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Ministry of Lobour

JA0e840 5200, . StkmesrGqumerbondoa-S Y-
BAYswater 3456 , Baynards House, 1=-13 Chepstow Place,

Exte 384 = o Wesgtbourne Grove, LONDON, W.2.
Our reference: SHY 3787/65 27ta October, 1965.

Doar Mr. Braiier,

The Factory Inspoctorato havo now ccapletod their investigations iato %:3
handling of asbestos in the docks, which wore put in hand following coaplieints in
July about dusty conditions in one particular vessol in %he London.docds. Too -
National Amalgamated Stevedores and Dookers Union then obtained medical cdvics frex
Dr. Hunter of the Institute of Clinicel Resoarch, Widdlecox Hospitel, to the cifcet
that men working in the hold 4nd in the barges necdod to woar o mack in ozdszr to
protoot them from the asbeatos dust. Provision of vacuuz sustion to remove.auy.
spillege during unloading was also rgcczmonded. The Irngooctorate do not disarsoo
with those recommendations. Sucgh procautions are probably necessary in the ;
conditions which were found on the ship in question, as asbostos vas being unleadad
in unsoaled hessian sacks. Uhen other forms of packaging are.used, tho .
Inspectorate’s view, based on the inyestigations described beleow, is that =acks azu
urnecessary. The dockers themselves can do much to maintain satisfactory ecczditien..
‘by careful unloading of the cargo. )

The danger of developing asboastosis has been approciated for meny.yezrs. The
asbestos textile induatry has been sudjecot to ocntrolling Rogulations circs 4934.
Asvestosis also affeots other workers using asboztos, or materials oontzining
asbestos, and measures to control more adequately the use of such materisls ars-
currently being considered by the Pactory Inspectorate. The Inspectoratoe knowas,
zoviever, of no case of asbestosis attribiutableto employment in'the docks unloading
.asbestos.* Similarly, no cases in such vorkers have boen diagnosed dy tho .
Pneumoconiosis Medical Panels,

Most dockers are only intermittently or occasionally exposed %o agboatos, but i«
deteruine vhether conditions during unloading were such as to mako thé dovelomzent ¢
asbestosis likely or possible, given sufficient length of exposure, a series of
investigationa into the amount of air-borne asbestos has now been underteken by the
Chemical Inspectors of the Inspectorate. It should be understood that tho
significant portion of asbestos dust waich is of a size capable of penetrating to ih
witimate strustures of the lung may not correspond to the amount visible to tho

diand
unaided eye. ore ttpsd TFN gkl (Uy 3 teqed

~
The outcome of tnese tosts is to indicate that the aaount of air-borne dust of
respirable size has been b¥Iow the published upper J.im('c'L of sefety whera n0ssian '
sacks with an impervious lining, of laminated paper bags, or other imparvious bags,
‘have been in use, and it has also been below tne limit when unlined hessicn zacks
wore used and a slow rate of working has been in operation. The limit has been
exceaded where unlined hessian sacks wore used and tie rate of vorking was normal.
The Inspectorate's opinion is that with the normal intermittent exposure likely to
be experienced by dockers, the risk of a docker developing clinically recognisable
asbestosis is slight, provided impervious sacks are used. As they are unlikely %o
develop ashestosis, then they are no uore liable to develop a lung cancer thea tha
rest of t:e population.

* /Disoussions
Mo Jo Brazier, Esq., ' . Ll T T, .
Messrs. A. A. Brazier & Co. (Asbestos) Ltd., * '}
Nevwby House, . ,
309 Chase Road, e

LONDON, N, 14,




Discussions are proposed with the importers of asbostos on the eliminaticn of
unacaled hessian sacka and tie ultimate possibility of palletting as an alternative
means of anndling. ;

In t.» last year or two thore has been much publicity attached to a rere foim
of tumour known &s mesothelioma. This appears to bo commoner in tiose exposed to
agbestos. The problen is &t present under urgent review by an Advisory Punel ‘sot
up by the Senior !edical Inapector of.Pactories. Tho risk is ocortainly no greater
in dockers tuan in other workers exposed to asbestos. .

Jr. Hunter and Dr. Kanan'czia, his deputy, have been given copies of this
letter and agree, in general, with the concents.

I az writing in similar terns to the other parties with an interest in the
matter viz: Mr. T. O'Leary of the Transport & Jeneral Vorkers Unicn; Dr. X. Gaze of
Capo .sbestos, who has also been ropresenting the asbestos importers; Mr. J. Deech
of the National Amalgamated Stovedores & Dockers Union, who first raised the matter
#ith Dre Hunter; and Mr. Bennott, Secretary of the Ocean Shipowners Sroup Jjoind
Comittee. : : : '

Yours sincerely,
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