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" Insfituts of Occupational and
Environmentsl Health (JAMA):

QUEBEC ASBESTDS MINING ASSOCIATION

SPECIAL WINTER MEETING - GRAND BAHAMA HDTEL & COUNTRY CLUB
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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE

QUEBEC ASBESTUS MINING ASSOCIATION

TO BE HELD, THURSDAY, MARCH 28, 1968,
AT 9.30 a.m., IN THE CRAND BAHAMA HGTEL & COUNTRY CLU8

-

AGENDA
PARCH 2B, 1968

1. Minutes of the Meeting of January 15, 1968.

2. Committes Rsports:

b)Uniform Classification and Grading .
c)Industrial Relations -~ Resolutions re Transfer of ownership of
/ .

a}?echnical - Copant progosition'raéprinting of "Chrysotile" on bags
fMine Rescue sguipment.

e)lLegislation and Taxation

f}Public Relations

g)bust Abatement

3. New Business:
Amendament to By-Law No.7 goverring Q.A.M.A, Pension Plzn.
CIm Annual Meeting, April 21-24, Vancouver, B.L.- Contribution.
‘Provinciel Mining Association Meeting, April 21.

4. Comments on General Business Conditions.

S, Revised dates and location of 1968 rsgular meetings,

6, Adjourament,

RARCH 29, 1968

1. Dccupational and Environzmental Health Commitise,
« Review of situation and work in progress. X

. ".2. Adjournment. - . IR
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MINUTES-GF THE 104 MEETING
AND OF THE '1968 ANNUAL MEETING
DF THE QUEBEC ASBESTDS MINING ASSDCIATION

HELD ‘ON MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 1968,
AT THE CHATEAU FRONTENAC, GUEBEC.

Presant:

Messrs. M,J. Messel P.A. Meyer " J.R.M, Hutcheson
R.S. Coleman W.W, Oughtred ~ D. Poirier
K.V. Lindell F.P., Smith - . -Geo. Robinson
‘J.AJMain  F, Bolduc . 1. Sabourin
R.J. Merrill 1.0, Eby - P.A, Filteau

Messrs. R. Dodds~Hebron, W.H, Foster, I.C. Campbell and P.H.
Riordon were accidertally prevented from attending the meeting;
the first two joined‘thé group for luncheon. '
Mr, Michael J. Messel was in the chair, It was pointed out that
the name of Mr. J.A, Main had been left out in the minutes of the
mesting of November 13th, 1567, and it wes also requested that
the deteiled budget of the Association for 1968 be added to szid
minutes. Foilowing these corrections, a motion té approve ths
minutes of November 13th, 1567, was adopted., -

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMITTCE

The Chairman reported that the automatic dust counter had bean

‘recaived and-that ths engineer was procesding with ths corollation
..of the instrument against present method. The new unit can count
uuf,hélf (i).micron barticles-as'opposad to one (1) micron with the
" presgnt inatrument. The sngineer will maks regular visits to all
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It is proposed to purchase a8 pclarpid canera to take photos of
special situations (gaod or bad) in plants; such photos wil;
reguire management clearance before they can be released, )

Activity of a8 new labour union within the Asbestos Industry has
somewhet subsided following reguest for certification and subse-
quent visit of government inspector. Negotistions of the new
labour sgreement are about to begin with tws member-companies.

Mining Fund - Meetings have been held with the Q.M.M.A. and
Or. G. Letendrs to-review the findings of the latter as to policies
and practices épg;ied in other provinces and other countries con-
cerning mine closures or curtailement of ‘operations and bengfits
granted employees affscted. The review also coverec policies
of provincial and federzl governments in the reclassification of
workers. Mr, Letendre will ®oon be in a position to submit a2

. braliminary report and ‘recommendations to our tiwo (2) Associations.

At a subsequent meeting with the Deputy Minister of Labour, fr.
Donat Quimper and two of his assistants it was revealed that the
government was contemplating for the moment to require that a 6

manths notice be givan in the case of shut-down of mining opsra-
tions because of ore exhaustion,

No action, however, will be taken by the Minister of Labour pending
the submission of our Association on the guestion of a Mining Fund,

Mine Rescus Station Expenses for 1968 -

::“?h:sbl§bd that’ the allocation of costs of the Thetford mznes aescue

“l'Station duting 1968 ba calculated on tho following basia:

-

At
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‘Thetford Mines Rescuye Stations

8) Building and Eguipment (Capital cost, rent, maintenance, stc.)

QMMAPA (Solbec & Cupra) 162 men 33%

gama 33 men _67%

L 493 men 100%
b} Superintendent's Salarys

GMMAPA {South Shore) - 542 men . 62%

CGAMA . . v 331 men 38%

) 873 men  100%

c) Superintendent's Travel Expansas ;'.
To Casps, Solbec; Cugra, New Calumet and Oka:
QMMAPA ' 200%
QAMA nil

General Superintendent (Mine Rescue Training Plan)

- - o o s > ey D -

Salary and Travel Expenses:

QMMARA 4959 men 94%
QAMA 321 men 5%
5290 men  100%

ADOPTED,

A proposed resolution in connection with the transfer of the mine
rescus buildings and equipment of Thetford Mines to the Department
.of Natural Resources was tablsd, but its sdoption was deferred till ' .
. next meeting pending a letter from Asbestos Corporation Limited “V :ﬂ,
':lgrlnting-tha'rights'o? occupation on Lot No. 25-126 to Q,A.M.A, § .-
- seid:latter to be attached to the proposesd rssclution in favor of ;: ...

|
“the .Department of Natural.Resourcas, -
.," ;/‘
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A letter from the President of the G.M.M,A. to the Minister of
Labour concerning amendments to the labour code was tabled, It
was agreed that the 0.A.M.A. would support the stand of Q.M.M A,
and would join in making representations at the appropriate time.

LEGISLATION AND TAXATION COMMIVTEE

It was pointed out that the passing of the recent mini-budgst by
the Federsl Minister of Finance calls for an increase in personal
income tax. As to the federal corporation tax, a plan on 2 " pay

as you go basis " is being suggestsed.

"INSTITUTE OF OCCUPATIONAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH

== @
'g X
.*‘t.v* ————

1!} .hopad that.the.rasults of.ths discusaions. and exhenges. will. quide_the.

Budaet - A meeting of the executive committee was held on January
14 with respect to the budget of the Institute left opened at the
lest meet;ng; it was proposed that an amount of $25@,000.00 for
1968 be approved,

ADGPTED.

Antiqus figeting - Most doctors attending the Lonfersnce were
favorably impressed, specizally those who participated for ths first
time. As a result of a well prepared program the speakers had ex-
cellant presentations, One doctor (Dr.Selikoff) abjected that too
much time had besn wasted on the discussion of carcinogenesis,
whereas more time should have been devoted to ths problem of occupa-
tional and snvironmental expcsure (community at large) not in the
vicinity of an asbestos plant but resulting from the uss of asbestos
products. 0On the whole, 2 valuable .relationship, according to the
" chairman has bsen echisved with the doctors. Ths ocutcome of the
Antigua Conference will not be known until ssveral months. It is

s=igntific commiitee 2and advise the Lndustry on a program for the
immsdiats futurs.
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1t was mentioned that Johns-Manville was sponsoring research pro-

jects on its own, with Dr. George W. Wright as a medical consultant
to the President of the Company. This move should accelsrate in-
terast among U.S. Asbestos Producers and Manufacturers, thus relie-
ving Q.A.M.A. from providing assistance to various projects. Johns-
Manville has =lso praspared a "pgsition paper" on asbastos and health,
specially designed to answer questions of customers to sales per-
sonel. A cooy to be sent to all Directors.

