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Exposure to Asbestzs Dust and Diffuse Pleurai
Merihieliomas

Sia.—The le=2r of Dr. W. ). Smither and bis
‘edsagues (November I p, 1193) drawing attention to
12 close 2ssotstiop taiwezn diffuse pleural meso-
tpeiiomas and exposure 13 asbestos dust prampts us to
summarize our own exz4rience of this association.

Ssvernl years 253 one 2 us® daseribed 11 difuse pleurai
mesoibeliomas ciilscted Zom the necropsy—files—of-the

Izssituse of ?z'.“’.:.’agy, G.223's University, Belfast. Sinee
then 3 furiher for caser fave accumulated. Recently we
have screened O: biswizZal sections of lung from these
15 cases for astesios boiis, and have found them in 12
In only one cass wers the todies plentiful ; in the remainder
wey were few :ad usezly prolonged search was necded
for their datecion .

Nine of these mtiemx with pleural mesotheliomas with
ash2sto8 bodies have died since 950, and ap auempt has
been made (0 g 2 delzilzd occupational history (rom their
reizdves. The rasults s23w that in four cases there was
2 clear<ut history. of iniarmittent exposurs to asbestos.
Qne of these exses had woried in a factory processing asbestos
for the spnpyards wome veurs before. 1o the five other cases
30 definite exposure was sdmitted by the relatives, but all
2ad jobs in we shipyard: which inevitably brought them
IDio intermiitent coniact with asbestos work-—for sxample,
sbipyard plumbizg and {urnace repairing.

A few weeks 230 we =~ a patient ip whom it was possible
‘0 make a fin2 diagnos’s of diffuse pleural mesotbelioma
from the clinical picture 2nd biopsy material. He had w0
stap work because of his disease at 62 years. For all his
working life he had bess an engine-room ftter and had
worked for pericds each year cleaning down and dismaantling
@m2chinery whick had bees embedded in asbestos insulation.

In most of these cases exposure to asbestos was got
~ntinuous or qrolong:d and in some instances there
was 2 counsider2dle gap between the last exposure and
the onset of svmptoms due to the tumour. Mean 1
at death was 63% years.—We are, e, :

Department of Pxthoiogy, W. T. E. McCaucrEY.

Department of Therapentias Q. L. Wane.
Pharmacolegy, aad P. C. Ermes,

The Queen's University of Beifast,
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Castor Qil for Induction of Labowr

Su;,—Once upon a time a medical induction of labour
cousisted of 2 oz. (57 mL) of castor oil, enerna saponis,
and a hot bath at hourly intervais followed by quinine
Lsi:l,ii‘mc sdgraing (032 g.} at two-hourly intervals, thres

,  am fTuit i -
vl Mg& ary extract 5 units at four-hourly

The last two ingredients have besn put out of favour
Gecause the tempration 1o push up the dose o quinine
to 15 grains or higher and to repeat the pituitary extract
t0o often was too much for the medical attendants to
tesist and hamm was being done to both mother aod
baby. It is only fair to say that in those days thers
#3510 ;ulphona.mide and no antibiotic and therefore
surgical interference was more dreaded than it is to-day.

Taw effective is the medicai induction shown of these

-~ potent adjuvants ? That is the question we receady

sought to amswer by keeping records of 100 paticats.

_The. treatment was given 37 times to induce labour and
Bine times to find out if 2 patient who thought she was in
labour was or was not. In four instances the reason was not
stated, The patients were 60 primigravidae, 15 para 1, nine

pars 2, six paga 3, and one cach para 4, 5 6, and 7
(unstated six).
The stages of gestation were:

© 32 weeks | 40 wesks 30
33 w 1 41 . 26
6 ., 2 2 ., i4
37 . 2 ‘43 » 2
B’ ., 13
v ., 8

~e--The 0il certainly lived up ‘to its reputation of being a

valuable purgative. In only six instances did a bowel action
not follow. The average interval batwsen the administration
of the purge and the first response was 2 hours 40 minutes,
The fime intervaj varied from immediaie to sever hours.
The average aumber of actions was 2.8 per persom, the
number varying betweeg ¢ and 13!

The patients’ reaction to the treatmest was resorded as:

Indifference 22

Toleration 49
Discomfort 10
Anguish 1

Twelve patients vomited copiously, two patients wera
extremely nauscated, and two patients scemed 10 enjoy both
the oil and the result which followed.

The efficacy aof the oil as an oxytocic drug was not o
marked. ln 27 instances only did the paiient go into labour,
In 73 it failed, though fve of these had a few uterige contrac-
tions which passed off.

The 73 {ailures eccurred at:

32 weeks 1 39 weeks 4
33 , 1 0 , 24
6 . 2 41 19
= 37 o 1 2 . 11
8 . 8 43 . 2

This apparently disproved the oft-repeated suggesion that
-it is likely to be successiul at or after term., '

The 27 successes occurred ate

37 weeks 1 4] wesks 3
3 , 2 2 , ¢
9 . 3 43 . 0
0 , 8 4 , 1

Now we have to decide if a 27 % success rate warrants
the discomfort, anguish, extreme nausez, and vemiting
which were recorded in 25% of patients, in an age whea
artificial rupture of the membranes is a sale and
satisfactory method of achieving the desired result.—

I am, &6,
C. Kerty VARTAN.
British Hospital for Motbers and Babies,
London S.E.18

Inducing Labour by Intrz-amniotic Injection
Sm.—Mr. F. ]. Burke's letter (Qctober 27. p. 1129%
concerning the induction of labour by intra-ammiofic
injection of hypertonic glucose solution prompts me to
write briefly to you
1 first started to use “uroseiectan B " and hypertonic
glucose solution for the induction of labour when | was
registrar at King's College Hospital in 1933. Two cases
30 treated were included in a book that | submitted for’
my M.R.C.0.G. examination later in that year, How-
ever, my purpose in writing is aot in order to estabiish
" precedence in connexion with this proccdure, but rather
to issue a word of warning to any who may be prompted
by the recent pager by Mr. Carl Wood, Mr. R. T. Booth,
and Professor John Pinkerion (September 15, p. 706) to
try this method for themseives,
After a2 very considerabic experience I finally abaa-
doned the method [ollowing a materpal death due to
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