June 15, 1946

Dr James Tovnsend, . :
U Public Health Service, e
National Institute of . Bealth,q“,_,uL_

Bethesda 14, Maryland. _

Dear Dr Tawnsend.

. At 1cng 1ast I have been able to get:an.apparently satisfactory
- draft of "Changes in the Regulations for the Sale and Distribu-
tion of Casoline contasining Tetraethyl Lead...cecevees.e” I
am suhmitting these to you herewith for’ the conslderation of .

i mee Or whomever you consider 1t edvisable- to consult
As yeu will note I have drawn up this draft

,‘ s up to date on the basia of such 1nform&tion as 1is
available to me.. : , P

Promptly. upcn returning home after my interview with you and
your assoclates, I redrafted.the changes, alfter consulting all
of the correspendence which had taken place between myself and
representatives of the Public Health Service as well as between
other representatives of Ethyl Corporation and. the Public
Health SBerwvice. On this basis the dates given in the next to
the last: raph of Page 1 are those indicated on the docu-

menﬁs or letters which are in my file. The actual changes,

in addit‘ to' those with which you were fully familiar at the

time\of “erview, have to do with letters exchanged between

offic'\' ‘ v‘ Corporation and representatives of the Surgeon
‘ G@neral,con ing the second type of sign. These exchanges

glve permi: 1, £irst for the use of the briefer sign, and

later for 1ts use interchangeably vith the earlier and larger
sign on, any tyﬂé*of gasoline dispenaing pump. It was my

feeling, ih ¢'of these agreed upon changes,that it was

necessary ) refer to these dates and to the present date;
thereby es ing & sequence of events as a matter of record,
and”@hen x nting the regulatimns how in force in what
might be x ed as & simple and understandable form. I trust

that I have acuompliehed this purpose. -

All that was added or modified in relation to my draft was a
more detailed description of the two signs.
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Dr. Jemes Townsend - (c) - June 15, 1946

You will also note Uhat these proposed changes h&ve resulted
in the elimination of any reference to the use of leaflets
of information to the public at f1lling stations. My point
of vliew with reference to this 1ssue 1s represented in some
detail in a letter addressed to Surgeon General Thomas Parran,
d ted September 3, 19&0. In that letter I pointed out that
‘ eed arningjof this type 13 not very great in view

‘ & . al ¥ I
qanded to motorists, th

ey were
,with the result that the
ed booklets. On the
requested,
: ope, t“emefo e, that your
18 no real point in Lhe
commemdation. |

record of this
When you have had time to consider this matter,you can, if you
wish,‘return gour conclusions to me in the form of the official
' Tek: I shall then transmit this information to|
Gn for' their LnformatLQn and for their further
. thedr custcmers. Ag. you are aware,; no dvubt,
hyl Corporation with its customers requires
endations of the Surgeon General

iy

df the United States Public H ”lbh ervice, &s well as any"

is industry and salso with
tor of Ethyl Corporathn
gzards. It 1s highly |
dvise Corporation should keep its
@u,tomers inf med Dﬁ any ¢ ges of any kind which occur iﬁ ny
of these regulatory mechenisms.

requlrem
1 lmatters o

I trust that this 1s all clear and complete so far as any action
on my paxt is involved, but if I can be of any other assistdnce,
please do not hesit&te to call upon me.

Sincerely yours,

Hobert A. Kehoe, M. D.
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CHANGES IN THE REGULATIONS FOR THE SALE
AND DISTRIBUTION OF GASOLINE CONTAINING
TETRAETHYL, LEAD AS APPROVED FROM TIME TO

TIME UP TO JUNE, 1946




| CHANGES IN THE REGULATIONS PROPOSED FOR TETRAETHYL LEAD GASOLINE

In 1926 there were published, as part of Public Health Bulletin

No. 163, which contained the report of the committee on tetrazethyl lead
gasoline, four sets. of regulations which had been formulated in accordance
with the committee's . recommendations.  These were proposed for zdoption
by the several States in order to secure: unlformlhy‘of control, and were
the sub‘ec ideration at the meeting of the State and Territorial

] _the Sur eon Geneéral on Mey 25, 1926. The regula-
‘four series, as follows.

t;ons were

I Proposed regulations for the~manufactureiof tetraethyl
lead and the blending of the latter to make Ethyl Fluid.

II Proposed regulations for mixing.
III Proposed regulations for distribution of Ethyl gasoline.

IV Proposed regulations for automobile garages, repair
shops, service stations, and filling stations.

It was stated in the above-mentioned bulletin that the regulafi
tions thus published were based on the conditions and knowledge then
existent, and that changes might be advisable from time to time.

The results of years of experience have fully justified the
recommendations of the committee with respect to the foregoing measures
of control. However, that regulation in Series III which had to do with warning
signs on the pumps, left much to be desired in uniformity, effectiveness,
and practicability, as motor fuels and eqpipment employed in dispensing
them underwent change. Moreover, it appeared: wise, in view of the general
avallabllity of gasoline containing tetraethyl lead, to czll the attention
of consumers in the simplest and most striking manner, to the faet that
such gasoline contains tetraethyl lead and that it is designed for use
only as a motor fuel., By such means it was intended that motor fuel
containing tetraethyl lead would come to be differentiated in the public
mind from gasollne and other petroleum products adapted to other uses,
and sc would not be misused. In accordance with this viewpoint, the
approval of the Surgeon General was given in November, 1928, February 1933,
March 1935, and June 1946, to certain changes in the wording and the manner
of employment of warning signs on gasoline pumps and other containers.
These changes have resulted in the replacement of Series III referred to
above, with the following regulationss

l. Each filling station shall keep prominently displayed on each
pump which delivers motor fuel containing tetraethyl lead a
sign or signs, composed of enameled metal or of material of
equivalent durability, inscribed in prominent heavy gothic
capital letters, black on white background, with one or the
other of the following statements arranged as showns
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CONTAINS
LEAD For use as a
(Tetraethyl) and motor fuel only
is to be used as CONTAINS
motor fuel onlys LEAD
No‘b f

¢cleaning : (Tetraethyl)
or any other use. :
Avoid spilling.

The printed matter on edbher -ef£ these signs, not count-

ing the enclosing bogrder, should measure.approximately

7 'inches wide by 8-1/2 inches high~£op—%he~£i¥e%—sign;-um T cast 1) adirC ald
7 inches wide by 6 inches high for-the—seeond-sighe .« % o - 44, o
Such a sign shall be located on any side (front, back

or either laterzal surface) of each pump, at such height

(between 4 and 5 feet above ground level, when the design

of the pump will permit), and in such position (free of

intervening structures or equipment) as to be most easily

observed. Island pumps will require a sign on front and

back, or on both loteral surfaces, while pumps approached g

£55a~but one side amx. from either direction will require

one 31gn on the front, or one on each lateral surface.

2. Gontalners of gasoline containing tetraethyl lead sold to
customers shall bear cne or the other of the following
labels (as a sticker or decalcomsnia) in such a position
as to be plainly legible when the container is opened.

caj ‘ [ &)
CONTAINS ’

LEAD X For use as a
(Tetraethyl) and motor fuel only
is to be used as CONTAINS
motor fuel only, -LEAD
Not for cleaning . (Tetraethyl)

or any other use.
Avoid spilling.
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