QUST ABATEMENT COmMMITTEE

The Chairman tabled a detailed rsport on the activities of his com-
mittee, pointing to negative and positive results. "It reviews the
status of Dryer DQE% Collection Projects, Wet Colleétion Systens,
Cloth Collector Installation pressntly under study at Lake Asbestos,
fluebec, Electrostatic Precipitation Method to be investigsted by

Asbestos Corporation and the Rotoclone Wet Dust Colleczter being

tested at Johns-Manville. The Committee has also agreed to inves-
tigate the problems associated with dust generated from the handling
ehd stacking of tailings.

ASTM D-30 Sub-Committee 111 ~ 7th Copant Meeting - A report has

besn sent by Mr. Hutcheson to all membsr-companies. fr., Hutcheson

was alone to regresent U.S.A. at this meeting and had to be vigi-~
lant,

tir., Hutcheson was successful: _ .
a) In having 21l other fibres excluded but chrysotile, crocidalite
and amosite, for use in asbestos~cemsnt products;

b) In Baving the word “dust™ replaced by the word "finaes”;

c) In heading off an attempt to set a maximum limit of fifty percent
(50%) fines by Bauer-McNett; '

z"“ﬂ!’ Td) 'In objedting that tHe measursment of mechanical strength be péff

formed by @ msthed irn the Manusl epplicable gnly in the Textiles In-
dustry.
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The U.S5.A. delegation had tc register & negative vote for the
FPirst time concerning the compulsory printing of the word “chrysotile"

on fibre bags.

The next meeting will be held in Santiago, Chili, Sepiamber\23rd-
28th, 1968, 1t is moved that Mr. Hutcheson continue to represent
G.A.M. AR, and that action be taken to have larger representation
from the U.S.A,

‘ADOPTED.

VISIT OF RUSSIAN MISSION

‘A letter was received from Mr., H.M. Woodrooffe of the Department of
Energy, Mines angﬂﬁesources, proposing a return visit of a Russian
delegation to the. Canadian Asbestos Industry during the weeks of

._February the 12th and 19th. (The schedule was later moved back

tg the weaks of February 19th and 26th), The group would include
6 enginsers and 1 interpreter.

There was no obJectxon on the pert of member-companies except as

to the wish expressed by the Russxan delegatxon to visit Advocate
Mines and Cassiar; it was felt that at this time ot the year weather
conditions could disrupt the program of the visit. Mr. Woodrooffe
and the Ganeral Manager to prepare an itinerary actordingly.

Visit of the Minister of Natural Resﬁurces ~ The itinerary of a visit
of Hon., Paul Allard and party scheculed for January 23rd and 24th wes
reviewed brisfly. Although the program is very tight i1t wes hoped
that the timetable could be adhered to.

DATE_AND LOCATION OF FUTURE MEETINGS

it was. propesad to hold the next Summer {or Fall) Heeting at.the

_-Saigniory. Clud from September .19th-to.22nd 1968, -and the-1989 m1nter
Neeting i~ Serrude Aoril Stn to 12tn, 1989,

ADOPTED.
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It was agreed to hold the next regular mestings con May 27, July
29, November 25, in Quebec Clty, ‘

It was also moved and adopted that the salary of the General
Manager be increased $100.00 per month.

At this point, the regular meeting was adjourned and was immediately'
followed by the Annual Mesting of the Association,

ADDENDA

The following comdittees reports (4) would have besn submitted, had
.not the Chairmsn of the respective committees been accidentally pre-
L vanted from doing so. ;

ot , i o Q. :‘."l‘: Lt Gl ;.; . 1 4
MO N MRS B BANV-I0 I Pl § 0 913060 HI0RY UYLt 4% e Rrraetnnet NotSWNIA L ) S

TECHNICAL CommITTEE

a) Submission for approval by the Directors of a scheduls of Tates
* for a.a.m.h. drawings associated with testing procedures for
chrysotile fibre under tests Al, 83, D1, D?, £1, and F2, in

the manual,
b) The text of the oil penetration testing procedure to be sub-
mitted for the directors' spprovel at next mesting.

e o e oA I iR S D)

c) derk of sub-committees pregressing normally.

UNIFORM CLASSIFICATION AND GRADING COMMITTEE

DALY CaNSE 2 PRI

. The Chairman Iintendsd to report ss follows:-

7;,0)‘D§taaa.method of msasuring length - the Sherbrooke Lebd. Director -
- has visitcd Ottewa end gone over procedurs. Girls fcr ‘counting could 5
i be hired st 345 00 per week .and this haa been cloarad with the Uni-_'~-j.
V veraity Technicien‘s Union.- -

- - - A
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‘b) An increase for the Fibre Inspector from $719.00 per month

to 754,00 per month, effective Jan, 1, 1968, is requested. This

coincides with 1962 Budget and with salary increases by Asbestos
Lorporaticn Limited. To be submitted for Directors'! approval at
next meeting.

c) The Senior Sherbrooke Lab. Technician is leaving .January 24.
The Director is looking for another junior technician.’

d) Random 0.S. production sampling will be carr;ed put in

January and February..
. -

TRAFFIC

Meetings with the three(3) major confererces, namely the {anada-
U.X. Canference, the Canadian Continental Conference 2nd Lanacs-
Austraslia-New Zealand Conference were scheduled for the week of
January 24. A mseting of the Traffic Committee to be held prior
to discuscsions with raaraaur atives of the stipping Tonferences,

pUBLIC RELATIONS

@

A mesting of the Committee was held on December the 12th to con-

sider two proposals:

a) Participation in 8 publicity program spoascred by the Provine
ciel Chamber of Commerce.

vth) A reviaw of the budget estimates with respect to the "hsbestos
-:?roducer“ - in an sttempt to achieve certain savings, either by
‘.Chnnging the format, producing it all in french and possibly rg-
"ducing the number of issues, A report by the P.R, Counsel wes

Ttabled st the Meeting. This report inciceted that savings in the

ampunt af 3%,003.C2 were possinle,
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Accordingly, it was to be the recommendation of the Comzittee that
a contribution of $4,000.00 be made by the Association towards

the Provincial Chamber aof Commerce Publicity Program, provided
this smount could be absorbed by the P.R. budget, as approved

at the meeting of November 13th. 1In the 2bsence of the Chzirman,
such 2 proposal was made by the General Manager and adosted by
the Directors at the meeting.

Furthermore, at luncheon meeting on January 12th with rearesen-
tetives of the G@.M.M.A. and Chamber of Commerce, certain details,
such as consultation as to topics, speaksrs and.time of broadcasts

were ironed out, : : .

- T T D " A A -

1953 ANRUAL REETING

OF THE .

QUEREC ASBESTOS MIMTING ASSOCIATION

In bringing the meeting to order, the President called on the
Chairman of the Nominating Committee.

