November 24, 1937

M», John V, OtReilly
2900 Louisiana ivenue
3ts Louis, Missour!

Dear Mr, O'Reillyte

A short %ime agzo our
librarian heard some raference over the radlo to
your hobby of cullecting s0il from forelgn countries,
She was immedistely Intsrssted in aa much an we have
been malring a systematie study of the lead acntoent
of vegetation and other food mabtsrial in this country
and in various other countries, Some portion of this
leed whioch 18 regularly found inm vegetation is derived
from the solls Therefore we have becoms very much
interezted in the lead c¢ontent of s0lls from 4Aifferent
parts of the earth, Hearing of your collection of
solls, Miss Conwey was immedistely ilmpressed with this
cpporgunity for our csollee¢tion of a number of soll
samples for analytical purposes,

Obviocusly I do not want to
be a source of nuisance and trouble to you, but I
sonder 1f 1t would be possible for us to obltaln a small
quantity, perhaps 100 greams, of scil from a number of
countries, For our purposes the mors reednily these
soils have been obtained, the more useful they would be.
Thias 18 partioularly true If the soils have besn kept
in suoch a way as to perm't them to becane more or less
contaminated by atmosphsriec duats, Such dusts contaln
small quantities of lesd and might nppreeinhlz irfluence
the lead content of any samples which we might obtain,

If 1t is possible for us to
obtalin such ssmples, I should be very glad to send you
a numbepr of small containers (whatever mmber you m'ght
be willing to make use of) for the purpose, Horeover
I should be very glad to supply you with the results
of our analyses if they shomld be of any intercst teo
Joue

In any case allow me to
thank you in advanse for your courtesy in replying to
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Miss Conway and in giving me this opportunlity to
write you further.

Sincerely yours,

RAK:1s Robert A, Rehoe, ‘.De.

?,3, Miss Conway has called my attention to ths fact
That some refersnce was made to the fact that thls

2011 had been disinfected tefore bsin- sent to you.

If thls 1s ths csase, it would, of course, be nscessary
for me to know something of the manner of the disinfece
tion., If the soils were merely heated so as to kill
plent or animal 1ife, 1t would not influence our results,
If they were treated with some chemlcal disinfectant,
that procedurs might, of course, make the samples uscless
for our purpocses, RAK,
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