INTERNATIONAL SMELTING AND REFINING COMPANY

East Chicago. Indiana

fgment fHeesie
umen e Myeh 23, 1988

. 0. 3. Jobmeson,
Flant Neasger,
Iast Chicage Office.

Dear Xr. Johnsom:

Oa March 15th I attended & weeting of the Lead Pigmest
Magufacturers Industry Advisory Comittes vhieh was eslled by VPFB.
The meeting vas beld {n roam 3346, Sceisl Seemurity Building,
Washingtom, D. C.

The presiding offiser wae Charles N. Love of the Protective
Costing Seetion, Chemiecal Buresu, WPB. HNe wvas assisted by Rr.
Benjamin N. Belcher, Nsad of the Proteetive Costing Beetion of WPB.
Acting in am sdvigory capaeity ves itr. Al Goetz of the RBagle Pilcher
Lead Company vho is 8 dollar-per-yedr msn and vhs divided his time
betveen Fagle Picher and WVPB. There wvas 8lse ne other representative
of ¥WPB preseat. .

Those presant aad the cempaniss they represent are listed

belows
Cooledge - Shervia-V¥illismm
Bayt - Tagle-Fisher
Eurless - Intermatiomsl
Enight - Tustem Lead
NeCarthy - Eatiomsl leed
NeGregor - NeOreger Lead
Spregue - Zustoms Lead
vildaer - Batiamel
vilke - Eammend Lead

Xr. Peliz Vormser, Seeretary of the lLead Imdustries Association
was endesvoring to register vhea I arrived. ¥e vas aot permitted to
register sinoce he wves not & msmber of the cemmittes. The mmtter vas
takem up vith Rr. Josiadb Q. Fert, head of the WPS Induatry Advisory
Coamittees who ruled that Mr. Vormser would aet dDe permitted to attend
the meetisg.

The unnawed represeatative of VFB indieated that during the
first quarter the ovessll ecmsumption of pig lead would de 297,000 tonms.
It vould be adbeut the same in the seecmd Quarter. At the end of the
first quarter totsl stecks ia this ecoumtry should de down to adbout 66,000
toms. They vere eadsavoriag to get productien to dDalsase consumptioa dut
it was indieated that it veuld dDe mecessary to ge iante the stocsk pile ia
Marsh and April to the axteat of adout 25,000 tems. Total stecks in this
eountry may ge dowa te 2%,000 tams Uy the end of April. It was requested

1SR007783

84

N 3598



Rr. . B. Johnsen ~3- Mareh 23, 1908

Mtiomal said that they vould ast operets five plaats dut wveunld make
thelir 30% queta. TFusteom vill eperate duriag the secmnd guarter Mut
vill spread out produetiom. 7They did set knew vhether or

vould operste in the third guarter. Puller wveuld spesete ing the
sescmd quarter. I indieated thet ve venld spesats in Jume {n the
seocsmd quarter and Dlan on operatiag in July of the third Querter,
mking & 60-dny cemtisuous operstiem.

It was them pointed ocut by the representatives of VFh that
there ves 8 backlog of about 12,000 tons of 4&ry lsed ia ths bamds of
producers and in process. Oa the preseat bdasis this wvould de sdout
a oix sontbs' supply. The question vas vhether to save this bdaeklog
for comtingencies or to permit it to be used up. Vildmer of Eationel
pointad ocut that a certsin smocuat vonld slveys de i(n process, Adaspeanding
upon the metlod of produetion ussd, umless & plant wvas completely sbut
down snd cleaned out. If the plaats were abut down, then the maapever
situatiom sould be aggrevated as the labor seuld aet b retained. Sinee
Mmtiome)l bas most of the dry lead in proeess, Lt was maialy tdeir arge-
msot aRd it vag decided to leave the matter aleme.

The aext Question ves whetler & DOt the steeks of ary white
lead in the hande of the consumers, and wiiieh were cameideored to Mo
rather extemsive, should remsin frosea. It was atated that the ressom
they were frosea in the first plece wvas becsuss it wvas theught that no
20re vhite lesd wvould be produced during the emergeney. JNeow that 1t
sprears that & certsin amount of vhite leagd vwill b permitted to de
produced, same bad taksn the poaition that thoee havimg stoek should de
permitted to use it.

™he ¥FB representatives strongly recunmeaded tbhat no agitation
slomng this line be made. They stated that if an isews wvas msde of it
tke lead camittee wvorld very liksly rule that simes se msmeh a&ry lead
vas oo haad vith comsumers that {t would not be necessary to produce
Any more dry wvhite lead. They wvere very positive chbeut tbhis and the
representatives of all prodmeers decided to take the recommendation of
the representatives of VFB.

ne repressuntstive of 8 producer askad wvbethsr or not the end

. of the Qerman war vould esase the pressure mm the produsers of dry vhite
lesd. The unmamed representative of V7B stated that it vould not. Any
plg lead not needed for the war eoffort would very likely be first diverted
into the madufacture of datteries for eiviliams. Some one yeised the
question s to how mueb pig lead we vere giving sway oa lemd-lease and

the ansver was that it was omly 250 toms for the seeamd quarter. There
vere no figures availadle for fabricated produets.

There 18 to De & revisiom of R-384 vhieh predadly vill be
issued prior to April lst. The chaagss are »et of ilmpertanee as far
as wve are comesrasd. Por emaple, there vill be definitisms of ocertais
produsts sued as frits. Also, the Quotas for some OORGErDS sSush as the
maufesturers of glaes and lasesticides vill e shanged to seme extest
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