Election of Officers for 1968 ~ The report of the Nominating
Committee proposed the following slate of Officers and Commiitee .
Chairmen for 1968:

QFFI1CERS AND DIRECTORS

o

'Mr. W.W, Cugntred Presidant _ i _. __ L
Mr. K.V, Lindell Vice-President AR
mr. R.S. Coleman _ ) Oirector

o Mr._J.A. Medn Director.
Mr. R.J. Merrill 4 Dirsctor - n

e e R e WA T e
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- i Mr. M.J, Messel Directnr
i Mr. P.A. fMeyer A Director
N 3 . Mz, F,p, Smith .Director s
: fMr., Jvan Sabourin General Counsel
Mmr. George Robinson Treasurer
Mr., Paul-A, filteau Ceneral Menager & Secretary
COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
ﬁr. R. Dodds-Hebron Technical Committee
.Mr. H.W, Foster : " Uniform Classification and
i ) . -+ Grading -Committee
- : ‘ .
Mr. 1.C. Campbell Public Relations Committee
fir. I.C, Campbell Traffic Committee
Mr. J.0. Eby . . Industrial Relations Committee
fer, -M,J. Messel Legislation and Texatien Committes
Mr. K.V. Lindell , Occunational 2nd Environmental
Health Committee
mr. J.R.Mm., Hutcheson ’ Dust Abatemant Committee
ADOPTED.

It was also proppsed that the present members of the Executive
Committee of the Institute of Occupational and Environmental Health
remain in office for an other year.

ADOPTED,

1t was moved that the same firm of Riddeil, Steed, Greham and Hutchison .
_ be epcointed as zuditcrs for 1960. ; ' o

ADORTED.

'oo/ll
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CUEBEC ASBESTOS MIMING ASSOCIATION

SPECIAL WINTER MEETING - GCRAND BAHAMA HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

MARCH 27-30, 1968

TECHNICAL COMWITTEE REPORT

Since the last report on the activities of this committee was
made tg the Directors, two meetings have been held.

The first point for your attention is the Penetration Index Test

-which has been_three years in development. A measure of the

amenability of a sample of asbestos fibre to ebsorb oil is wmea-~
sured by this procedure by the ease of a ball to descend through

. 8 mixture of o0il and Fibre. As Chairman I recommend the adoption

.z’f
' grawings of apperatus, developed by 0.A.M.A. member companies,

of this test.

A reguest by the Directors was received for a scale of rater for

Although the gcale is modest, it is understood this covers the
expenses of our Quebec Office. No recommendation can be offered
on this scale as divergent viewe were expressed by the committze.

= See Appendix attached.

When the sampling procedure was tried by z2ll perties(vendor ard
buyer) it was found inconvenient. A large pile of bags in sto-
rage could not be sampled without moving a2ll the bags at an
expense, To cover this condition a lees rigorous method has
been added to the procedure. There is however emphasis that
for referee purpeses, the original procedure be used.

This Committee wishes to suggest the sdditional method stay with
the 3.A.M.A, and not go to A.E.T.,M. or other associations.

fhé Technical Committee is enjoying the co-eperstion of ell . .

- B.A.M.A. member compenies and hence is able to continus ths full
" program in progress on tha part of the Sub~Committseswhich zre- - .

ten (10) at this time,

R. Dodds-Hsbron,
Chairman,
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ADPENDIX
i »
; SUGGESTED RATE SCHEDULE
‘ Q.A.M.A, DRAWINGS ASSOCIATED WITH
*TESTING PROCEDURES FOR CHRYSOTILE FIBRE"
!
. 3 Charge Charge
: TEST: A-1 Dwo. No, Cast Ind. Dwas for Set
: :1 . 8 Sampling & Preparation A-1l-1 $ .60 81.001 .
S ' A-1-2 - .60 1.00
S A-1-3 . .40 1.00
4 A-1-4 .60 1.00
SETE  —— —_—
,  ¢5 $2.20 $4.00 $3.50
R TEST: 2-3 . . . ' \
4 ARir Classification =~ B-=3-1 $ .40 $1.00
- 3 : B-3-2° .15 : .58
o B-3-3 .15 .50
i : $ .70 $2.00 $1.50
lg TEST: D-1 B n R
B Wet Volume D-1-1 $ .60 ° $1.00
3 D-1-2 .15 . .50
v 3 D-1-3 .15 - .50
{;F D-1-4 .15 .. +50
L D-1-5 s .50
0-1-6 W15 .50
D-1-7 .40 1.00
D-1-8 .40 1.00
) 0-1-9 40 . . 1,00
D-1-10 740 1.00
. $2.95 $7.50 $7.00
L . .
; . TEST: D=7
‘x j . .AFx_‘eannaa - D-7-1 - $.15 . $.50 . . - $.50
1 g S
] . 7 . .. . - o, . - L
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QAMA Drawings

',‘ - ,i i’ ‘Suggested Rate Schedule

JEST: E-1

Crudy Content

TEST: F.2

Fibre Strength
Unit Test

Dwg. No,

E-1-1
£-1-2
£-1-3
£-1-4
£-1-5

E-1-6

Fm2-1
Fe2-2
Fa2-3
F-2-4
F-2-5
Fe2-6
Fa2-7
F-2-8
F-2-9
F-2-10
F-2-11
F-2-12
F-2-13
Fe2-14
F-2-15

for Testino Procedures for Chrysotile Fibre

Cost

$ .40
+40
.15
.15
.15
.15

$l.40

"$ .50

«50
«30
«25
«25
«25
«25
’025
-850
.50
.50
-+ 25

+15
.15
.15

$4.95

PR SR

o,

Charge
Ind. Duwas.

Charge
for Set

$1.00
1.00
.50
.50
.50

.50

'$4.00

$10.50

$3.50

-810.00
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QUEBEC ASBESTOS MINING ASSOCIATION

SPECIAL WINTER MEETING - GRAND BAHAMA HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

MARCH 27-30,1968

REPORT OF THE UNIFORM CLASSIFICATION & GRADING COMMITTEE

Sherbrooke iaboratory

1.0 The senior lab. technician (R. Nadeau) left for other
employment on Janusry 24th, This left the lab. with
only three technicians. A temporary employes is being
hired until a school graduate, of suitable qualifications,
can be found.

1.1. The Committee, at a meeting on M&rch 7th, authorized
the purchase of a T.& N. Rapid Surface Area Tester.

" 1.2 The purchase of equipment to carry out measuring of
fibre length and diameters, using the method developed
by the Department of Mines, will be complated by April 1lst,
Cost of equipment will be $1,740. Mr. Winer has sent
details of procedure and we will soon have his initial
proposed test program. Two girls will be required to
carry cut the counting and measuring.

1.3 At this Committee's request the lab.-has investigated
and reported an an evaluation of the F.S.U. of
anthoohyllite, The results confirmed that antho-
phyllite did not give unrealistically high values but
Just the contrary. Members have a copy of thy report.

Fibre Inspector

2.1 Rendom Q.5. semples were collectsd on 13 visits to
various companies’ plants i{n January. Results will
be reported by Sherbrooks in farch. C

2.2 Some misunderstandings in regards to Q.S. Sempling
wera ssttled at a Committes mesting on March 7.

-

These werss .=

‘ ..../2
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{=) Experimentalhgredes are to be sampled with ths
understanding that only a Q.S, test is to be
performed.

(b} Only J.M, 47-30 is to be hand pressed three
times befors conditioning, es narmal, in the
Asbestos Fibre Conditicnsr.

