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Depurtment of Communmity Viediciae

Mr. RBernard Leonka, Business Agent

. Local 332 »
United -Electrical, Radtio & Machine Wurkers ol America
32 William Stre.t 7 o

Glens Falls, New Yourk 12301
Dear Mr. Leonka: . Ny 8

. We are now approachiug the final analyses of all the medical data thatt
we obtained during ousr elintical field survey in March, 197%5.

The {irst information thut is available cun be summarized as follnws:

1.’ Skin abnormalities

- There wad a high prevalence ot skin changes among the examined
workers., Some of the changes were ratherg :specific in nature and
similar to those scen aftor contact with chlorinated compounds. A
few cases of chrlaracne, the most specific type of skin disease ro-
lated to PCB's were seen. It is difficult at the present time to
evaluate the signtficance of these findings. There is reason to
believe, howevcr, :that the skin abnormalities may not only represent
a local effect on the iskin, but also reflect some degree of ‘metdholic

~ and biochemical disturbinces in th: body.

2;.Porphyrin metabolism

During our firld survey, we examined 3U-individuals with regard to
tre oxeretion of. a rompound jm the urine ealled uroporphyrin. 4an
elevated excretion of .this substance is invariably associated with
metabolic disturbances ia the body, in most instances refleating ‘
impuairueat in liver function. In the examined group, there was .one:

~individual with markedly elevetod uropoarphyrin excrotion, This can
be WE-reiated. This finding warrants Curther study among 2 larger
numbae of workers,

3. Pulrorary function tasts

All izdividuals parcticipating in the exarination had pulmmnuary
funrction tosts dome. . Weisere intercszaod tndotermining whether the
inl.alation of FCHs may huve an ef{feur on lung function., Although
there- sere vary row individuals with subjoctive complaints of breath-

ing difficnlties; wuo woere able to dewnnsteate with our sonsitive
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breathing tests that there was higher pruvalence of pulmonary Tunc-
tion abnermalitias in thiys group of individuals shen compared w~ith

a populatieon without PCE-exposure. We are in the process of aaulyq-
ing these abnormalrties in relation to the different jobh categories
and possikie intrensity ofvexposufe, which may shordl furthur Lighy oa

these initial findings.

4. lmuncological chang=s

Since it has becume known that substances similar to PC3 can.afiect
the immunoloniical . dystem, we conducted a preliminasy investigation

on ten employess with regard to tke number aad functioa of blend
cells which are involved in immurclogical mechuanisms (B aad: T cells).
This prelihinaﬁy investigat ion showed that there:ware some abnnrmal-
ities in these .crlls. Howevar, in the limited number of people ex-
amined, the chungas seen were of linited severity. Exteusion of
these studizs is planned.

§. PBCB concentration in blood

'Vie have conclurded the laboratory analysis of the amount of PCB fouad
in the -blnod. Serum concentrations varied betwecon lhgpm to several
hundred ppm. .These arg values which . are consistent with high PCO-
exposure, We are currently analyzing the PCB concentrasions iam-re-
lation to:duration of employmunt, job cartesary and other . eclinicai
‘and laboratory abnormalities. We plan to later review the rasults
with you in detail. :

From the information currently avallabla with regurd tu health effects
ancng your members wve:were pleased to note that, first, gencral health
appeared good and no;urgent, immediate problems were found. Second,
some arcas of potential interestivere {dentified; these will be further
studied. Lastly; 'and rost important, we iwill be abl2 to study:the long
term effects, potontinlly the moust important, as well 4is the pagzing
questian of potential “‘effects on reproduction.

We have heen pleaserd to find that Ceneral Electr:iu has shown interesc

in clarifying the FCB healtlr effects, . [ardevd they have offered cull-
aboratiun and help in future studies. Ccupled with the valuable assis-
tance the Unitesd Electricual “orkers Unieon has given cnd is giving us,

this adds to the? preomise that research will b2 useiul in helping . resoiva
such PCB problems as might rexist, :aad prevent.health hazards in the ruture

Sincerely yours
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