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The 3ditor

Skin & Allergy Kews Service, Inc.
4907 Cordell Avenue

Washington, D. C. 20014

Oear Bir:

I have recently been sent a copy of your September 1973 issue of
8$kin & Allergy News which contains an article "Polychlorinated
Mphenyia Induce Ensyme Production.” This erticla referred to
work of Dr. O. R, Bickers. The second paragraph says: “Poly-
chlorinated biphenyls (PCBE) are caroinogens which are widely

distributed as enviromental pollutants.”

Monsanto Company has found no evidence which indicates that PCB
is a carcinogen, Our work includes extensive toxicological
tasting, as well as a thorough review of the literature.

I have contacted Dr. D. R. Bickers, Iiia study does not contain
any such evidence nor did he make any such statement to your
publication.

As Medical Director for Monsanto Compsny, I feel obligated to
register a strong protest to this statement, since one of our
trademarks for a PCB-containing product (Aroclor 1254) was
mentioned in tha same article.

If you heve evidence to support the statement, either from un-
published sources or froa indepsndeant soursas, I would urge you
to make this information available to Monsanto and to appropriate
goverasent agencies.

1f the statement cannot be documented via qualified resesrch data,
then I believe it is imperative that you print a correction at
the earliest possible moment.

Sincerely,

R. kmmet Xelly, 4. D.
Medical Director 274%
RER/1n RS Q9
cc: Dr. D. R. Bickers W
The Rockefeller Univcrllty Hospital
New York, New York 1002}