The need for reporting individual grades and tonnages
of 7 Group fitres, on the “Monthly Shipping Report”
mede by all companies eesch month, was 2pain discussed

;o on March 7th.. As, apparently, the request was spproved by
Q.A.A.A, Dirsctors {in 1958}, the past minutes are being

investigated,

The reporting and testing of fibres containing additives
was again discussed at a Committee meeting but & decision
was not forthcoming, Oiscussjion will continue,

W.H. Foster,
Chairman,
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QUEBEC ASRESTOS MINING ASSOCIATION

SBECIAL WINTER MEETING - GRAND BAHAMA HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

MARCH 27-30, 1968

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT

A meeting of the Committee was hsld on March 15. The report on
Bausch and Lomb Dust Counter comparison tests was

.. Teviewed. Ihe November correlation tests wsre excellent,

" “however the January tests show very poor results. The machine

. .has been returned for s check-up to the manufacturer. It may

be that cold and humidity affect the results., However, the
engineer is very hopeful that the instrument will greatly assist
in dust evaluations. Copy of report has been sant to all companies.

The noise surveys are continuing and the engineer is encouraged
by the corrective steps. He suggests that we take further
. action on high fregquency noises. .

I propose an increase in salary for our engineer. Present
salary $800/mo. Sept. 1966. Suggest $850/mo. as of May 1, <
1968. This is included in the budget.

Hall and Henshaw havas proposed a safety engineer - a Mr, furray,.
However the cost if $16,400. versus a budget of $12,468.. There
is some doubt that he will fill the gualifications. 1 suggest
we look futther,

Workmen's Compensation rates were distributed by G. Robinson
on March 14/68. You will be pleased to note thet our mutual has
dropped from 80f¢ to 4C0F and changed from a deficit to a surplus
;. . of $262,000, P, Filtsau and Chairman will visit Workmen's
.. .. Compensation for further information. We are in a much bettesr
. position, and possibly the mutual should be rsduced next ysar.
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A copy of the progress report given by Dr. Letendre at
the Joint Meeting of the OMMA and 0QAMA on the subject
of a "Provincial Minind Fund" has been forwarded to all
members. It is encouraging. He considers the fedsral
regulations cover all angles except severance pay. FRe-
presentatives attended three meetings with the Q.M.Mm.A.

on this subject.

mr. Filteau reported on the suggestion of G.M.M.A. as to

-the possibility of an employer's group in Class S for

W.C.C. submissions. There is some merit in this suggestion.
Dstails have been forwarded to members.

Labor negotistions at lacations.coﬁcérnad are progreasiﬁg

somewhat slowly. .

. .
LA

J.0. Eby,
Chairman.
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MARCH 27-30,1968

TRAFFIC COMMITTEE REPORT

OCEAN RATES

The Traffic Committae has been very active in the past
few months sndeavouring to settle rates for the ocean
carriage of asbestos in the major trading areas for

the coming season and several meetings have taken placs.

Qur efforts have been complicated by the stevedoring
situation which exists at St. Lawrence River Ports wherse
there is currently no labour contract and the prospects
for a ressonable solution to this problem being found
before the opéning of navigation seem doubtful.

Feced with unpredictabie labour costs the lines ssrving
Canada ars suspanding service to the St. Lawrence until
the situetion is clarified and at the same time demanding
increases in rstes for the coming year which will com-
pensate them for the anticipated increase in loading and
unloading charces when a contract has been concluded,

As of the time of writing, increases had been negotiated

with the following conferences for the period April 1, 1968-
March 31, 1969:

(1) Caneds UK Conference - $1.25 plus emsrgency surchargs
if warranted;
(2) Cenada - Baltic Conference - as for U.K.;

(3) Canesds - Austrelis-New Zesland Conference - $1.75
plua emergency surcharge if warranted.
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Negotiations with the Canada Continental Conference
have been protracted and difficult and it sesms cdoubtful
whether any settlement can be reached with them for less
than $2.00 oer ton accompanied by some deteriarazticn in
§ervice, particularly to fFrance.

INLAND RATES

(1) The agreed charge rate to St. Lawrence River Ports
was due to expire on March 3lst, but by taking a
firm-stand we were successful in renewing the agree-

"ment for a period of one more year without any in-
crezse in the rate,

{(2) 1In anticipation of the shut down of Si. Lawrsnce
‘ River Ports and tha possibility of having to ship
out of East Atlantic ports, a reduction in the rail
rate of $2.10 per ton to Halifax and St. John hzs
been negotiated with bath the CNR ano PR on 2
.~ temporary emergency basis.

(3} The question of the establishment of 120,000 lb. rates
to Official Territory is being carried on our agenda,
until a comparable proposzl emanating from Canadian

: west coast origins has been approved at which time
it is felt our own proposal will have more prospect
of success.

1.€. Cemphell,
Lhairman, -
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QUEBEC ASBESTOS MINING ASSOCIATION

SPECTAL WINTER MEETING - CRAND BAHAMA HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUE

MARCH 27-303,1968

LEGISLATION AND TAXATION COMMITTEE REPORT

SUBMISSION re TAX ON DIESEL FUEL OIL

A maeting of the Joint CMMA-GAMA Tax Committee was called for
March 6, 1988, to review a proposed submission to the GQuebec
Government on Gasoline Tax Application on Diessl Fuel 0il con-
sumed in off-highway mining vehicles and equipment. The brief
tries to demonstrate that the Quebec Mining Industry is cer-
teinly one of the most hsavily affectsd with the present fuel
tax situation, where the full 22¢ rate apnlies to Diesel Dil
consumed by trucks, loesders, graders, shovels used in mining
operaticns. It applies also to other vehicles used exclusively
on.private rosds. for your information the amount paid in 1966
by the Quebec Asbestos Mining Companies as tax on Diesel 0il
consumed in the mines was mors than $1,250,000. and for the whole
Qusetac Mining Industry the figure was 32,345,000,

In the submission, it is pointed out that the Guebsc Mining
Industry contributes more than its fair share to the municipal,
school and provinciasl revenues. In zddition, the industry is
required to supoort community and public ssrvices which are nor-
melly provided by the public sector elsewhere, such as roads,
schools, hospitals, recrsation csnters, etc. Figures on tax dats
for the Quebec Mining Industry as a whole will be given in an Ap-
pendix attached to the submission,

NON~REIMBURSEMENT OF SALES TAX ON DIESEL OIL .
USED 1N PREPARATION OF LXDLU IVES, L

", .Representations were made to the Provincial Department of Revenue

.in this connection, pointing to ths fact that in rscent months no

paymants had been made against claims by mining companies to this

effect.. . Such sxemption had heretofors -been granted on fusl used —
as an ingrecient, as per Chapter 74 of ths RSQ 1964, The mdminis-

tralcr is to sdvise on decision taksn Ly the Department at an early

date.
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FEDCRAL BILL C-2C8 .

The 3% surcharoe on corporation profits as part of the federzl
Government's new tax measures was met with some dissatisfaction.
Coming at a time when company earnings are being subjected to
increasing pressures, the tax increase is unfortunate. The sur-
charoe comes into force on April 1. Starting in June, however,
corporations will receive one month's refund of the 5% cash flow
tax introduced in the Spring budget of 1966 and thereafter every
other month. :

Personal income tax surcharge will drop to 3% on April 1. The
extra 2% collected in January, February and March will be credited
as overpsyments and rsfumded whon taxpsyers complete thejir returns
next year. _— - '

PRICE AND WAGE FREEZE

In a recent statement before the House of Commons in QOttawa, the
Minister of finance, Honorzble M, Sharp, indicated that the Govern-
ment might be forced, as a means to combat inflation, to impose

a "ceiling"” on prices and salaries. It is not intended howsver,

in the words of the Minister, to freeze prices and wages by coer-
cive measures but rather through the asplication of rules, meesures
and sufficient pressure to incite moderation. Requests could t2
submitted to an “"arbitration board" whose decisions, however, tould
not necessarily be binding.

