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Dear Ms. Rifef ._ 'x. S o U ‘l_

Than you for your Ictter of October -. 1980, ,He‘éhare your cpncern.witﬁ .
. reports of asbestos in drinking water. - B R o -

The Envirommental Protection Agancy (EPA), Region 6 office, has been in commu-
nication with the Texas Deparbuent of Health, the Edwards Underground Water
District, and the City Water Board of San Antonio since reports of asbestos

in San Antonio's water began. Me have also consulted with our own EPA re- <
search and health effects ]auoratories and our technical support d]VISIOR.

Rased upon our findings, we do’ not ‘believe the c1tizcns of San Antunio are’/
subJect to any moasurao]e nea]th risk frap asbestos in their drin)ing hater.

There are two possible sources of asbestos in Snn Antonio’s water. These
are from naturally occurring sources in the ground waten, and ashbestos fibers
from the ashestos-coment water pipe. ) - . . -

In our comnunications, the Edwards Underground Yater District has -confirmed
that portions of the Edwards Aquifer have asbestos-bearing rock formetions
which yield small amounts of asbestos to the ground water. Present scientif-
ic information does not indicate that these levels represent a significant
health risk. HNowever, water samples of the source ground water in the San
Antonio runicipal water supply do not indicate the presence of asbestos.

f The second possible source is ashestos-coment pipe. Asbestos-cement pipe
- has heen widely used throughout the United States for over 40 years. Its
adventages are high strength, felative Tow cost compared to other materials,.
and resistance lo soil corresion. This high strength results from ashestos
fibers mixed in the canent vhich act as reinforcing aqents in the hardened
. concrete.  Despite cextensive research, no satisfactory 5uos titute for the
. ashestos in tlie compound has bccn dxccovcrcd.

Hhen asbestos-cement pipe is used to transmit highly corrosive waters,
deterioration of the concrete can occur, releasing some of the ashestos
fibers. Ashestos-ccnent pipe has been the subject of extensive studies, and ~
these indicate that noncorresive source waters such as found in San Antonio,
do not attack asbestos-canent pipe, and no fibers are released.
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]edged hea]th problens related to asbesco, 1nha1ed
ed hy vorkers in occupational exposure, it is natural for
! this concern to other exposures. EPA and the scientific

have felt.that extensivesstudy is justified to deterinine if there
hich asbestos in drinking water might represent a measurable
Ho conc]u51ve sc1ent1f1c’ev1dence ‘has’yet  1inked”

gastro1ntest1na1 cancer 1nc1dence thh ingestion of” ‘asbestos: through drink=" =~

e

an}ﬁptonxo rccently conducted tcsts to detennxne 1f a commonly used mnthod .
for new connections released asbestos particles into

testing confinned the release of -

of drilling and tapping has been changed so that these

revented from gett1ng into the water. Subsequent tests- show

I apprecxate your concern for pUb]IC hea]th protect1on. P]ease be assured

- that we will continue to stay in touch with the agencies involved in main-
taining the quality of water in the San Antonio area, and we will advise
them of the -continuing research findings . both ln our own agency and the

B4

scwentlflc conmunwty at Iarge.

Sincerely, ':

///m// AL /

A

Mac A. Weaver., Acting Chlef
Water Supply Branch (6AUS)

cc: C. ¥. Foster, P.E.

G. H. Scherwitz, Jr., F"..E.

* Thomas P. Fox . -
Robert P. Van Dyke v -
U.S. Environmental Protection Zgency ’

Washington, D.C. 20460
Water Supply Staff
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