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Q. Have you solved the problem of dioxin contamination of OCP?

A. As we discuséed last week, we've made some changes in our OCP process.
Based on one sample analyzed by our lab in Dayton, we could detect no
TCDD in the chemical intermediate called OCP.

~. Does that mean you are no longer shipping the bad material and now
make a pure version? How will you destroy your bad material?

A. The trace levels of TCDD are no health hazard. We've continued to ship
OCP with contamination of TCDD because our customers chlorinated the
product further to make PCP; no batches are being destroyed.

Q. What have you done to the process -to clean it up?

‘A. " Previously we used caustic soda in the distillation process to prevent

’ corrosion of the production equipment. We've been experimenting with
using no caustic soda. That's how we got the no-TCDD analysis. We're
now trying to see if we can run the process without the caustic.

Q. You said TCDDs were no health hazard? Why-did you clean up your -
process if the TCDDs are no health hazard?

A. Reviewed situation from position paper.

{(Attached is a recent Chemical Week article on Sturgeon).

" Reviewed abBove with Associated Press.
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Dot ks found in
CIEEnUe WerKkess’ bioud

Teeo professions! gleanup workers who
Relped mop up a 20,000-gel epill of
pribochlerephiens! in Storgeon, Mo, leyl
Junuary have bzon found to have low
Yevzln of nenp {2,8,7.8-leteacklnodiben-
za-srere-tionind in their blond, neoording
to the Envitethental Protectinn Apsa-
cx. The highly {ozic dioxin-—g contami-
nant of arihechlorephencl—has so far
" canged no adverse hiealth effects in"tha
wirkera. .

Fhe orthochlurophensl was en rout
from Monasnio to & customer o June-
ary 10 when the Norfolk & Weslern fank
car carrying ib derailed in Sturgeon,
“Quite a elovd of ohnuxipus e was
valepand, BeS says, and Jorced (emiwirers
gvrcustion of mosl of Sturgeon’s 68D
residents. Gleansy veorkers fronmy Wast-
ern Environiiental Rervieea (Poridand,

cQredehired by the rallroad—acrived
fhe mame day {0 confain the ortheshlora-
pheno) and eveniazlly remove the com-
faminated sl Trom ovar & mils of
trackbad. Although “Western Environ.
‘mental mupplied ol protective equip-
ment for all employess aecording o
WNEW, fivz -of the men achenguontly
tasted showed traves of orthachlorophe-
uet in their urine, Hansanto {ater noti-

mént conleined 37 parts per bhithion of
FeoR, slthough the canpany said iE wab -
nst poesible to detarmine whether the
dioxin was the highly toxic 2,3,7,8 isomer
of Yoo, (Eia’s owa jatsr analyais of ilie

1. artho from maverail laboratories con-

Brmed {he pressose of Lthe 28,73 7000 -
icomey, officials report.) The five works
ers contaminaled with orthechloraphe- -
nol were then f2eted for dloxin,

One worker who repariedly dizre-
wurided gafely procedures and lel his
hands come in contact with the ortha-
ehlerophenat hes gpproimately 21 perta
por tytlicn of 23,75 Te0b in his hlead,
Bl kays. Anoldier worker hes 7 paris
per (rillion and REW rays it doean'l
- know how he cocld have been contaanl-
naled, Western Envivonmuental decdined
commiml. Vecanae human diozin con-
tamingtion i ravely reported in scisa-
{ifie Jifemalurs, wa officials are ungure
whether the workeri' levita axe eanse for
congern. “We don't hnow if they're high
or low, bob 1 would puess there's no
fossealygden) sigmifieincs” said D, Jo-
menh Baiftor, an k24 physicisn, eapdialiy
hivause there hava bren no sivense
health effvels thus fur. ot e workers

will 64l be monitored, he edded. O

fied ByA that its priharklurophienol ship- -