It will up to the next Prime Minister - the new Leader of the
liberal party to be clected at the coming &April convention - to
determine the advisability and probable success of such & formula
in a concerted effort to find a sclution to the .inflstionery trends
in the present economic context.

" michael J. Messel,
Cheirman,
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PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT | EDITAS
. RAPPORT SUR LES RELATIONS PUBLIQUES | miwmems o oroo?

. ) CONHDE""AL’CONﬂDENHFL TO: Quebec Asbestos Mining Association

March 15th, 1968

Public Relations )
climate Economic, political and sociological
conditions in Quebec Provirice are
creating new and unpredictable public
relations situations almost every
day. The asbestos mining industry is
inevitably affected by this constant
change and will find it increasingly
- - necessary to adapt its public rela-
— .tions policies to the challenges
E ' which will occur.

l. In Quebec, in spite of what one
reads in the English-language
press, the Separatist movement
is gaining ground., The adherence
of René lAvesque to an indepen-
dence policy has tended to make
the movement "respectable" and
other representatives of the
"political intelligentsia™ may
be expected to follow. Included
will be some of the "technocrats"”
who formed the civil service
advisers to Premier lesage and
who have remained - so far ~ in
2 similar capacity with the Union
Nationale.

At long last, opponents of Ssepara-
tism are becoming active in
Quebec and will be seeking heavy
support from industry. For obvious
reasons, the leaders of these new
movemsents will be French-speaking -
, , _ but their prime supporters are .
- . ' . : .English Canadians and U.S.-ownsd
. . . industries.

- '
- : . sesecesef
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Two such organizations are now
emerging under reasonably strong
auspices. The first is the
organization of Vigilantes which
claims to have some 40,000 members
and the seccnd 'is a cormittee
headed by Mayor Séguin of Pointe
Claire who has the support of
industries located in Pointe Claire
industrial park.

Concentrated drives for funds - and
what is in many ways more impor-
tant for all-out support, iacluding
membership of company executives

on boards, are soon to be launched
and the asbestos mining companies
will not be overlooked.

The industry's attitude, both
private and public, towards these
groups which are bound to be highly
controversial organizations should
be determined before a call is made
upon individual companies for com-
mitment. :

TLis is a suitable subject for
_consideraticn by the public rela-
tions committee of the Q.AM.A.
-with, it is suggested, a compre-
hensive report to individual man-

agements.

The second major preblem developing
is an economic one with inevitable
political overtones.

The immediate economic outlook in
Quebec is not a happy one. What-
ever the cause, there is a definite
slowdown and this is creating .large
.pockets of unemployment and will
inevitably lead to extensive labor
unrest. .o

Qo.o’occ.noo/




For a time, at least, every lay-off,
hewever small, will be regarded by
workers as another threat to wage
earners! security. Unions will be
especially alert tc poscible threats
of increased automation and will
insist, if necessary, upon additicnal
"make-work" measures.

-

There is little doubt, too, that tre

recent power-plays of rival unicns
in the Thetford Mines area have con-
tributed to a feeling of unrest,

of "change is in the air®™ on the
part of many rank-and-file members
and. their families.

While the influence of the federal
government in this area may be
slight - particularly if Quebec
widens even further its sovereignty
program - the industry must be aware
that should Pierre Elliot Trudeau

" be named liberal leader, and conse-

quently Prime Minister, Jean Marchard,
his principal backer, will occupy :

an extremely strong position in the

federal cabinet and the industry
will have difficulty in securing a
friendly hearing in Ottawa. o

In such a situation, Daniel Johnson
will also seek to improve his posi- -~
tion with Quebec labor « threatened

as that position will be by havang
Trudeau and Marchand in Ottawa - and
will not hesitate, when necessary,

to make the mining industry or any
other inductry pay the cost of his
efforts. .

It is unfortunate therefore thau
just at this time, when efforts

may be made to direct labor acti-
vities against the industry, a.play
based on the asbestos strike has
been published and circulated.

o"on,/
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Even though it ic available in
English only and has been the
subject of very mixed reviews

in the English-language press,
Chartonneau and the Chief is
nevertheless suited for amateur
stage or professional TV pro-
duction. It is possible that

b it could be adapted into French
S - for TV drama purposes. Should

P : it be the subject of a major
= : presentation on the French-

o : language TV network, the quantity
= . of factual inaccuracies and dis-
s tortions that it contains, its
gross oversimplication of the
issues involved and the con-
troversy surrounding its auchor,
who recently .resigned his orders,
could make the play a powerful
anti-industry instrument, even
though its prime targeps. are the
“political and Catholic Church s
establishments., - ‘

%
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It is also significant that after
2 lapse of six or eight years,
increasing references to the
asbestos strike are again appear-
ing on television and in the press.
While the strike is a legitimate
subject for historical treatment,
it is also recent enough to be
used by those who wish to put it
to inflammatory purposes.

This subject - the economic
situwation -~ too, is one about
wnich the public relations com-
mittee should te given company
and industry policies.

The toolis available To implement most effectively the
policies determined by the Q.A.M.A.
-executive, the public relations
committee has available -

0‘0-0‘0-0/
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The Asbestos Producer which is again
being improved in both appearance
and content to meet today's "propa-
ganda® requirements. It has been
the policy of the associlation's
public relations committee and its
professional counsel to maintain
The Producer as an information
medium which would be welcomed

and respected by asbestos workers.

To accomplish this, the publication
has been redesigned and its editor-
ial policies have been examined
and altered on several occasions
since it was first published in
1954. Comparing an issue of today
with one published fourteen years
ago, one would hardly realize that
it was the same publication.

Most of the changes have been
gradual ones. This year, we are
incorporating some improvements
vhich will be more apparent.
First; the paper was studied and
assessed by one of the foremost
newspaper designers in the country
- Professor Arthur Gladu, of the
Quebec Government Fine Art ‘Schools
in Montreal, who designred the daily
newspaper le Nouveau Journal when
it first appeared in Montreai 2
few yeers agc.

He found the inside pages lively,
alert, well designed and eye-
appealing and suggested no changes.
However, he was less content with
the front cover which he felt
lacked movement and reader interest.
He was consequently engaged to
redesign the cover; his new design
will appear for the first time on
the April issue.

.o-ootoooo/
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A second major change in the April
issue concerns a new and, we think,
more logical.method of news gather-
ing and presentation. Since by
far the greater number of readers
is Prench-speaking, copy for The
Producer is now gathered by a com-
petent and thoroughly experienced
French-language reporter and trans-
lated into English for the minority
group.

While this may not seem to be a
major change, it is likely to be
significant. More than just a
matter of language is concermed.
French reporters and editors have
a style and a manner of presenta-
tion quite unlike that used in the
English-language press. While,

_up to now, we have been gathering

and printing information in the
English manner and then adapting
this for French readers, the method
will now be reversed.

