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‘Thousands of chickens killed
_after tainied feed is found

! WASHINGTON (AP) — Thousands of
chickens hi\: beon do;myed and tnany
more may be becouse fur the lisst yuar
Ralston Szunnn Co. su«hs(diuﬁ"’ﬁ}'ﬁ%

“UBTAUINAY ContamnIRe Ish  mea)
which was fed to the chickens, the Food
and Drug Administeation said Wednes.

8y,

The feed was contaminated by po-
fychlprinated biphenyls (PCUS) during a
warehou: [f 2 yu.

i, $4id Leancy Glick, 8 spokesmun for
the FDA, But the FDA learned of it only
vecently.

SHE SAID THE contaminated fish
meal may have beer mixed in swina or
other animal feeds in addition to poultry
feed, and tha FDA does not yet know it
any pet food (s involved,

" Most of the contaminated feed ap-
pears (o have been shipped to Texas,
although at least some hns turned up in
10aho and Arkansas, she sald.
: “We don't know how many chickens
or epgs were sold before it was disco-
vered,” she sald, “We know several
hundred thousand chickens containing
excessive PCB fevels have iad to be
. desteoyed, and efgs from d
laying hons are baing destroyed daily.”
PCDS ARE HIGHLY stable chemi.
tals thal were used extensively for
many years in insulators and other elec.
trical cquipment, As & result of thelr
heavy industrial use, they have become

(hat get into the food chiein and turn up
in the [a¢ tissues of many animals, espo-
islly fish,

+ Consumption of large dosos by hu-
roans ¢an couse acne-like skin erup.
tlons, darkening of the skin and aalls,
excessiva discharge from the eyes and
swelling of the eyclids, the FDA spokess
man sald. But such symptoms

fiot be expericnced by people who
consumed the contaminants in the g
titios found o poultry and eggs so far,
shosaid,

4 The FDA says [l i3 impossible to
climinate ¥CB3 from all foods decause
they occur throughout the environment,
but'it has set maximum tolerance levels
At various points in the food chain..

H
1 FINISHED ANIMAL fecd moy mot:
<confaln more than 0.2 parts per million
of the contaminant, while animal feed

components may contain up (o 2 parts

. pet million,
. FDA investigators sald anslysis of

some of the {eed showed levels upto 82

parts per million, more than 30 times the
perreissible level,
YDA Investigators tearned {rom .
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BY TRACING THE various ingredie
ents of the pouitry feed given to the
chickens, FD.A investigators were able
l:; pinpoint the source of the contamina.
ton.

They said that during the warehouse
fire m Ancil 1977, two elscerical trans-
TS CRpILY
of cooli.nt made with PCHs over 400 tons
of 1ona meal stored in bags in the ware-

house,

The FDA said the meal was manufac.
tured by the Van Camp Division of Na-
tons} Packing Co., a subsidiary of the
St. Louis-basecy Raision Purina.

(A apokesmian for Ralston Purina told
The Globe.Damocrat that the lish meal
in question “*has all been destroyed or
withdrawn from the market, None of the
fish meal was used In Purina chow
animai leeds."

(The spokesman sald that as soon a5 '

the company became aware of the PCB
contamination In eariy February, “it
voluntacily aotified FDA and USDA
{U.S. Department of Agriculture) and
began procedures 10 locate and dispose
of the affected lisk meal.

("*Corrective measures were immedt.
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New leads keep
investigation going
in deputy’s slaying

An Investigation into the shooling
death of Jefferson County sherilf's Depy-
ty Tetry T. O'Connell has been extemied
because of new leads in the case, Arold,

‘Mo, Police Maj. Robert York, who is
heading the Major Cuse Squad Inquiry,
sald Wednesday.

“'We've gatten more lends, and Jt's
necessary that we check them out,'*
York said. The investigation has extend.
ed beyond Jelferson County with some

- leads aow 1o be examined in S1. Charles
and North St. Louis County, ho suld.

This is the second extension of the
investigation,

©O'Connell, 32, a policeman for 10
years, was shot and killed April $ by &
man he stopped for speeding on Hiighway
X near Cedar Hill in Jelfeeson County.

Two composite sketehes have been
released of a suspect in sunglasses and
without them. York said witnesses werg
nhle (0 place the suspect at the scene
wearing suaglasses ny he drove away,
but another wilners siaw him without the
sunglasses later driving a sinflar car.
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