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26 JPitt- National Safety C&ngrcae

A  discusHDQ took place coocermog causes 
of accidents vriifun the paint, varnish and 
hoqoer Dndujlry. This (EseastiDa revealed 
the predonamaqfc caoses were not directly 
■ associated with the manufacture o l paint, 
ramirii or lacquer. AccWeots resulted, for 
the most part, from eaases most commonly 
associated with any other in this try, such as 
ialis and material bandies?. This trend ia- 
dicates i b l  the industry has dooc a  suc­
cessful job ccaiiroUisg hazards arising" from 
specific problems connected with point, var­
nish and Ucqoer manufacture, but there 
5dll eras a deflnile need for additional attest- 
ti'an toward the prevention o f scadrals re- 
suiting freon hazards not sped5c to the in­
dustry.

Several members, reported that they had 
been employing UP-gas trucks In noo-hax- 
ardous areas. Operations, to dale, had been 
satisfactory with iw> apparent additional 
hazards being encountered It was stressed 
that a r e  must be taken an selecting a site

for the stonge of bulk quantities of IP-gas, 
The storage she and refueling location 
sboard be separated from zhe plant by ade-
quite clearances. Topography must be surib 
that vapors wCU w »  flaw from a. leak into 
buildings, or other low areas, and accoraidate 
and! eventually encounter a source o f  igni­
tion. Ferscamel responsible for the filling of 
tanks* and refueling of vehicles should he 
iropTcsEed with potential hazards and thor­
oughly trained Lit all aspects o f  the opera­
tion-

One o f  the group reported that the cap 
embossing, or ^taRifung-machipe operator in 
his plant suffered a finger amputation. To 
avoid recurrence*, he had provided a  harrier 
303rd equipped with an electrical imerlodc 
that imeiTupted correcit to the matJuac 
when the guard was raised from position. 
Eq addition la  utilizing tire guard, a  was 
Fugge-Med that emptovrnent of a stacker and 
automatic feed wouid add further to safety 
and efficiency of the CflwtatloD.

*
Plastics

Dtmttriafv f-codcr: E, W . Cuxua u , Safety D ir* Monsanto Cbierokai Cou, Springfield. Mas-s.

The Plastics Section Conference took 
pt&ce Thursday, Oct. 25, fe La Salle Hotel 
for those interested in safety involving plas­
tics materials.

f i r s t  Tirciilera d iscussed w hether j*o5> - 
vinyl chloride exposed to high temperatures 
from burnmg or arc ad d in g  produced loattc 
fumes. A fter some discussion it appeared 
that hydrochloric arid fames could be given 
off when P-Y.C. is exposed to etevaced 
temperatures. Hydrochloric arid fusmes are. 
o-f course, Irriiating and con be hazardous 
in high concenlrations.

The next -question, concerned existence o f 
engineering standards for Same arrestors oa 
veil lines fa r  flammable ]E-qsud tank*. At 
whai point con fianve arrestors be' discon­
tinued, and is there any size tank vthhh 
would not require flame arrestors?

It tras pointed out that various fire in­
surance ijispection bureaus have varied stand­
ards. The Factory Insurance Association or 
Radon,- Mutual Company could be cansulled 
lai some specific problem. The ccmsoisus 
appeared to be that flame arresters would 
not be required when the flash point was in 
excess fOCh F. There way no definite con­

clusion regarding size of storage vessels; a1- - 
though it appeared that any lank or fcetllc 
inside % building should la ve  its vent pro­
tected with some flame arrestor when in 
flammable liquid service.

Ss ihere any rtriricltotT concerning cur of 
out-iron r a f tw  in ^antmabte-lignid Ones?

General ophucii appeared 10 be thal even 
though, cast-iron valves might be ufed inhere 
the efieci on the raw material was iw l a 
factor, steel valves were preferred. Cast- 
irc-n valves tend to become more brittle and 
fright fail or break under shock Ireatmcm.

Some discussion was had concerning the 
bottoct-unloadSag o f  lank cars of flammable 
liquid. Some members said they cu'jomarilv 
Itouam-unloadcd by grarily. It pointed 
emt lb at the M .CJl, data sheets strongly 
recomnvended top-unToadmg. Same f d l  that 
ii was perfectly safe providing an extra 
valve be butallcd on the bdlom outlet o f  
the tank car. The general opinion was !k*i1 
Iqp-unloadingbypump was the safer rocthod- 
!t vras also asked -why compressed air or 
Inert gas under pressure should not be used- 
Agahv consensos was that flzmmabfe liquid? 
tficntld not be unloaded under prejeurev M
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ii,a» poiitied Dut that trt «E< of line or 
valve failure, the flammable-liquid flour nijgjti 
r>ot tie slopped until a ir pressure from the- 
innk could be vented and, wJih a partially- 
empty tank; Uus could lake a kmg lim e 
Concerning feck cars, it was dialed by sev­
eral persons that occasionally the pressure- 
rclrcf x-alw: cm the tank car »« uanrefiabte. 
They should be chocked carefully by users. 
Jti use o f tank cars, it was pointed out chat 
ozcasionalh' lank cars ate unloaded by  nUio- 
C«n prescure. Care tnusl be taken by subse­
quent users o f this tank car to make certain 
before entering the tank cars that tiie car 
be adequately purged mOi fresh air. Cheek­
ing of ru>1 only fla m nab tc* liquid. ccmccnirx- 
liceis, kin also oxygen, should be rouimt.