The Information Service established
for the industry and employed fre-
quently and with very good results
during the fifties and less fre-
quently since then is now being
reactivated.

Information from the industry is
well received by all the media as
has been often demonstrated. This
is true largely because we have
resisted the temptavion to dis-
tribute infofmation of nc signifi-
cance or with no news value.

Under today's conditions, however,
news of a Quebec resource industry
is of continuing interest. If ths
right kind of news is not supplied
through the industry's own infor-
mation facilities, the wrong kind
of news will inevitably flow from
other wources. . ‘/--
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3. Industry literature is now available
with copies of the new booklet "This
is Asbestos™ being distributed on
request to schools and universities,
litraries and trade associations
and to media, government represen-
tatives and c¢ivil servants throughout
the province. The reaction has been
uniformly good with the booklet being
accepted as a thoroughly modern por-
trayal of a thoroughly modern industry.

We also continue to receive requests
for copies cf the leaflet "Facts
about Asbestos™ and for "Asbestos
around the World™.

The association might consider if it
would not be a useful gesture to dis-
tribute among employees copies of

the booklet - accompanied by a letter
- possibly on the Asbestos Information
Bureau letterhead -~ contzining the
kind of message which would be most
valuable at this time.

4. Press visits at one time were a
© .. regular part of the public relations
program. They were dropped only
because it was felt that they were
no longer serving any ,useful pur-
pose because no fresh information
was availabpie. Now, however, there
has been a ccnsiderakle lapse of
zime since the last press visit and
it is possiblie that a substantial
interest could be arcused in the
asbestos mining industry as it is
today.
Finally, there is the medical research
program and the -possibilities that exist
there for important public relations
values for the industry. Here again,




preparedness is perhaps the immediate
concern. No such important program
can be carried on indefinitely with-
out public knowledge about it develop-
ing somewhere. When news about this
research project is available, it is
impertant that it emanate from the
industry, rather than from those
sources which might be antagonistic
to the industry or merely unconcerned
about the industry's relationship to
the medical program.

Once the initiative is lost in such a
situation it is seldom regained.
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QUEBEC ASBESTOS MINING ASSOCIATION

SPECIAL WINTER MEETING - CRAND BAHMAMA HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUS

-

MARCH 27-30,1968

DUST ABATEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

A complete report on the status of the several arsas of
investigaticen on dryer stack dust centrol was tabled on
January 1S5th, Progress since that report has been modest
but encouraging.

l. 7The stainless steel rotor has just recently been
installed in the Rotu-Clione 3Scrubber uncder test
at -CLJ-Mm. This type of rotor will, we believe,
eliminate, or at least reduce to a tolerate
level, the corrosion problems encountered with
the conventional mild steel rotor. A test
program is now well under way., Results may be
expected within a month at which time they will
be submitted for committee examination.

s

2. The cloth collector is being installed at C.J-M,
-with completion schedule? for May lst. A test
program will be immediately embarked upcn and the
results magde available for committes study.

3. The new drying unit being installed at C.J-M, will
) be equipped with gither the Rote-Clzne or the
Wnheelabrator dust collecting unit, deoending on
results of the current tests. The engineering facts
obtein=ad from this installation will be made availanle
to tha committee.

4. The Krebs cyclone for possible use in de-wmtering the
Roto-Clone slimes has been investigated. Unfoctunately,
the manufacturers consider the particle size of materials
in the slimes to be too finse for this application. They
cen not recommend their cyclone as & solution to this ‘
racovery problem, :
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The handling of slimes will now be studied on.the basis
of using thickners or filters, or a combination.

Progress has been made at Asbestos Corporation Limited
with their work on the electrostatic precipitation

A definite proposal for a 120,000 cfm plant
Efficiencies of separation of
97% are expected by the menufacturer with a possibility

method.
is under sericus study.

of a guarantee of 95% being given.

~
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Nothing further to report on the subject of tailings dust

cantrol at this time. .

J.R.M, Hutcheson,

Chairman,
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. ~QUEBEC ASBESTOS MINING ASSOCIATION . .
SPECIAL WINTER MEETING - CRAND BAHAMA HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB

: »
MAREH 27-30,1968
ADDENDUM FROM THE GENERAL MANAGER
B VISIT OF THE ASBESTOS INDUSTRY BY HONORABLE P, ALLARD
us " In spite of very tight scheduling, the tour of the Asbestos

Industry conducted for the new Provincial Minister of Natural

Rescurces, Hon. P. Allard, on January 23 and 24 last seems

. to have been quite successful. 1In his letter of thanks, Hon.

. : Allard stated that the visit had been of the utmost interest
- to him. In his comments during the return trin to Guebec, he

acknowledged in no uncertain terms the cordial courtesy exten-

ded by all during his brief trio. :

VISITOF RUSSIAN DELEGATION

This was inde¥d a detailed inspection of the asbestos operations
in Quebec and also 'in British Columbia. A great deal of appre-
ciation was expresssd by the members of the delegation for the
unrestricted and very special attention given during their visit.
Thanks to the assistance and coopsration of member company of-

- ficials, the briefings and meetings held at various points of
the progrem resulted in frank discussions and exchanges of infor-
mation no doubt mutually beneficial and well worthwhile.

DROQINCIAL ACCIDENT PREVENTION COMMISSION

The Provincizl Labour Deczrtment and the Workmen's Ceompensation

- Commission, as a result of renswed representations from the Steel- -
workers Union, are again building pressure on industry in favor
of 2 provincial eccident preavention commission., A meeting of
industrial accident orevention associations was called recently
by the Minister of Labour for the object of discussing the future
of said associations and the role of an eventual "Accident Preven-
tion Lommission™, 'a new Board which the Workmen's Compensation
proposes and wishes the Government to sstablish.
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The Minister declared that he intenrf~d tn bring domn o B8i11 in
the House during the next session {present one) which would call
for the establishing of an Accident Prevention Commissicn formed
of 12 members, 4 representing - the employees, 4 representing the
unions snd 4 indepsndent experts in safety or industrial hygiens. i
The prososed lagisletion to be submitted for perusal at e latsr
date. - . ' : : ’ )

____Numerous commants were sired by essccietion-representatibe§7;iﬁdi-
ceting their doubts as to the efficisnt psrformance of the proposed
bedy. Such would require the liquidatior of gsrasant safetly esso-
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ciations, resulting in the gradual abandonment of "educztion in
safety” among the employses, which is at present gne of the main
functions of safety associations.

The department claims that the regrouping of all insoection ser-
vices under one head, would eliminate duplication of investiga-~
tions, reports and time consuming discussions with employers, On
ths other hand, it was pointed out that the present quality of
Mine Inspection Services could be diluted as a result of integra-
tion with other groups of inspectors and their loss of contzct
with the Department of Natural Resources.

It was hoped that the arguments submitted may have scften the
position of the Department of Labour in respect to his avowed
wish to establish such a Commission. The latest news is that the
Government is going ahead with the project,

ASBESTOS IN ASPHALY PAVING

Following an article published in "Le Soleil", fQuebec City, which
stated that nothing was to be gained from the use cf asbastos in
asphalt paving, representations were made to the Deputy-Minister
of Roads and his assistant, since the informztion originated from

. the Roads Depzrtment Laboratory. It was admitted that the infor-
mation was unfounded, contradictory and bassdon hypothetical pro-
Jections. The Deputy-Minister agreed to review the matter with
the director of the Laboratory (absent on a diplomatic illness?)
and to make svre that the use of asvestos in asphalt paving be
further experimented and properly tested.

