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By Ray Moseley 2/ 2 o 25

OUTBOARD MARINE CORD. anpounced Thursday
that it has filed suit In U.S. District Court charging
the fedcral ard stale Environmental Protection Agen-
cles with part of tho responsibility for dealing with :

toxic PCB dumped into Lake Michigan at the firm's
Waukegan plant, . . -

«"Compzny spokesman Hugh Thomas said Outboard

# Marine has spent $2 million to halt the discharges of
PCB Info the lake and is prepared to pay “our fair
share’ in helping remove PCB from the Jake if that is
deemed advisable. . :

But he said the federal and state agencles have the

- yesponsibility, under tho 1972 federal Clean Water Act,

fo solve environmental problems Lhat originated be-
fore 1072. - ‘

Outboard Marine's suit, filed Wednesday, calls on
the agencies to conduct studies Lo defermine what
action, i any, is nceded to deal with the PCB in the
lake... . . N

1S AN INDUSTRIAL prison related o DDT -
thal collects in the fat of fish and animals when
ingested.

Outboard Marine, the country's leading producer of |
outboard boat engines, contends that it wskrowingly
dumped PCB into the loke when hydraulie fivid lesked
from die-casling machines.

The fluid was purcanscd from Monsznto Chemical
Co. starting n .the 1vivs and Outhosrd Murine did
not become aware of the problem until notified by
the fwo agercics in 1435, Thomas said.

A spokesman for the Moncanto Company refused i
to comment uatil {he company has confered with i(sl
vitorneys.

1
Federal EPA ofiicinls alzo deshaed to comment. i

“As the situation stands, we a2 ot an impasse,” Out-
buard Marine Presitdent Chorles D. Strang told a peess ¢
coalercace in the Radisson Chicago Hotel, 503 N. Mich- |
ifan Av, . :
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