Some discurficn was had ccoceming per­
mit system cor tank entry- Most companies 
liave a  permit system. Scene conferenec- 
members indicated that where agitation was 
port of the tank system the fuses were re­
moved from the main switch. Olher mop- 
l*crs indicated that where disconnect itviicfie* 
were available and, in many ansianccs ihey 
Tvcre installed adjacent to equipment of ihis 
■i r̂t, padtocfctng o f ihcse disconnect spritelM-* 
ivilh retention of the ktys bv ihc operator 
make entry safe.

3frAjl ly fe  ham fjt or life  line skautd Jv
aHacked fo fen a ns tiuiktng foni miry?

Reference was made 10 the dfscuisioa by 
dab Albisser ac oa t of ibe Chemical Sec- 
riem -scsudqs regarding- use o f airplane har­
ness o r  wristlet? One person said his com­
pany steadied a life line to  a person's Feel. 
Another stated He also attached a  life Itne 
to a person's feet urhert boiiom entry was 
made to lank;, Seme companies favored the 
arrjifcjt« harness, others she xrruiter. as be­
ing the best type for keults with snail 
nanhoics. One company slated that ihc rcpc 
to Che vrisilel 1$ secured to the fereanu*- 
of Che user wish adhesive (ape CO keep the 
rope out c f  the way. PtaRing on the rope 
would break the tape easily, One company 
has a lank-enlfy drill erttee a cuonih. for each 
rrcrv, On tank cnLry, each crew has a hand- 
driven siren which can be used in case of 
an emergency.

tx  ffcere a maximum insuic ictnftratvrf 
ivhieh jhovid be obtained before a person 
ran enter ieittex or tanks?

The consensus appeared to be that men 
should fwt enter tanks milesa the tempera.- 
lore is below TOO F. This temperature can

be controlled by air circulation or jacket 
cooling, One company indicated that. workers 
ncrc not required to ga fen if die tempera- 
lure exceeded room lemjteraluce.

The question was raised as la- safe tech­
niques of unloading tank tnxfcs. Some of 
the commetiLS were as foUo'<ts:

a. Tank track motor should be slopped 
unless the motor is -necessary to operate ihc 
pump. Tn that event, the driver should stay 
oul of the tab-

k  Tarek i rack should he iraimobalired, the 
driver siring llse keys to die •operator. Tbi* 
n-as not loo feasible as many ditvets do tint 
want to give anyone ebeir keys.

c. Portable siandnrrt signs coald be lo­
omed in front ot ihe (ruck Co prevail it 
)*cmg drixat a stay while reeding or unfold­
ing is taking place. A member mentioned 
the case o f a  cab driver who was overcome 
Vy carbon monoxide gas while sluing in a 
closed cab xviih the engine running.

Further r|u«ttLps cfl box 1 rock loading 
rend tmlcadfog' were asked. One member 
linjutrhi out ibc point ©F a truck pultine 
nw-ay from ihc unloading <4">ck at the same 
time a pallet a t material was only Half in 
Jlic track, Another member rcrnrnenled that 
wlien trucks are- being bonded or unloaded, 
there should be. a  paper sign in the cab iu- 
■ Kcacing rack a  -process nnif the sign should 
1<  remox-ed only by  ilie Toadiog or initaadinjr 
crew. Tins latter comment did not appear 
to be ot great interest. Howrever, the Toad' 
ntg and unloading o f  trailers triifi Fork 
trucks received seme attention. Some com- 
panic* make it a  practice JO uscwherl chocks 
tmJcr ihe E»x wheels whether a I n et or i< 
under 3 or nt>3> Seme teen panics place 
pedcfinr? to support the Front end of the 
V is  truck when ibe Iractor his palled i w y  
— oae podesial tor normal loading or unlcad- 
•njf and two pedestals when fork trucks are 
bring tr>cd.

One member requested iftformaiioa oei 
peroxide ItAndllng It vctxs pointed out that 
a new buficrin has been published b>r the 
Niiilfonal Fire Protection Association en­
titled, Safe Storage omf HtmdHnsf ° f  Or­
ganic Peroxides. It can be obtained bj- 
writing to ihe ttatfonal proup.

IFfiirn Siijt̂  tors or tank trucks Stare bem 
nntmnf{dt trha hat the rerfenrUdtity of ctos~ 
faff cnxrsF

One comjwiiy hangs a ‘pedal lag, com- 
rleJc with urnloadinff insiructions, on the