PUBLICITY PROGRAM - PROVINCIAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Meetings have been held to precare and sift very meticulously e
list of topics related tu the Mining Industry, which could be
presented as "spot messages" on Radio and T.V, in-the weekly
series of the publicity program of the Provincizl Chamber of Com-
merce. Once the formet is more or less agreed, the contents will
Be submitted for your perusal as confidential material, It seems
that the impact of present "spots" on the general public is pro-
ducing a favorable reaction,

BROCHURE ON CAREERS IN THE MININC INDUSTRY

-1n cooperation with the Mining Associstions and the Associatiﬁn of
Vocational Directors, the Department of Natural Resources is span-
sering the printing of a publication on careers and cpportunities




Al -

in the mining industry. Several meetings have been held so

. far and the materia2l is almost ready to go to the printers.
The brochure will be distributed in all high schools, secondary
and technical schools, as well as in engineering faculties of
universities of the Province of Quebec.

BILINCUALISHK

A guote from an address given at a recent seminar on "8ilingual
Communications in Industry" held in Montreal:

*To the french-Canadian, it is important for his own
nergenal futurs snd satisfaction to know English. It provides
“him with'a s€ooe the unilinguals do not have. The young English-
Canadian should, in his case, realize that he is surrounded by
French culture, and will be increasingly so. Aside from the
cbvious business adventages, a thorough knowledge of French
will allow him to live more fully in his own community.®

Paul A, Filteau,
Ceneral flanager.
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ASBESTOS _IN 1967

=i . Although Canada achisved many "firsts" in its Centen-

nial Yanr,it did not establish any new record in the produc-
tion of asbestos for the {anadian znd export markets., Based

lt - asbestos production tonnage in 1967 reflscts the general trend

svslopment &l large in U.5.A. and Wastern furops.

oo s nd
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During 1967, a2 lower demand for asbestos for use in
asbagstos~-cement products was apparent in the United Kingdom,
Germany and the United States. This situation was brought.
~about by generally slower business conditions and variocus
sconomic problems in the first two countries and "tight money"
in the U.S.

This decline is thought to be of a temporary nature
and industry officials forecast that the growth psttern of the
prst decade sbculd resume its upward trend in‘1968.

WORLD REVIEW

~Mother nature has bean most genarcus in prowiding
asbastcs :esaurcas: orsbodies sre found in s great many coun-.
trios and in = widse varisty of forms, thryaatila, homever,

on preliminary Tigures for the year, Canadan asbestos producticn
'in 1967 amounted to some 1,444,885 tons, as compared-to 1,491,916
tans in 1966, a drop of 47,000 tons. This slight dip in overall

in the international economic situstion and the levelling off of
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is the most abundant variety and constitutes 90F of the world's
asbestos productisn, It is the only type mined in Canada,

First commercial production in Canada was recorded in
1878 from the Johnson property in Thetford Minss, Province of
Quebec, with SO tons of fibre shipped. Production has been con-
tinuous from that year and today in Canade ten (10) companies
mine asbestos for an annual production of 1,444,885 tons in 1967
worth $165 million. B89% of the production comes from Quebec,
6.6 % from British Columbia and Yuken, and 4.4 % from Newfound-
land., Ontario will join the producing ranks in 1968 Qith Cana-
dian Johns-Manville operations in Reeves Township;‘ﬂntaric;
Cassiar's Clinton Cresk miné, Yukon Territory, began production
in Dscsmber 1587, ' A
_ ) Although Canada is generally known as the free world's
chief asbestos producer, Russiz has been for the last few ysears
the largest global producer. In 1966, the U.S5.S5.R. production of
esbestos wes actually 1,564,930 metric tons, "and recent exchanges
with officials of the Russian esbestos producing industry indica-
te that 1967 production may reach 1,832,000 metric tons. Some
confusion has ﬁevéioped in the reporting of Russian asbestos pro-
duction. This results from the fact that fiber grades production
figures and shorts production figures are listedunder separate
headings. However, a growing proportion of Russian production is
consumed within U.S.S.R. and the Scoviet bloc countries, as 2 re-
sult of a strong building hoom which &£z expected to last for se-
veral years,

Production of ashestos in the United Statea wms axpected

-to reech some 130,000 (?) tons in 1967, California being the lee-
- . 'ding producar, The main producers in the State of California were
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. Atlas fiineral torporation, Pacific Asbestos Corporation, Coalin-
.j , ga Asbestos Company Inc., and Union Carbide Corporation, Output
” of chrysotile asbestos in 1967 at the Lowell Mine, near Hyde Park,
Vermont, was to vary very little from 1966.

"17,:’:{ " Estimates for the other asbestos producing countries
in 1967 are 280,000 tons for the Republic of South Africa, 15C,000
tons for Rhodesia, 100,000 tons for Italy and 250,000 tons for
China, Japan and otherx In brief, world output of asbestos of
all types should reach approxlmately 4,300 million tons Ln 1967,
an increase of almost 4% over 1956
. - B
GROWING WORLD DEMAND

Asbestos usage did not decline in 211 countries in the
world in 1967 as compared to 1965. For example, Japan, India
and some of the European countries enjoyed }mproved gconamic
health or, received greater monetary assistance under "Aid"
plans, such that additional quantities of asbestos wers ordered.

In fact, asbestos consumption in the free World markets
is forecest to grow according to economists at an average of S¥% per
annum (in Japan only, an 8% increase in demand is predicted for
1968) for the next four years or to an estimatecd 2,950,000 tons in
1971. If Canada‘® share holds at 60%, this would mean that an ex-
pansion of 300,000 tons in Canadian asbestos production would be
raguirsd in the saily 1570's. #Freseat ore reserves ars considered
sufficient to meet such an increasing demand on Canadian operationa .
‘for the next 30 years and more. :
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It is significant that a number of the Communist Bioc

countries, such ss Poland, Rumania, Bulgaris and Yugoslavia
.. have been ordering greater quantities of Canadian fzbre, there~
‘ by indicating the inability of Russia to fulfill all their re-
e ﬁz. quirements, The considerable expansion of asbestos cement menu-
: facturing facilities in Russia is of sufficient proportions to ab-
sorb a major portion of Russian asbestos production for some years
in the future. However, it is knowr that the U.5.5.R. continues
to sell annually approximately 270,000 tons of ashestos to the
Common Market countries, the Scandinavian countries, India and

Japan.

‘ e
CANADIAN DEVELOPMENTS

. Well aware of the prospects forbthe future, Canada's
asbestos producers ars involved in expansion. A number of com-
panies are improving their mining and milling facilities through

" the introduction of mere productive equipmentAin the form of lar.
ger capecity trucks, sutomated processing control systems in the
@mill circuits, anc improved bereficiation, all of which are mainr
caprtal investments., As the industry's continuing expansion
depends on its atility to meet specific manufacturer needs, it is
heavily involved in research aimed at improving the quality of
fibres.

