 any ju st if ica t io n  
fo r  p a r tic ip a ting  in any a c t iv ity  that w ill have th at e f fe c t . I am  so  w ell 
acquain ted  w ith the lead  trad es and w ith the p rob lem s which th ey  p resen t 
and w ith  the m eans by which th ese  p rob lem s can be handled, that I sa id 
what I d id w ithout r ese rv a t io n  and in the fu ll know ledge that I am  r igh t, 
m ed ica lly , m o ra lly  and hum anly speak ing . I was d irec t in g  m y  rem ark s 
a t a group o f in d u str ia l p h y s ic ia n s, who through ign oran ce, in se n s it iv i ty 
o f so c ia l c o n sc ie n c e , o r  sh e e r  c a l lo u sn e ss  to hum an w e lfa re , a r e  w illin g 
to pander to the w ish es  o f un in form ed or  ir r esp o n s ib le  in d u str ia l  
m an agem en t. T here is  no p resen t ex cu se  fo r  the continued e x is te n c e  of 
dangerous exp osu re to lead  in  A m er ica n  ind ustry . A cc id en ta l and u n fo re­
seen  ab sorp tion  o f lead  w il l  continue to o ccu r  in  our com p lica ted  so c ie ty , 
but sa t is fa c to r y  m ethods o f con tro llin g  exp osu re  to lead  in the conven tiona l 
lead  trad es o f the USA a re  a v a ila b le  and a re  being u sed  by com peten t and 
r esp o n sib le  in d u str ia l o rg a n iza t io n s.

T h is is  what I w as a ttem p tin g ,p r im a r ily , to say  as s im p ly  and as d ir e c t ly 
a s  I knew how, and ■ jam not a t a l l  happy a t being thought to have been
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speak ing to any o th er  p u rp ose . It is  tr u e , a s  I sa id , that the ev id en ce fo r 
th e u se  of the drug sa fe ly  is  not a v a ila b le , a t le as t  to  m e . But if  i t  can be 
show n that it  is  e n t ir e ly  h a r m le s s , of i t s e l f ,  in  th is  u s e , I am  s t i l l  b it te r ly  
opposed  to such  u se  to p a ll ia te  the e f fe c ts  o f hazardous exp osu re  to lea d  in 
in d u stry . M o reover , I know that i f  i ts  p rop h y lactic  u se  is  w id e ly  and 
u n rese rv ed ly  en cou raged , even  in  ju s t i f ia b le  s itu a tion s fo r  w hich no one 
is  know ingly  to b la m e, it w il l  be em p loyed  a s  a ju st if ica t io n  fo r  the m ed ica l  
p ro tec tion  of m en  who shou ld  h ave adequate env iron men ta l p ro tec tion . This 
is  a m a tter  in w hich the c o n sc ie n c e s  o f m ed ica l m en w ill have to rem a in 
s e n s it iv e , or we a re  in  fo r  a re la p se  in  the p resent encourag ing and m uch 
too long de layed  ap p lica tion  of sound standards and p r a c t ic es  of in d u str ia l 
h yg ien e.

I have fe lt  that th is  s ta tem en t o f m y  p o s it io n  was due you and your a s s o ­
c ia te s  a s  w e ll as due m y se lf , in v iew  of the p e rso na l and p r o fe ss io n a l 
a m e n it ie s  w hich shou ld  p rev a il b etw een  u s , and w hich I should lik e  to 
p r e se r v e .

S in ce re ly  y o u rs ,

R obert A . K ehoe, M. D.

RAK ef


