ANNOUNCEMENT Monsanto

As.you can see by the attached newspaper article,
we are currently working with the federal government in an
epidemioclogy study.

During the past three weeks the Texas City plant
has been visited on three occasions by officials from OSHA
and NIOSH. L You may already know that they are conducting a
study in this geographic area of deaths they suspect were
caused by brain tumors. The study was instigated. due to a
complaint from a former employee of Union Carbide here in
Texas City. While examining records available from a variety
of sources, OSHA identified five brain tumor related deaths
of former Monsanto employees that occurred since the early
days of the plant (1940's).

Our Corporate Department of Medical and Environmental
Health (DMEH) and location industrial hygiene department began
examining health records and death certificates upon hearing
of the government studies. These studies were underway when
we were contacted by OSEA. Two of the five brain tumor
related deaths have been earmarked by DMEH for more detailed
study.

An extensive epidemioclogy study must be conducted
to determine the statistical significance of these deaths
in this geographic area. Such a study will involve examination
of personnel records, medical histories and work histories
of employees and former emplovees of several companies. We

are trying to cooperate fully and are coordinating our efforts
with OSHA officials.

On the most recent visit, an OSHA cofficial monitored
personnel exposure in the AN plant. While his data is still
being analyzed, our samples, collected from identical areas,
indicated exposures well below the 2ppm standard. He did
comment that he found neo vioations and was impressed by our
entire plant's employee protection and safety efforts.

We do not believe there is any cause for undue
concern, and we intend to keep you informed as new developments
occur.

P. E. Brubaker

Plant Manager
03/06/79
(Remove 03/15/79)
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- 2nd plant réportsi

By BILL INMAN
T'est Reperter

A federal health investigation into the
braln cancer deaths of 10 chemical work.
ers al Unlon Carblide’s Texas City plant
has furned up five additional braln can-
cer deaths a1 Monsanto’s nearby chemi-
cal laciliny,

Luth plants once produeed the cancer-
causlog agent vinyl chloride. The sub-

slance has been linked by sclentisis o0

the brain
multiforme.

“'We're trying 1o cooperate and coordi-
nate our efforts fully with the govern-
ment,” said Monsanio spokesman John

tumor glloblastoma

Spano from the company's St. Eouls
headquariers.

‘““We're concerncd, as others are,
about the Incldeace of this torm of can-
cor. We want 1o stress, however, that ihe
glioblastoma form has ot been deter-
mincd In ihese last flve cases.”

The federal dnvestigation stemmed
from a Unlon Carbide worker's com-
plaint recelved Nov, 27 by the Ocenpa-
tional Safely and lealith Adinlolsiralion,

A sclentific team Including OSIIA and
Nntlonal Institute for Occupationn] Safe-
ty and Health specinlists soon found at
least 10 Unlon Carbide workers had died
of brain cancer between 1962 and 1978,

Slx of the 10 viclims had lhohhmloml

multiforme lsted as cause of death on

*their death cevtificates. At anolher 1wo
of the proup were (hought (e have that

same form of cancer. An 1ith Unlon Car- -

blide worker, sHll living, also bas been
diagnosed as having the glloblastama
tumor,

Monsanto began siftlog health records
and death certiflestes of some 1,300
workers after i learned of the Union
Carblde study, Spano sald. OSHA offl-
clally approached the plant Feb. M and
conducted chemicad exposure cheeks,

*I's far 100 early to make any kind of
judgment,’”* said Dr. Joseph Wagner,
maonltoring the OSHA investigation (rom
Washinglon,

brain tumor deaths

““Al this stage of the gaime, we're con-
cenirating on Union Carbille, whete we
fecl we have a god sampling.”

-George Pettigrew, regional MIOSH
director, satd the records of correnl and
former Univn Carblde workers — some
10,000 — are Leing reconsttucted for an
epldemiological study.

The (lme-consuining study will Include

“rescarching demoguiaphie disease pat-

terns and records of planis That produce
vinyl chloridé. Sty resulls are expoct-
ed 1o be months away,

Complicating the record-gathering
process, sald Petligrew, is the latency
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Another

r chemical planl

ﬁnds bram l;umor de ath

( From page1 )

period Invnl\u-d “Ih pmr-. that m.;yho
20 yoars or'sd, am-r vinyl ehloride oxpo-
sure, the cancer shows 1iself. That's

gomething like o lime boamb, nnd I

makes onr Job o lot more difficalt.’

Two of the five bheain vancer deadhs al
Masinnto lave ahready been earmarked
by company researchers for detntled
gllohlastonus tenln, suhl Spano.

*Nothing hitti heen conflynel (hus
fae,"” he sail,

Monsante purchased ‘the plant in the
. eallng (actors at this polut’

mild-40s from the [ederal government.
Vinyl chloride monomers were usod 1
production from 13 1o 194, Unlike the

\

Union Ca'rhldc plani, Monsanto nd Inn;:w

processes the matetial. :
No Monsanta employee complainty

. have been liled wilh tedopal agepciey

A concernlng vinyl chlaride, said Jdop

Clark, head of personnel ab the Te xa;-

“ City plant.

Jle suld the company has notifivd

" workers (hrough stalf meelings of (N

potentlal haziad,

Arven OBNA director 1L D.wlt. l.lymh
siudd po citallons have heen [ssued
agiinst Unlon Carbide s Monsania ip
the past nix months for chembeal (xpln
sure nbove legal toveds.

ile suld there are “loa many |nm|nU-

definilive conncetlon between the cheny-,

cal and the Texas City deaths. -
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