As previously mentioned, two new producers are presently

tuning-up for full scale production in 1968, Clintzn TIissh wine
of Cessiar Asbestos Corporacion has bsen geared for sn initial
producticn rate of 60,000 tons per year, and Rseves Mine -of Cena-

. qian.goqns-Manville is designed to cparate st a rate ‘of 25,000 ‘tons

(arﬂﬁatﬁ*
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per year. Meznwhilse this same company is engaged in a five-
year program of sxpansion of its Jeffray Mine, Asbestos, Prov.
of Quebec, which will ultimately provide for a further 100,000
tons of fibre per yesr.by 1970, This additional capacity puts
Canade in a very favorable position as a supplier of fibre to
the free world, :

Due to an escalation in costs, development by Asbestos
Corporation Limited of its Asbestos Hill project in Northern Que-
bec has been delayed. Clarification of the income tax struc-
ture in the light of the Carter Report on Federal Taxation, and
financing by the federal and provincial governments of non-produc~
tive facilities are important facto}s in defermining the future of
this. project which was originally scheduled to coms into produc-
tion by 1970 et an initial rate of 100,000 tons per year. Mean-
while, this cdmpany is sxpected to take full advantage of the
potential of its Thetford Mines operations. .

. The cost sguseze continues to plague‘gsbestos producers in
.Cenade. Very significent increases in taxes, wages, salaries, bags,
-explosives, maintenance materials over the past five years have

outpaced price increases or cost reduction measures. As a result,
certain asbestngs mining companies have znncunced 2 risg in Fibrs

prices averaging 2% on all grades of asbestos, sffective April 1,
13968,

FOREIGN DEVELOPMENTS

With the completion of Mill No.6 in 1968 at Asbiest, 90
miies 7from Sverglovsk, tne beginning of full scale operations in
1969 at Aktrovek, West of Lake Baikal and at Kiembi Kazakhastan,
the U.S5.8.R. is eiming 2t an.chjective of 2,200,000 matric tons

‘by 1870 as its annual production af asbestos fibre for domestic
nesds and axports,

Y
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Another major development is the new mill complex nearing
completion at Penge Asbestos Mins, Scuth Africa, operated by
Cape Asbestos Company Limited and designed to produce some
‘100,000 tons of the shorter grades of amosite per year,

In Italy, the Balangero Mine near Turin, as a reulst of
expanded mining and milling facilities in 1967, will be in a
position to produce more than 100,000 metric tons of ashestos
per year. Italy now ranks seventh among the asbestcs producing
countries in the werld.

One asbestos property not reported in.1966'hut discovered
‘prior tc thei_year is located in Brazil. It is to be placed in
" production by:the Pont-a-Mousson group from France. - The property
is located several hundred miles north of Brasilia and promises
to be a smell but sxgnlfxcant producer of asbestos cement grade
fibre,

Based on sxisting forecasis, ths Free Wewlc markst fer
asbestos should 1emain strong for ¢t least z decade. The effects
of the temporary decline in the U,5. market and Western Europe in
1987 have been partly offset by/the high rate of growth experien-
ced by the so-called developing countries, which have become in-
crezsingly more impsriant 2s consumeIs of asbestos, particulariy
asbestos cement grade fibres. This situation could be further
redicted fFar 1882 conctzuciicon

strannthened if ac sonstzustisn 2%

ths mutomotive industry in U.S.A. resume the upward trend which

. 'pravailed in the first half of this dacade. In.that country, .8 gain-
- “of 8% is predicted in the .construction industry.and the output in the -
sutemotive industry is sxpectsd to rise to 8.5 millien from 7. 4
"million in 1967, :

-
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4;, | 1968 looks promising for increased asbestos consumption

in the fFar East. 1n the Middle East, as 8 result of the conti-
nuing crisis between Egypt eand Israel, nc improvement is expec-
ted. In Europe a somewhat better market is forescast especially
in Germany, U.K., the Scandinavian and "“grey curtain® cobntries.
The market in “"the emerging" and Latin-American countries should
in the long term expand quite substantially. 1In general, the
upward demand far zsbestos-cement products in most countries of
the world is expectgd to continue and associzted with thigincrea-~

ée will be the consumption of asbestos fibre,

Presently; Canada exports aébestos fibre to mere than 80
-countries, This vast export market is expected to continue to
expand despite-intensified competition from non-mineral materials,
new products and new iechniques. 10 years ago Canadian mines ship-
ped $100 million worth of fitre; in 1967 asbestos shipments will
have soared to $§165 million, With rising standards of living and
large scale economic developments in many countries of the world,
Canada's asbestos mining industry faces a challenging future. In
meeting successfully such a challeng2, the Cznadizn Asbestos indus-
try will contribute to maintaining the leading pssition of Caneda's
mineral industry es third largest in ths werld, ranking immediate-
ly after that of U.S.A. and U.S5.S. R.

RESEARCH IN OCCUPATIONAL AND ENVIROMNMEINTAL MEALTH

Elimination of 2irborne dust and asbestos fibre particles
"ia a probler that the Canadian asbestos industry has seriously
studisd Ovei o numper of'years and has combatted with 2 conside-
reble amount of success, Because there {s universal use of ashes-
.tos products, and as ‘there are few aspects of medern life that do
‘not make use of asbsstos to some degree,.the'auebec Asbestos Mihing

Associztion establishsd an Institute ¢f Occupational and Environe

_,___a . _ mental.Health to conduct-or sponsor- research {nts7dll facéts of
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the production, manufacturing and use of asbestos and asbestos
products in relation to health.

- Arising from recent press publizity, sometimes i1l informed
and exaggerated,widespread concern has been expressed, suggesting
that the use of certain asbestos products might result in hazerds
to public health, such as lung cancer. These implications are
nzturally of great concern to the asbestos industry and it would
seem somewhat premature, to say the least, to accept theories of
this sort, when not corroborated by unegquivocal scientific eviden-
ce., ;

So far, in studies of asbesstes expoeure snd buaan health,
research has -not shown evidence of any risk to the generz2l public
from the use of finished asbestos products. There is no scienti-
fic evidence that anyaone has ever contracted any dissase from ex-
posure to products contaip@ng asbestos.

Scientific research to identify and reduce the hesalth risk
from asbestes dust exposure is being conducted in mz2ny places
throughout the world. The asbestos industry both sponsor such
research and cooperates in work being done by government agencies
and private medical investigators all over ths world,

In Canada, medical ressarch teams are presently carrying
out extensive epidemiological surveys of past and present amployees
of all asbestos mines in the Province of Quebec. Pracaeding =stu-
.dies have shown that the health situation at the canters of asbes-
tos production was 2s good as in other industrial towns of esgual
_Jpopulahion located in various parts of the Province.. It 1s.hnped

PogaIey. . At

ﬁ"tiz;‘ co _.that tha results of the present epidemxologlcal aurvey will subs-
=\ _F P . tantiate this fact. - R
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In cooperation and in conjunction with other agenciea;
the asbestos industry will continue to seek new information
about the biological effects of asbestos fiber and to develop
ways of assuring maximum possible protection from occupational
Hazards, for its employees in asbestos mines, mills and plants,

A NOTE OF gPTIMISM

Despite current underlying difficulties the industry is
confident that it has not reached its full potential as yst. B8y
keeping abreast of and contributing to technological deveslopments
in many countries, the Canadian asbestos producers firmly pelieue
that they arefﬁssociated with an sdaptable industry in é'dramati-
cally changing world, with a growing industry in a developing world
economy and with a dynamic industry in the increasingiy automated
world of today and tomorrow,

Paul A, Filtezu,
Genersl Manager.
Quebec Asbestos fining Association,
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